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L.A.  hosts  fifth  annual  conference 

BWMT  Focuses  on  Brotherhood,  Racism 


By  Ollie  Lee  Taylor 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  fifth 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Black  and 
White  Men  Together  (NABWMT) 
convened  here  July  15-20  with  the 
theme,  “Brotherhood:  The 
Issues/The  Challenges:  A  Focus 
on  Racism.”  Stirring  speeches  and 
a  variety  of  workshops  gave  the 
just  over  200  participants  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  focus  on  racism  and 
homophobia  together,  and  to 
recognize  NABWMT’s  successes 
in  fighting  discrimination. 

Issues  of  debate  included  a 
NABWMT  name  change  to  en¬ 
courage  greater  racial  diversity  in 
the  organization,  the  display  of  a 
Confederate  flag  by  the  Atlanta 
chapter,  and  whether  baths  should 
remain  open  given  the  AIDS  crisis. 

Deborah  Johnson,  a  co-founder 
of  “Debretta’-s,”  once  the  largest 
Black,  lesbian  professional  net¬ 
work,  was  the  first  major  speaker. 
In  a  talk  called  “Beyond  the 
Yellow  Brick  Road,”  Johnson 
called  for  a  going  beyond  disap¬ 
pointment  and  hurts.  She  said, 
“We  have  done  everything  in  the 
world  to  our  consciousness  that  we 
can  possibly  do  to  it,”  —  raised  it, 
broadened  it,  politicized  it,  sen¬ 
sitized  it.  “We’ve  done  just  about 


everything  but  heal  it....  Unless  we 
refocus  our  energies,  we  will  self- 
destruct....  Your  belief  that  you 
can  make  a  difference  must  out¬ 
weigh  any  fear  that  you  cannot.” 

Citing  the  need  for  coalitions, 
Johnson  proclaimed,  “We,  as 
gays,  must,  I  repeat,  must,  par¬ 
ticipate  in  other  civil  rights 
movements.  I’ve  always  said  that 
if  the  gay  movement  wants  to  ride 
on  the  human  rights  bandwagon, 
it  needs  to  get  on  first.  What  are 
we  doing  in  our  own 
neighborhoods  as  gays?  Do  we 
talk  to  our  local  politicians  about 
our  concerns?  Do  we,  as  gays,  at¬ 
tend  the  meetings  of  other  commu¬ 
nity  groups?  What  are  we,  as  a 
movement,  contributing  to  our 
society?  Do  we  do  anything  for  the 
children?  For  the  senior  citizens? 
For  the  physically  challenged? 
Where  do  our  sensitivities  lie?  Do 
we  care?  Isolation  breeds  ig¬ 
norance.  Racism  and  homophobia 
are  ignorant.  We  must  integrate, 
not  assimilate,  society  with  our 
movement.” 

Johnson  concluded  with  ideas 
for  practical  application:  “Make 
certain  you  identify  your  target 
group  and  exactly  what  it  is  you 
want  to  accomplish.  Beware  of 


trying  to  fix  or  change  something 
of  someone  else’s  when  they  don’t 
consider  it  to  be  broken.”  She  also 
challenged  the  delegates  “not  only 
to  talk  the  talk,  but  walk  the 
walk.”  And,  reflecting  on  the 
teaching  of  her  mother,  she  said, 
“There  are  three  kinds  of 
people... those  that  make  things 
happen... watch  things  happen  and 
don’r  know  what’s  happening. 
Which  one  are  you?” 

Steve  Schulte,  a  gay  West 
Hollywood  councilman,  and 
former  executive  director  of  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Ser¬ 
vices  Center  of  Los  Angeles,  of¬ 
fered  remarks  to  the  convention 
focusing  on  AIDS  and  racism.  On 
AIDS,  Schulte  noted,  “We  have  to 
talk  to  each  other,  hold  each  other 
and  learn  to  cry  out  loud.  We  have 
to  examine  our  sexual  behavior, 
our  personal  relationships,  and 
yes,  our  lifestyles....  AIDS  is  not 
overrated  and  it’s  not  going 
away.” 

Schulte  described  personal  ex¬ 
periences  of  dealing  with  racism  in 
himself  and  other  white  people, 
and  concluded  with  a  quote  from 
Frederick  Douglass:  “Those  of  us 
who  love  freedom  yet  deprecate 
agitation  are  people  who  want 


Court  battle  continues 

Disabled  Lesbian  Allowed 
Visitation  by  Lover 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

ST.  CLOUD,  MN  —  A  lesbian 
here  once  again  has  access  to  her 
disabled  lover,  despite  the  at¬ 
tempts  of  the  disabled  woman’s 
father,  whp  is  also  her  legal  guar¬ 
dian,  to  restrict  that  access. 

On  August  8,  the  Minnesota 
Civil  Liberties  Union  filed  a  mo¬ 
tion  to  restrain  Donald  Kowalski 
from  restricting  access  to  his  dis¬ 
abled  daughter,  Sharon.  This 
came  as  good  news  to  Sharon 
Kowalski’s  lover  of  four  years, 
Karen  Thompson.  Thompson’s 
access  to  Sharon  Kowalski  had 
been  denied  after  a  July  23  deci¬ 
sion  by  the  Sherburne  County 
District  Court  to  award  Donald 
Kowalski  full  guardianship.  That 
decision  effectively  revoked  an 
April  1984  decision  which  had 
given  Kowalski  guardianship  while 
giving  Thompson  the  right  to 
equal  access  to  her  lover. 
Although  the  Sherburne  County 
court  is  not  expected  to  rule  on  the 
motion  until  August  21,  Min¬ 
nesota  law  provides  that  in  cases  of 
disputed  guardianship,-  the 
previous  guardianship  agreement 
holds. 

Thompson  and  Kowalski  had 
been  lovers  since  1981.  They  had 
bought  a  house  together  near 
Briggs  Lake  in  Sherburne  County, 
which  they  put  in  Thompson’s 
name.  They  had  each  taken  out  life 
insurance,  and  had  named  each 
other  as  the  beneficiary.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  Thompson,  they  had  ex¬ 
changed  rings  and  considered 
themselves  “married.” 

Their  life  together  changed  on 
November  13,  1983,  when 

Kowalski  was  involved  in  a  car  ac¬ 
cident  that  left  her  a  quadriplegic. 
Kowalski’s  parents  were  upset  by 
Thompson’s  involvement  in  their 


daughter’s  rehabilitation,  and 
sought  to  limit  Thompson’s 
visiting  hours.  They  maintain  that 
their  daughter  is  not  a  lesbian,  and 
that  she  had  only  a  tenant-land- 
lady  relationship  with  Thompson. 
On  April  25,  1984,  they  were 
awarded  custody  of  Kowalski  by 
the  Sherburne  County  court,  with 
the  provision  that  Thompson  be 
given  equal  access  to  visitation  and 
medical  consultation,  and  that 
Kowalski  remain  in  St.  Cloud. 
However,  in  September,  Donald 
Kowalski  successfully  filed  to  have 
his  daughter  moved  to  Duluth,  150 
miles  from  St.  Cloud.  Thompson 
holds  that  the  move  was  designed 
to  frustrate  her  attempts  to  be  at 
her  lover’s  side,  and  further  main¬ 
tains  that  the  move  has  been  detri¬ 
mental  to  Kowalski’s  recovery. 

At  the  crux  of  much  of  the 
dispute  is  the  extent  of  Sharon 
Kowalski’s  disability.  Although 
evidence  of  her  physical  disability 
is  clear,  there  is  argument  as  to  the 
extent  of  her  mental  disability. 
Kowalski  has  been  described 
through  testing  as  having  the 
abilities  of  a  six-year-old,  and  on 
this  basis  has  been  deemed  in¬ 
competent  to  make  decisions 
regarding  her  well-being. 

Julie  Andrzejewski,  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Right  to 
Recovery  and  Relationships,  an  ad 
hoc  group  that  formed  in  support 
of  Thompson’s  struggle  to  stay 
with  her  lover,  maintains  that  the 
test  results  are  deceiving.  She 
argues  that  there  is  no  clear  way  to 
judge  the  extent  of  brain  damage 
in  a  case  like  Kowalski’s.  She  fur¬ 
ther  argues  that  some  days 
Kowalski  is  lucid,  other  days  not, 
and  that  there  is  evidence  that  she 
is  much  more  capable  of  commu¬ 


nicating,  making  decisions,  and  re¬ 
gaining  skills  than  her  father  will 
admit.  As  evidence  of  this  conten¬ 
tion,  she  points  out  that  Kowalski 
was  tested  by  an  occupational 
therapist  to  be  able  to  read  a 
42-word  paragraph,  and  to  be  fur¬ 
ther  able  to  answer  questions 
regarding  that  paragraph  with  100 
percent  accuracy.  With  the  help  of 
a  typewriter,  Kowalski  has  stated 
that  she  is  a  lesbian  and  that 
Thompson  is  her  lover.  Andrze¬ 
jewski  says  that  Donald  Kowalski 
refuses  to  have  his  daughter  re¬ 
tested.  Kowalski  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment,  nor  could 
his  lawyer. 

On  July  23,  Sherburne  County 
District  Judge  Bruce  Douglas 
granted  Donald  Kowalski  full 
guardianship,  and  granted  him  the 
right  to  decide  who  would  have  ac¬ 
cess  to  his  daughter.  On  July  25, 
Kowalski  denied  visitation  to  any¬ 
one  not  on  a  list  he  provided  to  the 
nursing  home  in  Duluth.  Thomp¬ 
son  was  not  on  that  list.  On  July  26, 
he  moved  Sharon  Kowalski  to  a 
nursing  home  in  Hibbing,  Min¬ 
nesota,  despite  the  fact  that  the 
home  has  no  young  adult  rehabili¬ 
tation  center.  Earlier,  the  court 
had  ruled  that  Sharon  Kowalski 
was  only  to  be  placed  in  homes 
that  provided  such  a  rehabilitation 
program. 

On  August  8,  the  Minnesota 
Civil  Liberties  Union  filed  a  mo¬ 
tion  on  behalf  of  Sharon  Kowalski 
to  restrain  her  father  from  restrict¬ 
ing  access  to  her.  On  August  9, 
Thompson  attempted  to  visit 
Kowalski  at  the  Hibbing  nursing 
home.  She  was  blocked  from  do¬ 
ing  so,  and  nursing  home  officials 
threatened  her  with  arrest  should 

Continue'4  on  page  8 


crops  without  planting.  This  strug¬ 
gle  may  be  a  moral  one  or  it  may  be 
physical,  but  it  must  be  a  struggle. 
Power  concedes  nothing  without 
demand.  It  never  did.  It  never 
will.” 

Rev.  Troy  Perry,  founder  of  the 
Metropolitan  Community 
Church,  was  up  next.  Sporting  a 
button  with  the  words  “God  is 
greater  than  AIDS,”  he  declared, 
“AIDS  is  not  God’s  gift  to  gays.” 
Perry  asserted  that  “the  most 
revolutionary  act  today  in  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community  is  still 
holding  hands  in  public,”  and 


termed  NABWMT  “the  most 
revolutionary  group  in  America. 
Anytime  you  deal  with  interracial 
couples  in  our  society,  still,  to  this 
day,  it’s  revolutionary. 
Automatically,  people  react.” 
Perry  also  affirmed  his  support  for 
Jesse  Jackson,  saying  Jackson  was 
“the  only  one  to  mention  us  by 
name,  not  once,  but  twice.  He  was 
the  only  politician  not  afraid  of 
our  issue.”  In  his  concluding 
remarks,  Perry  said,  “The  greatest 
work  we  have  to  do  is  education.  I 
believe  it  with  all  my  heart.  But 
Continued  on  page  6 


S.  Africa  state-of -emergency  hit 

Boston  Protests 
Apartheid 


By  Laurie  Sherman 

BOSTON  —  Protesting  the 
South  African  apartheid 
system,  particularly  the  current 
government-imposed  state  of 
emergency,  100  people 
marched  from  Copley  Place  to 
Government  Center  here, 
Thursday,  August  8.  During 
the  hour-long  rally  that 
followed,  the  crowd  grew  to 
200,  one-third  of  whom  were 
people  of  color. 

The  event  was  organized  by  a 
coalition  of  Boston  high  school 
and  college  students  and  anti¬ 
racist  groups.  Speakers  includ¬ 
ed:  Fahamisha  Brown  of  the 
Free  South  Africa  Movement; 
Chris  Snow  of  the  lesbian/gay 
focus  of  the  All  Peoples  Con¬ 
gress;  Willard  Johnson,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Boston  TransAfrica; 
Sharon  Denton,  a  Black 
Lincoln-Sudbury  High  School 
student;  Oscar  Hernandez,  a 
Harvard  student;  Charles 
Yancey,  a  Black  Boston  city 
councillor;  Themba  Vilakazi  of 
the  African  National  Congress; 
Mel  King  of  the  Rainbow 
Coalition;  David  Scondras,  gay 
Boston  city  councillor;  and 
Christopher  Kruegler,  brother 
of  one  of  the  Witness  for  Peace 
members  who  were  recently 
captured  and  then  released  by 
Nicaraguan  contras.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  6  and  news 
note  in  this  issue.) 

The  speakers  talked  briefly 
and  stressed  not  only  battling 
apartheid  in  South  Africa,  but 
acknowledging  all  forms  of 
racism  and  bigotry  in  the  U.S. 


Snow  and  Hernandez  also  ex¬ 
plicitly  condemned  homo¬ 
phobia  as  exemplified  by  the  re¬ 
cent  Massachusetts  policy  ban¬ 
ning  lesbian  and  gay  foster 
parents  and  insufficient  AIDS 
funding. 

Mel  King  and  Willard 
Johnson  noted  that  Deak- 
Perera,  the  largest  dealer  of 


Mel  King  (1)  addressing  pro¬ 
testors.  Charles  Yancey  (r). 


precious  metals  and  foreign 
currency  in  the  U.S.,  had  an¬ 
nounced  suspension  of  retail 
sales  of  the  South  African  Kruger¬ 
rand  earlier  that  day.  According 
to  the  Boston  Globe,  King  told 
the  crowd,  “The  announcement 
is  another  indication  of  the  im¬ 
pact  these  demonstrations  can 
have.  It  must  be  very  clear  to 
them  that  selling  the  Kruger¬ 
rand  is  no  longer  profitable.” 

Continued  on  page  3 


Anti-apartheid  demonstrators  marching  to  Government  Center. 
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surprise,  surprise 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  On  July  25,  the  state  of 
Georgia  petitioned  the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
to  review  a  lower  court’s  decision  that  the  state’s 
sodomy  law  infringes  on  the  rights  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  according  to  the  Washington  Blade. 

The  11th  Circuit  Court  ruled  on  May  21  that  “the 
Georgia  sodomy  statute  infringes  upon  the  fun¬ 
damental  constitutional  rights  of  the  homosexual,” 
and  that  the  state  must  prove  that  it  has  a  compelling 
interest  to  infringe  on  those  rights.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13, 
No.  3.) 

Georgia  Attorney  General  Michael  Bowers 
argues  that  in  fact  the  state  need  not  show  a  compell¬ 
ing  interest  to  deny  lesbians  and  gay  men  their  rights, 
and  that  the  Circuit  court  erred  in  its  interpretation  of 
the  Supreme  Court’s  1976  decision  in  Doe  v. 
Commonwealth.  Further,  Bowers  contends  that  the 
11th  Circuit’s  decision  is  in  direct  conflict  with  a  deci¬ 
sion  of  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  in  Dronenburg  v. 
Zech. 

Citing  a  case  involving  censorship  of  an  adult 
theater  in  Atlanta,  Bowers  argues  “that  the  states  do 
have  the  right  to  make  unprovable  assumptions  lack¬ 
ing  in  scientifically  certain  criteria,  in  order  to  protect 
a  social  interest  in  order  and  morality.” 

The  11th  Circuit  found  that  Doe  is  not  binding  in 
this  case  because  Doe  was  affirmed  for  lack  of  stand¬ 
ing.  Bowers  argues  that  Doe  is  binding,  and  cites 
Dronenburg  in  which  Doe  was  considered  to  uphold  a 
district  court  ruling  that  was  based  on  the  case’s  con¬ 
stitutional  merits. 

The  Supreme  Court  will  announce  whether  it  will 
hear  the  case  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October. 

—  filed  from  Boston  by  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 


BOSTON  —  Anti-Apartheid  demonstrators 
marched  August  9  outside  the  offices  of  Deak-Perera 
here  to  commemorate  South  African  Women’s  Day. 
Sponsored  by  Women  for  Racial  and  Economic 
Equality,  the  noontime  demonstration  drew  approx¬ 
imately  100  people,  with  about  two-thirds  women. 
Deak-Perera  suspended  retail  sales  of  the  South 
African  gold  Krugerrand  the  day  before,  August  8, 
pending  an  upcoming  U.S.  Senate  vote  that  would  ban 
imports  of  the  gold  coin.  (See  related  story,  this  issue.) 


boston  budget  cuts  may  threaten  aids 
funding 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  City  Council  recom¬ 
mended  a  series  of  budget  cuts  on  Wednesday, 
August  7,  which  may  put  in  jeopardy  a  $150,000  grant 
to  the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  The  Council  recom¬ 
mended  budget  cuts  in  the  area  of  contractual  ser¬ 
vices,  beginning  with  the  most  recent  programs. 
Because  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  would  be  re¬ 
ceiving  its  first  Health  and  Hospitals  grant,  this  pro¬ 
posed  cut  could  eliminate  that  grant. 

According  to  a  knowledgeable  source,  seven 
votes  are  needed  to  restore  the  grant;  six  votes  are 
secured.  Councillors  Jim  Kelly  (South  End-South 
Boston),  James  Byrne  (Dorchester),  and  Robert 
Travaglini  (North  End-Charlestown-East  Boston)  are 
all  potential  swing  votes  should  a  supplemental 
budget  measure  come  before  the  Council.  If  you  live 
in  one  of  these  councillors’  districts,  you  are  urged  to 
call  or  write  your  councillor  and  ask  support  for 
restoration  of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  grant. 

—  filed  by  Sue  Hyde 


school  officials  remove  prom  queen 

TRENTON,  OH  —  A  gay  youth  here  is  suing  his 
high  school  for  removing  him  and  his  escort  from 
his  senior  prom,  according  to  Pittsburgh’s  Out. 

Warren  Harper,  19,  was  allegedly  divine  in  a  chif¬ 
fon  dress,  fur  cape,  and  satin  pumps.  His  escort  and 
sister,  Florence  Harper,  was  reportedly  dapper  in  a 
tuxedo.  School  officials,  however,  were  more  con¬ 
cerned  about  conformity  than  Art,  and  had  the  couple 
removed  within  moments  of  their  entrance.  They  then 
detained  the  fashion  pioneers,  against  their  wills,  for 
the  duration  of  the  prom. 

School  officials  argue  that  Harper  was  defying 
community  norms  by  appearing  in  drag.  Harper 
argues  that  they  violated  his  civil  rights  by  refusing  to 
allow  him  to  appear.  In  his  suit,  he  charges  the 
officials  with  violating  his  rights,  assault  and  battery, 
intentional  infliction  of  emotional  harm,  and  false  im¬ 
prisonment. 

Harper  is  an  example  to  us  all  in  explaining  his 
decision  to  be  beautiful:  “I  decided  to  say,  hey,  if  girls 
can  wear  make-up  to  look  better,  why  can’t  guys?  If 
girls  can  paint  their  nails,  which  makes  their  hands 
look  lovelier,  why  can’t  guys?  If  women  wear  hose  to 
make  their  legs  look  better,  men  should  too.” 

Rebecca  Harper,  mother  of  the  dynamic  duo,  was 
upset  over  the  incident,  but  feels  the  attendant 
publicity  may  help  her  son  attain  his  dream:  “He 
wants  to  be  Miss  Gay  Ohio  when  he’s  21.  After  that, 
he’d  like  to  go  on  to  Miss  Gay  USA.” 

—  filed  from  Boston  by  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 


boys  with  aids  barred  from  classrooms 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  three-year-old  boy  who  has 
AIDS  has  been  barred  from  a  class  for  handicapped 
children  after  parents  said  they  feared  he  would  in¬ 
fect  other  kids,  according  to  the  Los  Angeles  Times. 
The  decision  earlier  this  month  followed  a  meeting 
between  county  school  officials  and  13  parents  with 
children  enrolled  in  pre-school  programs  at  Alta  Vista 
School. 

According  to  Bob  Grossman  of  the  Los  Angeles 
County  Office  of  Education,  parents  said  they  were 
particularly  concerned  that  the  disease  could  be 
spread  through  the  boy’s  saliva.  While  county  and 
state  health  officials  acknowledged  there  is  no 
medical  evidence  to  support  that  claim,  Jim  Chin  of 
the  state  Department  of  Health  Services  (DHS)  said, 
"[l]t  will  be  difficult  to  convince  parents  of  that.” 

Betty  Agee,  also  of  DHS,  said  the  county  adopted 
a  policy  last  month  encouraging  schools  to  accept 
children  with  AIDS  whose  physicians  have  recom¬ 
mended  that  they  enroll.  Grossman,  however,  said 
that  cases  will  be  handled  on  a  “case-by-case  basis.” 

Grossman  also  claimed  that  the  boy’s  foster 
parents,  who  have  requested  anonymity,  “felt  the 
most  prudent  way  was  to  go  with  home  instruction.... 
They  empathized  with  the  other  parents,  and  had  no 
desire  to  threaten  other  kids.”  Grossman  said  the 
parents  were  concerned  the  boy  would  not  receive 
adequate  attention  because  of  publicity  about  the 
case  and  fears  about  AIDS. 

The  boy  contracted  AIDS  as  an  infant  from  a 
blood  transfusion,  according  to  Grossman. 

KOKOMO,  IN  —  In  a  similar  case,  a  13-year-old 
boy  has  been  banned  from  school  after  officials  here 
learned  he  had  contracted  AIDS  during  treatment  for 
hemophilia,  according  to  the  Baltimore  Sun.  The  boy, 
Ryan  White,  has  stayed  home  from  Western  Middle 
School  since  the  end  of  December,  1984,  but  hoped  to 
return  this  year  pending  new  state  guidelines. 
“Ryan’s  been  robbed  of  a  lot  of  things,”  said  his 
mother,  Jeanne  White.  “Ever  since  he’s  been  diag¬ 
nosed,  we’ve  had  to  fight  for  everything,  and  I  guess 
it’s  going  to  keep  going  on.” 

James  O.  Smith,  superintendent  of  the  school, 
said  July  31  that  new  guidelines  released  by  the  state 
health  board  regarding  children  with  infectious  dis¬ 
eases  make  it  too  difficult  for  the  school  to  retain 
students  such  as  Ryan.  The  guidelines  say  schools 
should  monitor  children  with  infectious  diseases, 
keep  rubber  gloves,  bleach  and  leak-proof  bags 
available,  and  hire  teachers  familiar  with  such  ill¬ 
nesses.  “That  sets  up  a  situation  we  are  not  prepared 
to  cope  with  in  a  school  setting,”  asserted  Smith. 
“That’s  a  hospital  situation.” 

Jeanne  White  disagrees  strongly  and  said  that 
dealing  with  AIDS  is  not  that  different  from  dealing 
with  hemophilia.  “It’s  not  that  extra  amount  of  trouble 
they  seem  to  be  thinking  it  is,”  she  said. 

Smith  has  said  the  school  will  provide  a  tutor  for 
Ryan  if  one  can  be  found. 

Jeanne  White  has  filed  a  two-million  dollar  suit 
against  the  firm  that  made  the  clotting  agent  used  to 
treat  Ryan’s  hemophilia. 

While  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  have 
stressed  that  there  is  no  evidence  that  AIDS  can  be 
transmitted  through  casual  contact,  no  guidelines  for 
schools  dealing  with  students  who  have  AIDS  have 
been  issued.  Guidelines  adopted  in  Florida,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  and  Cambridge,  Mass,  recommend  that 
children  with  AIDS,  AIDS-related  Complex  (ARC),  or 
HTLV-III  positive  tests  remain  in  school,  except  in  ex¬ 
treme  circumstances.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  12,  No.  46.) 


bwmt/sf  aids  task  force  established 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  (BWMT)  AIDS  Task  Force,  here  has  been 
meeting  since  June  of  this  year.  The  Task  Force 
focuses  on  promoting  a  higher  awareness  of  safe  sex 
precautions  and  other  guidelines  among  the  Black 
community  and  other  communities  of  color  not  being 
reached  by  mainstream  materials.  The  Task  Force  has 
met  with  the  Shanti  Project,  which  provides  counsel¬ 
ing,  shelter,  and  support  for  people  with  AIDS  in  San 
Francisco,  to  discuss  the  problem  of  low  representa¬ 
tion  of  people  of  color  among  its  staff  and  volunteers, 
and  has  helped  start  a  Shanti  support  group  for  Third 
World  people  with  AIDS. 

Men  of  All  Colors  Together  (MACT)  of  New  York, 
previously  BWMT/NY,  is  also  proposing  to  establish 
an  AIDS  committee  to  focus  on  outreach  to  the  Black, 
Asian,  and  Latino  communities.  The  July  30  MACT/NY 
newsletter  states,  “We  must  keep  in  mind  that  40  per¬ 
cent  of  people  with  AIDS  are  Third  World,  and  that  the 
need  to  fight  this  epidemic  is  intrinsically  connected, 
to  addressing  the  issue  of  health  care  as  a  right  of  all 
peoples.” 


lesbians  are  new  england’s  strongest 

HOLYOKE,  MA  —  For  the  second  year  in  a  row, 
two  lesbians  from  Boston’s  South  End  Gym  bested  all 
contestants  in  the  annual  “New  England’s  Strongest 
Men  and  Women”  contest  held  here  on  July  28. 

Cat  Chase  won  the  lightweight  division  with  a 
13'  tire  throw  of  32’2',  100  yd.  run  carrying  90  lbs.  in 
22.79  seconds,  11  reps  in  the  bench  press  with  125 
lbs.,  19  reps  deadlifting  with  225  lbs.,  and  27  bicep 
curls  with  85  lbs. 

Marie  Acacia  garnered  top  honors  in  the 
heavyweight  class  by  tossing  a  14  "tire  28’5",  running 
the  hundred  with  130  lbs.  in  28.3  seconds,  four  reps 
benching  with  150  lbs.,  a  275  lb.  deadlift  for  13  reps 
and  one  curl  with  115  lbs. 


witness  for  peace  vigil 

BOSTON  —  Responding  to  the  recent  abduction 
by  Nicaraguan  contras  of  29  Witness  for  Peace 
members  and  14  journalists  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  6), 
the  Pledge  of  Resistance  held  a  two-hour  vigil  at  the 
John  F.  Kennedy  federal  building  here,  Thursday, 
August  8.  Approximately  eighty  people  gathered  from 
8-10  p.m.  to  show  support  for  those  captured  (whose 
release  had  not  yet  been  confirmed),  to  draw  at¬ 
tention  to  U.S.-sponsored  contra  violence,  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  gathering  place  for  local  friends  and  families  of 
those  abducted. 

For  much  of  the  vigil,  participants  bore 
signs  denouncing  the  contras,  and  stood  silently 
holding  candles.  As  part  of  a  brief  ecumenical 
ceremony,  two  speakers  addressed  the  crowd. 
Reverend  Lianne  Teggert,  coordinator  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Witness  for  Peace,  explained  that  the  group 
of  29  had  entered  the  region  bordering  Costa  Rica  and 
Nicaragua  to  commemorate  civilian  Nicaraguans 
killed  there  by  contras,  do  draw  attention  to  the  in¬ 
justice  in  the  area,  and  to  pray  for  peace. 

Christopher  Kruegler,  brother  of  kidnapped  nun 
Catherine  Kruegler,  denounced  U.S.  support  for  the 
contras  and  noted  the  irony  that  Reagan  approved 
congressional  funding  of  the  contras  the  day  after  the 
abduction,  “without  expressing  any  concern  at  all.” 
Kruegler  noted  the  contrast  in  government  and  press 
attention  to  those  kidnapped  aboard  the  TWA  flight, 
and  those  in  Costa  Rica. 

Kruegler  also  questioned  the  tactics  of  Witness 
for  Peace,  an  interfaith  group  composed  largely  of 
church  activists,  calling  for  more  dialogue  about 
what  he  termed  “symbolic”  non-violent  acts  that  may 
lack  “a  comprehensive  strategy.” 

Since  Thursday,  Boston  Witness  for  Peace  has 
confirmed  that  the  hostages  were  released 
unharmed.  Reports  still  conflict  over  the  identity  of 
the  captors,  believed  to  be  members  of  a  contra  group 
led  by  Eden  Pastora,  a  former  supporter  of  the  San- 
dinista  revolution. 

—  filed  by  Laurie  Sherman 

News  Notes  Compiled  by  Stephanie  Poggi 
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Trying  to  appease  lesbians  and  gay  men? 

Dukakis  Announces  $1.8  Million  AIDS  Grant 


By  Sue  Hyde 

BOSTON  —  Gov.  Michael 
Dukakis,  in  a  long  overdue  move, 
announced  on  August  10  $1.8 
million  in  state  funds  to  support 
AIDS  research,  public  education, 
and  support  services  for  AIDS  pa¬ 
tients.  Dukakis  also  formally  an¬ 
nounced  the  creation  of  the  Health 
Resource  Office  which  will  serve  as 
a  clearinghouse  and  center  for 
statewide  AIDS-related  efforts. 
Included  in  the  funding  is  a 
quarter  of  a  million  dollars  for  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC). 

Dukakis’  press  conference  at  the 
Francis  Blake  Biological 
Laboratories,  located  in 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
followed  a  months-long  lobbying 
and  educational  effort  by  people 
who  were  concerned  that  the 
Governor’s  original  draft  of  his 
1986  budget  contained  no  ap¬ 
propriation  for  AIDS.  Last  year, 
the  state  legislature  voted  to  set 
aside  $1.1  million  for  AIDS  re¬ 
search. 

During  formal  and  informal 
meetings  with  Dukakis  aides  and 
administrators,  lesbian  and  gay  ac¬ 
tivists  and  health  care  providers, 
including  members  of  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  own  State  AIDS  Task  Force, 
pressed  their  point  that  the  AIDS 
Crisis  was  not  over  and  state  re¬ 
sources  were  needed,  both  for  re¬ 
search  and  patient  services.  Their 
persistence  paid  off;  Dukakis  and 
Secretary  of  Human  Services 
Philip  Johnston  both  referred  to 
AIDS  as  the  state’s  number  one 
health  care  problem. 

“I’m  deeply  and  actively  in¬ 
volved  on  all  fronts  in  the  fight 
against  AIDS,”  Gov.  Dukakis 
told  a  crowd  of  reporters.  “We’re 
all  involved  in  this,  as  a  communi¬ 
ty,  as  a  people.” 

Dukakis  said  the  commitment 
of  money  and  energy  was  “just  a 


beginning.”  He  pledged  to  work 
to  create  a  partnership  between 
federal  and  state  governments  to 
promote  and  coordinate  AIDS  re¬ 
search  and  services  to  people  with 
AIDS.  On  August  4,  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Governors’  Association 
Human  Resources  Committee, 
Dukakis  sponsored  a  unanimous¬ 
ly-approved  resolution  calling  for 
a  state-federal  partnership  in 
fighting  AIDS. 

Included  in  the  $1.8  million 
designated  for  statewide  AIDS  ef¬ 
forts  is  $1 . 1  million  for  12  research 
projects;  $200,000  for  the  alter¬ 
native  testing  sites  program  and 
protection  of  the  blood  supply; 
$100,000  for  establishing  a  Health 
Resources  office,  including  the 
statewide  AIDS  coordinator  and 
home  care  coordinator;  and,  final¬ 
ly,  $400,000  for  education  and 
prevention. 

Included  in  the  $400,000  ear¬ 
marked  for  education  and  preven¬ 
tion  is  $250,000  for  Boston’s  AIDS 
Action  Committee  (AAC).  Larry 
Kessler,  coordinator  of  the  AAC, 
said  the  money  would  be  used  to 
educate  at-risk  populations,  health 
care  providers,  and  the  general 
public  about  AIDS,  and  to  provide 
support  services  to  people  with 
AIDS  and  their  families. 

Asked  if  the  level  of  state  fun¬ 
ding  was  adequate,  Kessler  re¬ 
plied,  “It’s  enough  for  where  we 
are  right  now.”  In  a  later  inter¬ 
view,  Kessler  said,  “You  can 
always  hope  for  more  [money]. 
But  at  this  point,  this  is  what  we 
can  use.  And  now  we’re  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  document  the  needs  for 
next  year.” 

At  the  August  10  press  con¬ 
ference,  Kessler  said  that  AIDS 
Action  volunteers  annually  donate 
about  $500,000  worth  of  time  per¬ 
forming  vital  support  and  educa¬ 


tional  work.  While  he  noted  a 
primarily  volunteer  response  is  riot 
preferable,  he  commented  that 
AIDS,  as  a  new  disease,  was  pro¬ 
viding  a  new  model  for  health 
care. 

Because  Governor  Dukakis  has 
lately  come  under  heavy  fire  from 
gay  and  lesbian  activists  over  his 
anti-gay  foster  care  policy,  some 
have  speculated  that  his  dramatic 
shift  from  disinterest  in  AIDS  to 
“deep  involvement’’  was 
motivated  by  a  desire  to  ease  his 
strained  relations  with  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community. 

Human  Services  Secretary 
Johnston  called  that  suggestion 
“ridiculous”  in  the  August  11 
Boston  Globe.  And  gubernatorial 
press  officer  Geri  Denterlein  said, 
“Absolutely  not....  This  is  not 
seen  as  a  gesture  toward  the  gay 
community.  This  has  been  in  the 
pipeline  for  two  and  one-half 
years.” 

When  asked  why  the  initial 
budget  had  no  line  item  for  AIDS, 
Denterlein  said,  “When  the 
budget  comes  back  from  the 
printer,  there  are  glitches.  When 
the  Governor  saw  it,  he  filed  an 
amendment.” 

Asked  what  role  members  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  had 
played  in  the  process,  Denterlein 
said  she  was  not  aware  that  any 
role  had  been  played  by  lesbian 
and  gay  activists. 

But  Vin  McCarthy,  a  gay  at¬ 
torney  and  candidate  for  the 
Eighth  Congressional  District  seat 
being  vacated  by  Rep.  Tip  O’Neill, 
told  GCN  that  it  was  at  a  January 
meeting  with  Secretary  Johnston 
and  others  that  Johnston  had 
become  convinced  AIDS  funding 
should  be  provided  by  the  state. 

McCarthy  said  he  does  not  see 
any  relationship  between  Dukakis’ 


about-face  on  AIDS  and  his  in¬ 
transigence  on  the  foster  care 
policy.  “He  sees  intellectually  the 
issue  of  gay  rights,”  McCarthy' 
said,  “but  not  emotionally.” 

One  source  contacted  by  GCN 
who  wished  to  remain  anonymous 
speculated  that  Dukakis  may  have 
waited  to  act  on  AIDS  funding  un¬ 
til  he  perceived  a  shift  in  public 
opinion  about  AIDS.  By  doing  so, 
he  would  minimize  possible 
damage  incurred  if  he  were  to  be 
seen  as  too  strong  an  advocate  for 
AIDS  funding  and,  by  inference, 
for  the  gay  community. 

Cathy  Hoffman,  a  member  of 


the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense 
Committee,  the  group  organizing 
opposition  to  the  foster  care 
policy,  vowed  that  her  group 
would  not  desist.  “Of  course  we 
wholeheartedly  support  funding 
for  AIDS  research  and  money  for 
patient  services.  But  this  is  a 
separate  issue  from  a  foster  care 
policy  which  discriminates  against 
lesbians,  gay  men,  single  parents, 
and  working  mothers....  We  made 
it  clear  to  the  governor  when  we 
met  with  him  [on  June  20]  that  we 
would  not  be  bought  off  by  his 
support  for  issues  which  he  should 
support  anyway.” 


BOSTON  —  Approximately  50  people  gathered  at  the  Hotel  and 
Restaurant  Workers  Union  Hall  here  on  August  14  for  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Boycott  Coors  Task  Force.  A  diverse  group,  including 
many  lesbians  and  gay  men,  as  well  as  trade  unionists  and  Central 
America  activists,  briefly  discussed  the  history  of  the  infamous 
brewery  and  its  lesser-known  subsidiary  in  arms  manufacturing,  the 
Coors  Porcelain  Company.  The  participants  then  organized  commit¬ 
tees  to  do  research  on  local  distributors  and  retailers,  produce 
literature,  and  do  outreach  and  media  work.  The  task  force  plans  to 
meet  again  shortly  after  Labor  Day;  for  information  on  the  exact  date 
and  location  of  that  meeting,  watch  the  GCN  calendar  or  call  Local  26 
at  (617)  423-3335. 

—  Larry  Goldsmith 


Apartheid 

Continued  from  page  l 


Demonstrator  listening  to  speaker  at  anti-apartheid  rally, 
Boston,  August  8. 


Pickets  and  sit-ins  at  offices  of 
Deak-Perera  across  the  country 
have  been  relentless  for  several 
months,  resulting  in  frequent 
shutdowns  of  the  business. 
Deak-Perera’s  suspension, 
however,  will  be  reviewed  pen¬ 
ding  the  U.S.  Senate’s  vote  next 
month  on  legislation  that  would 
ban  imports  of  the  Krugerrand. 

Rally  emcee  Fahamisha 
Brown  called  for  a  boycott  of 
Granny  Smith  apples,  noting 
that  90  percent  of  the  apples  in 
the  U.S.  are  purchased  from 
South  Africa.  Shoppers  can 
verify  the  origin  of  their 
market’s  apples  by  asking  to 
see  the  store’s  crates;  crates 
from  South  Africa  are  marked 
“Cape.” 


The  march  and  rally  took 
place  specifically  to  denounce 
the  current  state  of  emergency 
imposed  by  the  South  African 
government  on  July  21,  grant¬ 
ing  police  the  power  to  arrest 
and  detain  Black  people 
without  providing  legal  counsel 
or  filing  formal  charges.  Over 
1600  Black  people  in  South. 
Africa  have  been  arrested  since 
July  21,  according  to  the  New 
York  Times.  Many  of  those  re¬ 
leased  have  said  they  were  tor¬ 
tured  during  imprisonment  and 
interrogation  by  police.  Over 
600  Black  people  have  been 
killed  during  active  opposition 
to  apartheid  in  the  past  year, 
also  according  to  the  New  York 
Times. 


Political  change  of  heart  questioned 

Gay  Bar  Sponsors 
Benefit  for  Jimmy  Kelly 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  A  recent  fund¬ 
raiser  at  a  gay  bar  for  city  coun¬ 
cillor  James  Kelly  (South  Boston- 
South  End)  raised  eyebrows  in 
some  parts  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  but  is  staunchly 
defended  by  its  organizers.  The 
fundraiser,  held  July  21  at  the 
Haymarket  bar,  was  a  success,  ac¬ 
cording  to  one  of  the  bar’s  owners. 
Joe  McCallion  said  he  was  uncer¬ 
tain  about  the  amount  of  money 
raised,  but  said  many  of  the  at¬ 
tendees  were  “neighbors  from  the 
South  End  and  they  aren’t  neces¬ 
sarily  gay.” 

Observers  who  attend  the  bar 
say  it  is  one  of  the  most  racially 
mixed  in  the  city  and  one  where  a 
variety  of  gay  people  feel  comfor¬ 
table. 

However,  the  fundraiser  for 
Kelly  in  a  gay  bar  is  bound  to  raise 
questions,  at  least  in  the  minds  of 
some. 

Kelly,  a  conservative  from 
South  Boston,  is  best  known  for 
his  leadership  in  the  anti-busing 
movement  of  the  1970s.  While 
Kelly  maintains  he  was  fighting  to 
maintain  the  autonomy  and  in¬ 
tegrity  of  his  neighborhood,  others 
have  charged  that  his  stands  are 
bigoted  and  racist. 

When  McCallion  was  asked 
about  the  appropriateness  of  hav¬ 
ing  a  fundraiser  for  Kelly,  who  in 
the  past  had  opposed  various  anti- 
discrimination  ordinances,  Mc¬ 
Callion  pointed  to  Kelly’s  recent 
vote  in  favor  of  the  Human  Rights 
Ordinance  as  evidence  of  Kelly’s 
willingness  to  work  with  gay  peo¬ 


ple. 

An  issue  which  has  become  the 
focus  of  much  of  the  political 
organizing  in  Boston  and  is,  in  the 
eyes  of  many,  a  litmus  test  of  sup¬ 
port  for  gay  and  lesbian  rights,  is 
the  foster  care  issue.  Recently,  two 
gay  men,  Donald  Babets  and 
David  Jean,  had  their  foster 
children  removed  from  their  home 
following  publicity  in  the  local 
media.  As  a  result  of  the  incident, 
the  Department  of  Social  Services 
(DSS)  developed  a  policy  which 
prioritizes  acceptable  family  types 
and  places  gay  people  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  list  for  placement.  (See 
GCN,  Vol.  12,  Nos.  43-50.) 

McCallion  told  GCN,  “Jimmy 
[Kelly]  was  in  my  house  when  we 
had  two  [foster]  children  placed  in 
my  home.”  But  in  a  later  interview, 
Paul  Walkowski,  an  aide  to  Kelly, 
said  the  councillor  supported  the 
new  policy  and  was  against  allow¬ 
ing  the  children  to  stay  with  the 
two  gay  men.  But  Walkowski 
maintained  that  it  is  not  a  bottom- 
line  issue,  saying  “[As  far  as]  basic 
human  rights,  he  never  denied 
anybody  that.” 

McCallion  maintained  that 
some  gay  people  dislike  Kelly 
because  of  his  conservative 
political  outlook,  but  he  said  many 
feel  comfortable  supporting  him. 
“I  think  he  is  supportive  of  gay 
people. ..but,  say,  the  grape 
pickers  of  America,  he  doesn’t 
necessarily  support  them.” 

But  others  have  maintained  that 
Kelly  cannot  be  supported  under 
any  circumstances  because  he  has 


not  had  a  change  of  heart.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  in  early  1984,  councillor 
Kelly  was  one  of  two  people  who 
asked  to  have  his  name  removed 
from  a  resolution  expressing  sym¬ 
pathy  over  the  death  of  Clarence 
Mitchell  of  the  NAACP.  Kelly 
said  he  wanted  to  disassociate 
himself  from  the  resolution 
because  he  believes  the  NAACP  is 
a  “racist  organization.” 

More  recently,  when  the  newly 
formed  Human  Rights  Commis¬ 
sion  had  its  first  budget  hearings 
before  the  council,  Kelly  pushed 
newly  appointed  executive  director 
Fred  Mandel  on  the  commission’s 
philosophy.  Kelly  reacted  against 
the  commission’s  request  for 
money  to  advertise  and  print 
brochures  which  would  explain  the 
new  ordinance  and  the  existence  of 
the  commission.  It’s  one  thing  to 
be  available  to  take  complaints, 
Kelly  told  Mandel,  but  “another 
thing  to  go  out  and  drum  up 
business,  creating  problems  where 
problems  do  not  exist.”  While 
Kelly’s  questioning  often  sounded 
insensitive  to  the  aims  of  the  com¬ 
mission,  gay  activist  and  city  coun¬ 
cillor  David  Scondras  said  he  be¬ 
lieved  Kelly  was  merely  “testing 
the  director’s  mettle.” 

As  the  new  political  season 
moves  into  full  swing,  with  the 
primary  elections  to  be  held  In 
September,  the  questions  about 
who  we  support,  and  why,  will  be 
debated  again  and  again  in  our 
community. 
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Local  Reporter 

GCN  seeks  a  full-time  Local 
Reporter  to  begin  on  or  about  Oc¬ 
tober  1,  1985.  Position  involves  in¬ 
vestigating,  researching,  and  writing 
news  stories  concerning  Boston 
area/New  England  and,  as  neces¬ 
sary,  national  news  stories  as  well. 
Additionally,  will  participate  in  the 
paper’s  collective  decision-making 
process. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing 
skills  and  ability  to  write  several 
news  stories  under  weekly  deadline 
pressures.  Knowledge  of  local/na¬ 
tional  gay/lesbian  community  and 
issues  helpful.  Must  have  commit¬ 
ment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation, 
feminism,  anti-racist  politics,  and 
the  collective  decision-making  pro¬ 
cess. 

Salary:  $150/week,  plus  paid 
health/life  insurance,  three  weeks’ 
paid  vacation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  as  soon  as  possible  to: 
Reporter  Search  Committee,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St.  5th  Floor,  Boston, 
MA  02111. 

Gay  men  and  lesbians  of  color  are 
particularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


write  and  gripe 

Dear  GCN: 

Andy  Waghalter,  producer  and  host  of  Gay 
TV,  taped  a  statement  for  broadcast  on  tne  Today 
Show.  The  taping  was  a  result  of  his  having  writ¬ 
ten  a  brief  letter  protesting  reporter  Ken  Bodie’s 
referring  to  the  Democratic  Gay/Lesbian  Caucus 
as  “notorious.”  Mr.  Wagnhalter  said, 
“Notorious!  You  call  an  oppressed  minority 
working  for  justice  within  the  system 
“notorious?”  What  alternatives  do  you  leave 
them?  If  you  in  the  media  cannot  help  create  a 
society  where  gays  and  lesbians  can  feel  free  to  be 
themselves,  they  may  feel  such  pressure  to  pre¬ 
tend  to  be  straight  that  they  end  up  marrying  your 
sons  or  daughters.  Oppression  hurts  us  all.” 

This  statement  was  heard  by  over  8  million  peo¬ 
ple.  This  multiplies  out  to  over  five  solid  years  of 
being  listened  to.  Mr.  Waghalter  told  The  Works 
News  Magazine  “writing  letters  does  help  in¬ 
fluence  our  society  and  it  makes  you  feel  better  by 
fighting  back  in  a  constructive  way.  All  gays  and 
lesbians  should  be  writing  protest  letters  to  politi¬ 
cians  and  the  media.  They  do  not  HAVE  to  be 
signed.  Why  should  you  take  abuse  and  just  sit 
there?  WRITE  AND  GRIPE. 

Gregory  McDaniel 
Martinsville,  IN 

oversimplified 

story 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  greatly  disappointed  by  Chris  Guilfoy’s 
article  “Gay  Men  Challenge  Dentists  on  AIDS, 
Hep  B”  in  GCN  on  8/3/85.  She  called  me  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  complaint  filed  with  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Commission  Against  Discrimination  and 
we  talked  for  about  half  an  hour.  The  quotes  she 
chose  to  use  in  her  article  are  one-sided  and  over¬ 
simplify  the  issues.  I  think  that  dentists  have  a  dif¬ 
ficult  problem  and  need  to  rapidly  develop  a  na¬ 
tional  policy,  much  the  same  way  that  hospitals 
and  medical  societies  have,  regarding  the 
management  of  persons  with  various  types  of 
AIDS-related  infections  and  neoplasms.  In  talk¬ 
ing  to  Chris,  I  tried  to  raise  questions  about  the 
consistency  of  certain  attitudes  with  practice,  but 
1  stressed  to  her  the  need  to  talk  to  national  den¬ 
tal  officials  as  to  whether  there  is  a  policy  being 
formulated  and  if  so,  what  is  it. 

I  also  told  her  how  the  Public  Health  Service 
feels  that  HTLV-III/LAV  can  be  inactivated 
from  inanimate  objects  and  suggested  that  she 
call  some  of  the  dentists.  She  told  me  that  she  had 
a  deadline.  Unfortunately,  that  meant  she  did  a 
slipshod  job,  superficially  covering  a  new  and  dif¬ 
ficult  issue.  She  did  not  deal  with  the  issues  of 
whether  dentists  and  hygienists  should  wear 
masks  to  protect  themselves  from  aerosols, 
whether  disposable  equipment  can  be  substituted 
in  appropriate  situations,  and  whether  some  of 
the  equipment  could  be  autoclaved.  I  told  Chris 
that  she  should  contact  some  of  the  local  and  na¬ 
tional  virologists  to  see  what  further  information 
and  opinions  could  be  brought  into  this  discus¬ 
sion. 

This  was  not  a  fast-breaking  story.  It  deserved 
a  more  detailed  analysis.  1  feel  quoted  out  of  con¬ 
text  and  I  feel  that  you  simplistically 
misrepresented  the  valid  concerns  that  the  dental 
community  is  expressing.  There  are  no  clear-cut 
truths  yet,  so  that  a  better,  more  thoroughly  re¬ 
searched  article  would  have  been  more  of  a  com¬ 
munity  service.  The  polemical  piece  you  produc¬ 
ed  was  unfair. 

Kenneth  H.  Mayer 
Boston,  MA 


we  had  nothing 

Dear  GCN: 

As  one  of  the  17  older  gay  men  whose  life 
stories  comprise  Keith  Vacha’s  book  Quiet  Fire, 
Donald  Stone’s  review  in  your  July  1 3th  issue  was 
touchingly  sincere.  Especially  moving  was  his 
concern  about  the  fact  that  so  many  of  us  had 
been  married,  seen  therapists,  had  been  rejected 
by  younger  men  and,  by  his  lights,  were  politically 
conservative.  It  was  clear  he  found  it  all  distress¬ 
ing  and  perplexing. 

It’s  all  quite  simple.  Sometimes  1  feel  as  if  the 
primary  activity  of  gay  activists  is  denouncing 
other  gay  activists.  What  none  of  them  realize  is 
how  lucky  they  are  to  have  a  group  at  all  to 
criticize.  We  had  nothing.  We  were  isolated  in¬ 
dividuals  who  knew  a  few  friends  and  that  was  it. 
There  was  no  gay  media  whatsoever,  everything 
was  communicated  by  rumor  via  word-of-mouth. 
You  had  to  find  your  way  alone.  The  straight 
media  ignored  us  completely  excepting  when  a 
salacious  scandal  was  involved.  The  legal, 
religious  and  social  situation  was  precisely  as  it 
still  is  in  all  too  many  places.  The  therapists  were 
the  only  nonhostile  group  but  they  said  we  were 
sick  and  complained  that  most  homosexuals  were 
satisfied  with  their  condition  and  wouldn’t  come 
to  be  cured.  There  was  no  one  to  look  up  to  and 
emulate.  Plato  had  been  dead  for  over  two  thou¬ 
sand  years  and  Andre  Gide  was  in  France.  As 
concerns  marriage,  the  pressures  to  marry  had  to 
be  experienced  to  be  comprehended.  If  possible, 
it  was  even  worse  for  the  women  than  the  men.  A 
vice  clean-up  has  to  be  lived  through  before  you 
know  what  it’s  like.  Under  the  circumstances  and 
considering  the  fact  that  you  never  knew  when  the 
law  would  tap  you  on  the  shoulder,  it’s  not 
astonishing  we  sometimes  needed  therapy. 

Conservatism  is  a  relative  phenomenon.  If  it 
hadn’t  happened  to  you,  you  knew  people  who’d 
received  dishonorable  discharges  from  the 
military  during  World  War  II.  The  McCarthy 
period  was  an  indescribable,  unending 
nightmare.  No  one,  no  matter  how  highly  placed, 
was  safe.  Consequently,  hiding  had  to  become  the 
order  of  the  day  for  most  of  us.  Those  of  us  who 
joined  the  Mattachine  Society  or  One  Foundation 
in  the  50’s  were  regarded  as  wildeyed  radicals  and 
could  count  on  being  ostracized.  You  were  also 
risking  jeopardizing  your  career  if  you  did  so.  By 
contemporary  standards  we  were  nothing  drastic 
as  rebels,  at  that  period  to  try  to  do  anything  was 
supremely  rebellious,  as  well  as  dangerous  for  all. 

That  younger  gay  men  often  reject  us  is  all  too 
true.  This  is  a  youth-oriented  country  and  gay 
men  mirror  the  universal  attitude  towards  older 
persons.  1  know  of  no  solution  for  it.  Upon  occa¬ 
sion  members  of  the  G40  Plus  Club  and  I  have 
given  group  talks  to  lesbian  and  gay  college 
students.  Invariably,  when  the  talk  was  opened  to 
questions  the  younger  people  froze  up  and  none 
of  them  could  say  a  word.  It  was  as  if  they  had  felt 
they  were  the  entire  lesbian-gay  world.  When  they 
encountered  a  group  of  us  en  masse  they  had  no 
categories  with  which  to  cope  with  us  and  their 
minds  turned  off. 

In  any  event,  Mr.  Stone’s  concern  and  pertur¬ 
bation  were  deeply  appreciated. 

Yours  truly, 

Jordan  Lee 
San  Francisco,  CA 


bagly  turns  five 

Dear  GCN: 

We  the  members  of  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth  would  like  to  express  our 
heartfelt  thanks  to  those  members  of  our  com¬ 
munity  who  have  come  through  once  again  to 
help  BAGLY  survive  and  grow.  This  July  marks 
the  FIFTH  YEAR  of  BAGLY’s  existence.  BAG- 
LY’s  5th  Anniversary  Party  was  held  last 
weekend  at  Somewhere  Else  on  Franklin  St. 
through  the  generosity  of  Ann  Maguire  of 
Somewhere  Else  and  Robin  McCormack  of 
Buddies.  They  donated  the  space  and  staff  to 
make  BAGLY’s  5th  a  special  occasion  indeed 
right  down  to  the  cutting  of  the  cake! 

Both  Robin  and  Ann  have  been  with  and  stuck 
by  BAGLY  through  all  of  our  5  years  and  have 
shown  us  the  true  spirit  of  the  community  in 
everything  they’ve  done  for  us,  both  directly  and 
through  their  support  of  the  whole  lesbian/gay 
community.  They  deserve  both  the  respect  and 
admiration  of  all  of  us  they  have  so  faithfully 
served  as  present  and  past  Liaisons  to  the  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Community  of  Boston. 

Our  thanks  also  goes  out  to  the  staff  of  Some¬ 
where  Else  who  were  so  generous  with  their  time 
and  facilities.  They  truly  made  our  5th  Anniver¬ 
sary  a  memory  to  treasure. 

In  the  past,  BAGLY  has  had  its  annual  An¬ 
niversary  celebrations  in  Buddies’  Disco,  but  due 
to  the  damage  done  by  the  recent  fire  in  their 
building,  we  were  forced  to  look  for  alternative 
space.  Robin  and  the  staff  of  Buddies  were  of 
great  help  in  coordinating  with  Ann  and  the  staff 
of  Somewhere  Else  to  get  our  celebration  off  the 
ground. 

Again,  our  gratitude  goes  out  to  them  all. 
Sincerely  yours  for  BAGLY, 

George  E.  Smith;  advisor  and  Corresponding 

Secretary 

Boston,  MA 


confronting  racism 
and  anti-semitism 

An  Open  Letter  to  Elly  Bulkin  and  Mini  Bruce 
Pratt: 

On  April  14th,  we  went  to  hear  you  discuss 
racism  and  anti-Semitism  in  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  with  the  expectation  that  your  experiences 
in  working  together  on  these  issues  would  raise 
our  consciousness.  Instead  we  found  ourselves 
both  confused  at  and  angered  by  your  failure  to 
break  out  of  your  own  personal  experiences  — 
self-identified  as  a  southern  white  Christian  les¬ 
bian  and  a  white  Jewish  lesbian  —  to  talk  to  your 
diverse  audience.  We  ourselves  include  three 
blacks,  two  Jews  of  Eastern  European  descent, 
and  a  white  Gentile;  all  of  us  are  lesbians, 
representing  diverse  classes  and  ranging  from 
ages  23  to  39. 

As  one  of  us  said  during  the  discussion  period, 
those  of  us  who  were  black  felt  marginalized  by 
talks  that  seemed  directed  at  middle  class  white 
women.  We  wondered  if  you  had  expected  our 
presence  and  what  you  had  to  say  to  us  about 
racism  and  anti-Semitism.  On  the  one  hand  we 
felt  that  as  women  who  have  faced  white  racism 
all  our  lives  we  knew  how  you  had  learned  your 
racism.  (Don’t  the  oppressed  always  know  more 
about  the  oppressor?  After  all  our  mothers  work¬ 
ed  in  your  kitchens.)  On  the  other  hand,  we  felt 
that  the  historical  construction  of  our  anti- 
Semitism  was  so  different  from  others  that  ignor¬ 
ing  these  differences  made  our  experiences  invisi¬ 
ble  once  again. 

All  of  us  felt  that  you  didn’t  live  up  to  the 
responsibilities  that  your  framework  implied;  we 
expected  you  to  address  the  complexities  of 
racism  and  anti-Semitism  in  various  parts  of  the 
lesbian  community.  We  also  felt  that  your  presen¬ 
tation  stifled  effective  dialogue  among  peoples 
of  color,  Jews,  and  all  working  class  women.  We 
write  you  this  open  letter  because  some  of  us  felt 
angry  at  and  hurt  by  your  presentation  and  we 
want  to  open  up  a  dialogue  on  ways  many 
feminists  and  lesbians  choose  to  work  on  racism 
and  ariti-Semitism. 

Both  of  you  spoke  from  a  perspective  that  some 
have  called  identity  politics.  This  approach  began 
as  a  way  for  black  women  to  create  space  for 
themselves  in  feminist  and  black  movements  by 
asserting  their  identity.  It  has  evolved  into  a 
framework  that  recognizes  difference  but  builds 
barriers  rather  than  bridges  among  us  by  not  also 
discussing  ways  we  learn  from  each  other  or  ways 
we  are  connected.  In  part  this  problem  stems 
from  the  assumption  embedded  in  identity 
politic^  that  anti-Semitism,  racism  and  other 
forms  of  oppression  are  attributes  of  people.  By 
failing  to  move  beyond  the  personal  or  individual 
level  it  is  often  difficult  if  not  impossible  to  view 
issues  in  a  complex  way.  It  denies  the  power  of 
history  and  society  in  shaping  our  consciousness, 
particularly  our  anti-Semitism  and  racism. 

While  we  recognize  the  importance  of  admit¬ 
ting  privileges  we  may  gain  because  of  how. we  are 
identified  or  how  we  identify  ourselves,  we  also 
feel  a  responsibility  to  move  beyond  ourselves  to 
take  in  other  peoples’  experiences.  To  reach 
beyond  our  privileges  demands  resisting  the 
tendency  to  establish  ourSelves  as  experts  and  in¬ 
stead  requires  creating  forums  where  we  are  open 
to  challenges.  In  a  society  where  white  culture 
dominates,  spending  too  much  time  examing  skin 
and  class  privileges  takes  away  from  the  space  and 
time  for  others  to  assert  their  presence.  We  ex¬ 
pected  you,  Elly  and  Mini  Bruce,  to  have  been  in¬ 
fluenced  by  your  work  in  multi-racial  coalitions 
and  to  have  developed  an  analysis  that  reflects  the 
diversity  of  these  groups.  For  example,  you  could 
have  talked  about  how  you  have  been  influenced 
by  working  with  Barbara  Smith. 

The  definitions  and  assumptions  about  race 
and  class  that  you  used  in  your  talks  are  discon¬ 
nected  from  the  diversity  of  daily  experiences  of 
the  range  of  peoples  we  represent.  Furthermore 
narrow  oppositions  between  white  and  black 
perpetuate  racism  by  concealing  the  complexity 
of  racial  and  ethnic  identities  and  intermingling. 
Jews,  for  example,  are  all  races  and  a  black/white 
opposition  tragically  dismisses  people  of  color 
who  are  not  black. 

While  we  address  this  letter  to  you,  we  hope 
that  the  organizers  would  take  responsibility 
prior  to  the  event  and  as  the  event  unfolds  to 
carefully  consider  whether  or  not  the  event  is 
addressing  all  members  of  the  participating  com¬ 
munity.  We  also  feel  that  such  events  addressing 
anti-Semitism  and  racism  could  facilitate  further 
dialogue  in  our  communities  and  act  as  a  natural 
context  for  coalition  building,  moving  beyond 
words  to  action. 

La  Lutta  Continua, 

Paulla  Ebron 
Myrna  James 
Helen  Moores  ;  - 
Rachel  Tallen 
Frances  White 
Elise  Young 
Amherst,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre¬ 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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criticisms,  and  information  are  always 
welcome  from  our  readers:  remember,  it’s 
YOUR  paper! 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to: 
Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St ,  5th 
FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Speaking  Out - 

Sex  More  Punished  Than  Murder 


Five  years  ago  I  was  sentenced  to  21  life  sentences  plus  another  ten  year  sentence,  for 
sexual  “assault.”  These  charges  were  fabricated  and  were  not  actual  happenings.  In  180 
years  1  can  be  considered  for  release.  Murder  is  a  common  and  macho  crime  here  [in 
Nevada]  and  it  usually  calls  for  five  to  seven  years.  I  was  sentenced  for  loving  a  boy  below 
the  age  of  consent.  1  loved  him,  fed  him,  clothed  him  and  nurtured  him.  He  is  a  gay  boy. 
Two  lives  have  been  devastated. 

This  13  year-old  boy  was  brutalized,  harassed  and  threatened  for  a  month  before  he  was 
coerced  into  signing  a  complaint  against  me  written  by  a  juvenile  detective. 

The  judge  needed  a  case  with  the  potential  for  great  emotional  impact  to  gain  media 
coverage  for  his  political  career.  He  was  running  for  a  judgeship  on  the  Nevada  Supreme 
Court.  Nicky  and  I  were  in  the  wrong  place  at  the  wrong  time.  We  were  available, 
vulnerable,  and  expendable  for  political  grist.  Bail  was  set  at  $220,000  to  assure  that  I  would 
have  no  chance  to  get  a  competent  lawyer.  1  was  assigned  a  lawyer  who  was  openly 
homophobic. 

I  had  been  training  Nicky  for  two  years  to  work  in  my  widely  known  acrobatic  act.  The 
type  of  act  required  boys  as  what  we  call  “topmounters.”  He  was  by  far  the  most  talented 
and  all  around  most  suitable  boy  who  had  worked  in  my  act  in  forty  years.  I  was  59  years  old 
and  prepared  for  my  last  tour  of  Europe  and  elsewhere.  Prior  to  my  arrest  we  had  a  six 
month  preliminary  tour  under  contract.  My  act  was  never  better. 

There  was  no  preparation  for  my  trial.  The  lawyer  refused  to  spend  any  time  with  me. 
She  made  no  investigation  and  no  witnesses  were  interviewed.  It  was  my  lawyer’s  second 
jury  trial.  The  trial  took  five  days.  It  was  a  fiasco.  It  was  even  delayed  once  so  a  member  of 
the  jury  could  compete  in  the  barrel  racing  at  a  local  rodeo.  If  the  public  defender  I  was 
assigned  had  been  properly  prepared,  she  could  have  easily  discredited  all  of  the 
prosecution’s  witnesses  who  didn’t  even  know  the  plaintiff.  My  witnesses  were  not 
questioned  to  my  advantage.  Physical  evidence  in  my  attorney’s  possession  was  not 
presented  to  the  jury.  A  promised  expert  witness  was  not  called  nor  even  sought.  I  knew  that 
I  was  being  railroaded  but  I  was  helpless.  The  judge  was  playing  to  a  jury  of  registered 
voters. 

On  Friday  of  that  week  after  a  pathetic  summation  on  the  part  of  my  attorney,  the  jury 
took  three  and  a  half  hours  to  find  me  guilty  on  all  counts. 

Although  the  trial  was  over,  I  took  steps  to  dismiss  my  ineffectual  counsel.  The  judge 
tried  to  prevent  me  from  doing  so.  A  court  officer  had  come  to  me  twice  during  the  trial  and 


told  me  that  by  any  desperate  means  I  should  get  a  private  attorney.  A  friend  borrowed  $500 
on  his  life  insurance  and  hired  me  an  attorney  to  represent  me  at  the  sentencing.  The  judge 
wouldn’t  allow  him  time  to  even  interview  me.  1  was  sentenced  to  the  most  draconian 
sentence  ever  handed  down  in  this  state  for  less  than  a  capital  crime.  The  sentence  was 
rendered  on  a  Friday.  The  following  Monday  the  judge  announced  his  candidacy  for 
Nevada’s  Supreme  Court.  Fortunately  he  lost  the  election. 

A  young  lawyer,  Laura  Fitzsimmons,  had  been  a  law  clerk  in  the  Nevada  Supreme 
Court  when  my  case  was  heard  on  appeal.  She  read  my  trial  transcript.  Now  in  the  local 
public  defender’s  office,  she  asked  to  take  my  case.  She  has  since  gone  into  private  practice 
but  she  has  retained  my  case. 

I  went  into  court  four  months  ago  and  Laura  did  an  excellent  job  in  interrogating  my 
former  lawyer  who  had  been  subpoenaed.  We  did  not  get  finished  with  the  hearing.  The 
local  judge  postponed  the  remainder  of  the  hearing.  He  was  going  on  vacation.  I  go  back  to 
court  on  September  9th.  At  the  close  of  the  hearing  the  judge  will  take  it  under  submission 
for  another  long  delay.  His  decision  will  be  negative,  but  it  will  enable  us  to  go  on  to  the 
Nevada  Supreme  Court  and  if  necessary  to  the  9th  Circuit  Court  in  San  Francisco. 

I  spent  three  years  trying  to  get  a  non-homophobic  lawyer  before  Laura  Fitzsimmons 
showed  up.  I  tried  to  get  help  from  all  of  the  gay  legal  groups.  Most  did  not  show  me  the 
courtesy  of  a  reply.  I  must  assume  they  lacked  the  courage  to  help  in  such  a  case.  Things  will 
drag  on  for  a  long  while  before  we  get  to  a  higher  court.  We  would  like  some  amicus  curiae 
support  from  the  gay  community.  A  “friend  of  the  court”  brief  would  be  a  great  help  and 
most  appreciated.  It  would  also  allow  me  to  believe  in  the  solidarity  of  my  own  people  and  in 
their  courage.  We  could  furnish  a  transcript  to  any  gay  lawyer  or  legal  group  who  would 
help.  My  prison  address  is:  Robert  Butler,  PO  Box  607,  Carson  City,  NV  89701. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


Can  You 
Operate 
a  Stapler? 


Well  then,  we  have 
just  the  thing  to 
keep  you  off  the  streets. 
Friday  afternoons  at  3. 

Do  come  by. 


167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor. 
On  the  Boston  Common. 
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Defense  Committee 
Update 


Department  of  Social  Services  hear¬ 
ings  on  foster  care  policy  are  set  for 
Thursday,  August  22  from  3-9  p.m.  at 
U/Mass  Medical  Center  in  Worcester.  It 
is  critical  that  gay  men  and  lesbians  pre¬ 
sent  testimony  in  opposition  to  the  state 
policy.  Carpooling/buses  will  be  ar¬ 
ranged.  Call  628-6007  or  628-6145  if  you 
intend  to  go.  Bring  a  written  statement  if 
you  plan  to  testify.  Send  a  copy  to  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee, 
PO  Box  225,  Somerville,  MA  02144.  If 
you  cannot  attend,  mail  your  testimony 
to  GLDC. 


Write  DSS  Commissioner  Marie 
Matava,  150  Causesway  Street,  Boston, 
MA  02144,  to  demand  another  hearing 
be  held  in  Boston  with  four  to  six  weeks’ 
notice,  since  inadequate  notice  was  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  Worcester  hearing.  Send  a 
copy  of  your  letter  to  GLDC. 

Dukakis  Watch:  Tuesday,  August  27, 
noon  to  2  p.m.,  a  silent  picket  at  ground¬ 
breaking  ceremony,  Roxbury  Communi¬ 
ty  College,  corner  of  Dudley  and  Colum¬ 
bus....  Speakers’  Training  is  set  for  Sun¬ 
day,  September  8  at  6  p.m.  Call  576-6788 
for  details. 
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“  Join  us  for 
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'  rui  ruiKtfi,  ♦ 

▼  Black  lesbian  feminist  poet  , 

%  reading  from  her  new  book 

•  Jonestown  and  Other  Madness 

I  and  other  poems 


Prologue 

There  are  those  who  think 
or  perhaps  don't  think 
that  children  and  lesbians 
together  can’t  make  a  family 
that  we  create  an  extension 
of  perversion 
They  think 

or  perhaps  don't  think 
that  we  have  different  relationships 
with  our  children 
that  Instead  of  getting  up 
In  the  middle  of  the  night 
fora  2  AM  and  a  6  AM  feeding 
•  we  rise  up  and  chant 
‘you're  gonna  be  a  dyke 
you're  gonna  be  a  dyke.' 

That  we  teed  our  children 
lavender  Slmllac 
and  by  breathing  our  air 
the  chiiren’s  genitals  distort 
and  they  become  hermaphrodites. 

They  ask 

'What  will  you  say  to  them 
what  will  you  leach  them?' 

Child 

that  would  be  mine 
I  bring  you  my  world 
and  bid  it  be  yours. 

—  from  "Legacy,"  by  Pal  Parker 

I  »  /  Reception  and  book  signing  ^  ^  "  4 

*  t  following  the  reading  ^  * 

»  *  » 

i  #  Saturday,  September  7, 1985  —  8  PM  % 

Paine  Hall,  Harvard  University  4 

t  (adjacent  to  Harvard  Science  Center) 

Admission:  $5  (more  if  you  can,  less  if  you  can’t) 

Tickets  available  at  the  door  and  in  advance  at  many  locations,  including  4 

GCN.  New  Words,  Bodyworks,  Red  Book.  Call  426-4469  tor  more  information.  % 

♦ 

Thanks  for  supporting  GCN.  the  newspaper  by  and  for  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 
Interpreted  for  the  hearing  Impaired  ■  Wheelchair  accessible 

tllfllll  lilt 


Gay  Community  News  is 
noyy  in  its  thirteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

My  name  is _ Address - __ 

City _ State  -  Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 

25  weeks  $17.50  $ 

25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $  . 

These  rates  are  tor  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 
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Black  &  White  Men  Together  Fifth  Annual  Conference 

Continued from  page  1 


you  have  to  do  it  by  example....” 

Perry  Watkins,  a  Black  man 
who  was  discharged  without 
benefits  from  the  U.S.  army  after 
17  years,  described  military  pro¬ 
cedures  regarding  gay  people. 
Watkins  had  stated  at  the  time  of 
his  induction  that  he  had  ‘‘homo¬ 
sexual  tendencies”  and  was  ruled 
suitable  at  the  time.  Watkins 
summed  up  current  policy  as:  ‘‘If 
you  say  you  are  gay,  you  must  be 
discharged.  If  you  are  found  in  gay 
acts,  you  may  be  discharged.” 

Bayard  Rustin,  board  chairman 
of  the  A.  Philip  Randolph  In¬ 
stitute  and  a  long-time  civil  rights 
activist,  received  NABWMT’s 
Lifetime  Achievement  Award  for 
Outstanding  Contributions  to 
Mankind.  Citing  biblical  injunc¬ 
tions,  fears  of  child  molestation, 
and  its  “anti-family”  connota¬ 
tion,  Rustin  called  homosexuality 
“the  most  difficult  human  rights 
problem  of  all.”  Rustin  stressed 
the  need  for  gay  men  assembled  to 
seek  an  end  to  injustice  directed 
towards  all  oppressed  groups  and 
to  work  in  a  coalition  to  achieve 
that  end. 

“Discrimination  is  a  single  piece 
of  cloth.  If  you  hate  Jews,  you 
automatically  hate  Blacks;  if  you 
hate  Blacks,  you  automatically 
hate  gays;  if  you  automatically 
hate  gays,  then  there’s  no 


possibility  of  you  being  honest 
with  women.  If  you  want  to  get  at 
the  basic  problem  of  all,  since  it  is 
one  piece  of  cloth,  select  the  one 
which  is  the  most  hated,  deal  with 
that  and  you’d  automatically  deal 
with  the  whole  proposition. 

“The  fundamental  objective  of 
the  gay  movement  is  to  recognize 
that  it  is  central  to  the  elimination 
of  all  other  propositions  of  in¬ 
justice.  Our  objective  is  to 
eliminate  the  concept  of  top  and 
bottom.” 

Rustin  used  his  own  life  as  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  oppressed  groups  band¬ 
ing  together.  When  Sen.  Strom 
Thurmond  (R-SC)  denounced 
Rustin  as  a  homosexual,  a  draft 
dodger,  and  a  communist  on  the 
eve  of  the  1963  March  on 
Washington,  members  of  the  U.S. 
Japanese  community,  the  Jewish 
community,  and  leaders  of  several 
African  countries  all  rushed  to  his 
defense.  “If  you  want  to  defend 
yourself  ultimately  as  a  person 
who  is  gay,  you  do  not  defend  it  on 
the  basis  that  gayness  is  good,  you 
defend  it  on  the  basis  that  you,  as 
gay  people,  have  stood  up  for  the 
rights  of  all  people,”  Rustin  con¬ 
cluded. 

Whether  or  not  baths  should  be 
closed  because  of  AIDS  was 
debated  during  the  conference. 
Arguing  in  favor  of  closure,  Jim 


Kepler  of  the  National  Gay  Ar¬ 
chives  said,  “Gay  liberation  means 
a  little  more  than  how  much  you’re 
getting.”  Ivy  Bottini,  a  lesbian 
feminist  active  in  Los  Angeles’ 
AIDS  Project,  maintained,  “Peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  go  to  baths  and 
don’t  acknowledge  having  it... or 
anything  else.”  Bruce  Voeller  and 
Nathan  Woodruff  cited  the  loss  of 
the  baths  as  an  important  educa¬ 
tional  setting  and  the  inadequacy 
of  legislation  as  a  prevention 
mechanism  as  two  reasons  not  to 
close  the  baths. 

A  second  debate  focused  on 
whether  the  organization’s  name 
was  racially  inhibiting.  The 
Denver  chapter  has  changed  its 
name  twice,  and  the  New  York 
chapter  is  now  known  as  Men  of 
All  Colors  Together. 

In  a  separate  caucus,  Black 
delegates  discussed  the  display  of 
Confederate  battle  flags  by 
members  of  the  Atlanta  chapter. 
Some  delegates  pointed  out  the 
flag’s  historical  association  with 
racism.  In  an  emotional  inter¬ 
change,  one  delegate  who  grew  up 
in  a  snjall,  Southern  town  said, 
“When  I  saw  that  flag,  I  saw  the 
faces  of  my  grandmother  and 
grandfather,  with  lines  of  pain 
etched  in  their  faces,  pain  that  had 
been  imposed  on  their  lives.  I 
remember  the  day  the  news  of 


Martin  Luther  King’s  murder 
reached  us  in  Vietnam.  Some 
white  soldiers  raised  the  Con¬ 
federate  flag  all  over  the  base^md 
hosted  a  celebration.” 

“The  confederate  flag  and  the 
swastika  are  one  and  -  the 
same,”  claimed  another  delegate. 
“The  pain  of  its  memory  and 
persecution  is  just  as  strong.  You 
cannot  round  the  edges  of  a 
swastika  if  you  are  a  Jew,  any 
more  than  you  can  round  the  edges 
of  the  Confederate  flag  if  you  are 
Black.  To  raise  either  flag,  know¬ 
ing  the  pain  it  causes,  is  criminal.” 

Other  BWMT  members  defend¬ 
ed  the  Atlanta  chapter,  citing  its 
work  on  bar  ID  legislation  and  ac¬ 
knowledging  the  difference  had  a 
white  Southerner  used  the  flag. 
Other  discussion  centered  around 
a  Latino  delegate’s  overhearing  a 
comment  that  he,  the  Latino  man, 
had  “deserted  the  whites”  in  his 
participation  in  the  name-change 
debate. 

The  white  caucus  examined  the 
economics  of  relationships  be¬ 
tween  men  of  different  races,  and 
the  impact  of  different  educational 
levels  and  dialects  on  relation¬ 
ships,  and  briefly  discussed  the 
Confederate  flag  issue. 

In  setting  priorities  for  the  com¬ 
ing  year,  the  Board  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  identified  five  major  goals: 


NABWMT’s  discrimination  re¬ 
sponse  systems,  maintenance  of 
struggling  chapters,  outreach  to 
new  members,  AIDS  and  other 
health  concerns,  and  leadership 
development.  In  other  action,  the 
board  approved  affiliation  with 
the  International  Gay  Association, 
endorsed  a  bill  proposed  by  Rep. 
John  Conyers  (D-MI)  setting 
uniform  and  less  stringent  federal 
election  ballot  laws  allowing  more 
access  for  minir  parties  (over  the 
dissent  of  some  who  questioned 
the  value  of  this  level  of  political 
involvement),  and  adopted  an  in¬ 
ternal  reorganization  plan. 

Two  local  chapters  were  lauded 
for  special  projects  they  had  in¬ 
troduced:  BWMT -Philadelphia  in 
conjunction  with  the  Philadelphia 
AIDS  Task  Force  cut  a  rap  record 
entitled  “Respect  Yourself”  which 
has  been  played  on  the  radio  and  at 
area  discos  patronized  by  Black 
gay  men;  in  Memphis,  the  BWMT 
affiliate  is  fundraising  to  produce 
a  short  film  on  a  proposed 
American  Civil  Rights  Center. 

Co-chairs  John  Bush  and  Tim 
Wilson  and  secretary  Wendell 
Roberson  were  re-elected  to  se¬ 
cond  terms,  and  Colin  Gibson  was 
elected  treasurer. 


Two  big,  all-mate,  X-rated  hits  directed  by  Matt  Sterling 


SIZING  UP 


$5495 


CASA 


Central  American 
Education  Fund,  inc. 


SPANISH  LANGUAGE  PROGRAM 
courses  through  the  year 


FALL  TERM 


Spanish  01-  Intensive  Beginners 
Spanish  02  -  Intensive  Adv.  Beginners 
Spanish  03  -  Intensive  Intermediate 
Spanish  03b  -  Applied  Grammar  Workshop 
Spanish  04  -  Advanced  Oral  Skills 
Spanish  05  -  Intro  Cent.  Amer.  Course 

For  brochure  &  registration  form  and  schedule  call 

492-8699 


1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138 


VCR  SPECIAL 

MOVIE 

Lianna 

QUASAR 

RENTALS 

By  Design 

5041/5045 

$2.50 

Personal  Best 

$309.- 

*  thru  8/31/85 

and  more!! 

-**  t. 

SIZING  UP 

MfeC&n&iti  irii 


For  credit  card  orders  call: 


1-800-932-71 1 1 

(In  Illinois  call  1-800-572-2369) 


To  order  by  mail,  send  cashier's  check,  m.o.  or  VISA,  MasterCard  or 
Amex  number,  plus  expiration  date,  along  with  a  statement  that  you 
are  over  21  and  whether  you  want  VHS  or  Beta  formats.  Include 
shipping  charges  ($3  for  first  tape.  $1  for  second  tape.) 

Send  $ 1.00  for  a  catalogue. 

Please  state  that  you  are  over  21. 


BUOU  VIDEO  SALES 

THE  WED  EXPERTS 


1349  N.  Wells,  Chgo,  IL  60610. 


ADVERTISING  IN  GCN  WORKS! 


Rosie’s  Place,  a  drop-in  center  and  emergency 
shelter  for  poor  and  homeless  women  in  the 
South  End  of  Boston  URGENTLY  NEEDS 
VOL  UNTEERS ,  to  create  a  warm  and  social 
place  for  our  guests. 


Lunch  Shift,  contact  Liz  Westerfield 
Dinner  Shift,  contact  Harriet  Koiles 
Over  Nite  Shift,  contact  Lisa  Berndt 
(617)  536  4652 


MOVIES  &  VCR’s  SALES  &  RENTALS 

COMING  SOO/V/MA/omen’s  Music 


24  hour  drop-off 
deposit  required 


‘includes  free  movie 
rental  &1ape 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 


55  South  Street,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02.130  522-1429 


An  Urban  Anger: 

Jews,  Blacks,  and  a  Young  Butchette 


The  Changelings 

“Jo  Sinclair"  (Ruth  Seid) 

Feminist  Press,  Old  West  bury,  NY,  1985 
$8.95,  352  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Pam  Mitchell 


1  first  heard  of  this  long-out-of-print  novel  in  1981, 
when  Barbara  Smith  recommended  it  to  a  group  of 
feminists  discussing  race  and  class.  I’ve  been 
hoping  to  track  down  a  copy  ever  since,  and  so  was 
enthused  when  I  discovered  this  Feminist  Press  reprint. 

The  book  didn’t  disappoint  me.  Ruth  Seid  (writing 
under  the  name  Jo  Sinclair)  tells  a  tale  I  could  feel  at 
home  in  —  a  story  permeated  by  early-adolescent 
female  angst  and  cluttered  with  homey  detail  about 
working-class  life.  At  the  same  time,  in  only  300-plus 
pages  she  speaks  volumes  about  the  dynamics  of  a 
particular  era  of  U.S.  history,  describing  the  interplay 
of  racism,  ethnic  boundaries,  class  antagonisms,  and 
sexual  stratification  in  shaping  the  post-World  War  II 
urban  landscape  while  squeezing  from  her  own  charac¬ 
ters  as  many  signs  of  heroic  resistance  to  divisive  and 
stratifying  forces  as  they  can  reasonably  muster,  given 
their  circumstances.  And  she  does  all  this  with  a 
minimum  of  self-consciousness,  rhetoric,  and  over¬ 
simplification. 

betting  the  story  in  a  Midwestern,  mostly-Jewish 
urban  neighborhood  which  is  about  to  change  from  all- 
white  to  racially  mixed,  the  author  jumps  from 
household  to  household  and  viewpoint  to  viewpoint, 
offering  a  variety  of  (white)  working-class  “windows  on 
the  world”  rare  in  U.S.  fiction.  Oddly,  though,  the 
generous  viewpoint-hopping  halts  abruptly  whenever 
Black  characters  appear,  with  Blacks  seen  only  through 
white  eyes  and  never  in  Black  environments.  Whether 
this  was  an  artistic  device  to  heighten  the  sense  of 
community  versus  “otherness”  —  a  theme  central  to  the 
novel  —  or  a  reflection  of  the  incapacity  of  the  white 
author  to  “enter”  Black  skin,  it  weakens  the  impact  and 
credibility  of  the  book. 

Ultimately,  the  book’s  many  subplots  and  major 
characters  are  grounded  and  threaded  together  by  the 
experiences  of  its  main  protagonist,  a  going-on- 13-year- 
old  Jewish  “tomboy”  named  Judy  Vincent  (“Vincent”  to 
her  street-gang;  schwartze  kuter,  “the  black  alleycat,” 
to  the  rest  of  the  neighborhood).  The  novel  is  Vincent’s 
coming-of-age  tale,  and  maintains  a  sentimental, 
optimistic-yet-worldly  tone  consistent  with  this 
adolescent  “butchette.”  (My  faith  in  Vincent’s  future- 
dyke  potential  was  bolstered  when  I  learned  that 
another  novel  by  the  same  author  —  entitled  The 
Wasteland  —  has  an  overtly  lesbian  theme  and  major 
lesbian  character.)  Equally,  it  is  the  tale  of  a  white 
working-class  community  torn  asunder  by  its  own 
racism  and  its  own  upward  mobility  —  largely  realized 
in  that  era  as  outward  mobility  to  the  suburbs. 

The  novel  begins  at  a  pivotal  moment  both  for  its 
young  protagonist  and  for  the  neighborhood.  Suddenly 
1 2 -year-old  Vincent  runs  up  against  a  united  front  of 
violent  male  resistance  from  the  same  neighborhood 
kids  who  took  her  leadership  for  granted  when  she  was 
younger  The  following  scene  depicts  a  coup  in  which 
her  erstwhile  best  friend  and  “snitching”  (shoplifting) 
buddy  Dave  takes  over  her  position  as  gang  leader  —  a 
scene  culminating  in  a  physical  assault  with  sexual 
overtones.  It  is  a  succinct  and  painful  study  of  an 
adolescent  girl  learning“her  place"  the  hard  way: 

“Hey,  who  the  hell  do  you  think  you  are?”  Dave  went 
on  scornfully.  "A  guy?” 

It  was  an  accusation.  She  had  never  actually  called 
herself  a  boy,  but  neither  had  she  ever  thought  of 
herself  as  one  of  the  girls  she  despised  for  their  soft, 
plaintiff  weakness.  She  was  simply  Vincent,  with  the 
proud  right  to  walk  with  the  strong  ...  As  she  turned 
away,  with  her  old  disdain,  she  was  stunned  to  see  that 
the  other  faces  reflected  Dave's  ugly  laughter..  . She 


turned,  shouted,  “Lay  off!... This  is  my  gang.” 

“The  hell  it  is,”  he  said.  “No  girl’s  going  to  be  my 
boss.”  [pp.  16-17] 

Suddenly,  too,  Vincent  is  forced  to  make  lonely, 
frightening  decisions  to  combat  the  bigotry  she  sees 
engulfing  her  neighborhood:  bigotry  that  would 
prevent  a  natural  alliance  between  her  and  her 
counterpart,  Clarajackson,  a  Black  girl  her  age  who  has 
witnessed  her  humiliation  and  offers  her  knife  as 
protection  from  the  boys;  bigotry  that  would  separate 
her  from  her  sister  Shirley  and  nephew  Manny,  because 
Shirley  is  married  to  a  gentile;  bigotry  that  could  burn 
down  her  house  and  force  her  from  the  neighborhood. 

The  neighborhood,  too,  is  on  the  verge,  with  more 
and  more  unrented  apartments  obstinately  sitting 
empty  against  a  wave  of  Blacks  desperate  for  housing. 
The  novel  opens: 

“It  was  July,  it  was  August,  it  was  almost  September; 
still  the  heat  would  not  budge  out  of  the  street,  nor  lift 
much  after  the  sun  went  down.  And  still  the  black 
people  walked  up  and  down... from  the  dead  end  back 
to  the  corner,  until  the  entire  fantasy  of  heat  and  alien 
color  and  unuttered  threat  seemed  to  have  been  there 
forever. 

“Then  suddenly,  on  the  third  of  September,  the 
Rosens  moved  out  of  the  Zigman’s  upstairs  suite.  A 
third  house  was  open  to  the  enemy.”  [p.  1] 

Astute  sociologist  and  inveterate  bigot  Mr.  Levine, 
the  tough,  cynical  father  of  some  of  Vincent’s  cohorts, 
sees  the  writing  on  the  wall: 

“It  is  one  of  America’s  habits.  And  it  always  goes  the 
same  way.  First  a  few  Jews  with  money  move.  Then 
some  of  the  Italians  start  getting  nervous,  so  they  move, 
too  —  they  always  follow  the  Jews,  you  know.  Then  the 
gentiles  start  running.  And  the  Jews  without  money?  If 
they’re  frightened  enough,  they  go,  too.  They 
mortgage  their  old  age  to  the  80th  year,  but  they  go! 
And  all  the  while,  more  and  more  of  the  Black  Ones 
sneak  in.”  [p.  40]  (Seid  translates  the  Yiddish  die 
schartze  as  “the  Black  Ones”  throughout  the  novel.) 

Mr.  Levine’s  interpretation  is  juxtaposed  with  a  detailed 
description  of  actual  events  affecting  the  Jews  in  the 
neighborhood  —  rich  relatives  and  community 
institutions  moving  to  the  affluent  suburbs  and 
abandoning  those  who  can’t  or  won’t  follow.  It  is  clearly 
less  painful  and  less  risky  for  those  left  behind  to  blame 
the  demise  of  their  community  on  die  schwartze  — 
outsiders  less  powerful  than  themselves  —  than  to 
blame  it  on  the  other  most  obvious  (though  not 


necessarily  any  more  appropriate)  options:  on 
themselves  for  their  failure  to  make  enough  money  to 
follow,  or  on  their  fellow  Jews  —  their  uncles,  brothers, 
rabbis,  leaders  —  for  walking  out  on  them. 

There  are  a  few  people  in  the  book  capable  of 
seeing  beyond  this  scapegoating  and  beyond  the 
insider/outsider  mentality  that  fosters  it.  These  people, 
the  hope  of  the  future,  are  dubbed  “the  changelings” 
by  Jules  Golden,  Vincent’s  bedridden  poet  friend,  in 
the  following  poem: 

“Let  us  know  that  we  speak  a  different  language  of 
dreams,  of  thought. 

Of  love  —  we  children  who  are  never  their 
children  in  the  heart. 

Yes,  though  they  feed  us  with  bread  made  of  their 
fears  and  ignorance, 

We  cannot  grow  into  their  dark  images: 

We  are  changelings  in  our  hearts,  we  must  be  free.” 

(P  304] 

Despite  Seid’s  optimism  in  naming  the  book  after  Jules’ 
romantic  fantasy,  she  is  a  hard-headed  realist.  These 
would-be  “changelings”  are  hardly  paragons  of  virtue. 
Jules’  own  passionate  opposition  to  racism  stems  largely 
from  self-pitying  identification  with  people  he  sees  as 
victims,  and  he  uses  it  sadistically  to  torment  his 
mother.  Vincent’s  anti-racism  is  not  fueled  by  the  same 
bitterness  and  fear  of  death  as  Jules’,  but  by  the 
intelligent  self-interest  of  a  sharp  teenager:  in  addition 
to  being  hurtful  to  others,  racism  is  clearly  a  stupid  way 
to  cope  with  the  shit  coming  down  for  being  a  Jew,  a 
girl,  a  poor  person.  Dave,  Vincent’s  former  best  friend 
and  her  main  assailant  in  the  violently  sexist  scene 
described  above,  partly  redeems  himself  in  Vincent’s 
eyes  when  he  allies  with  her  to  help  a  brutalized  Black 
man,  but  he  continues  to  cash  in  on  being  a  male.  (In 
fact,  in  several  instances  Seid  is  more  willing  than  I 
would  be  to  let  some  schmucky  males  off  the  moral 
hook,  despite  her  feisty  female  characters  and  her  clear 
understanding  of  male  dominance.) 

And  Clara  is  also  seen  as  a  changeling.  One  of  the 
major  weaknesses  of  the  book  is  that  white  and  Black 
experiences  of,  and  resistance  to,  racism  are  presented 
as  parallel.  When  Clara  speaks  of  her  father’s  bitterness 
and  rage  at  “those  white  people,”  she  is  referring  to 
feelings  generated  by  a  succession  of  real  slumlords  and 
white  creeps.  Yet  somehow  his  anger  is  presented  as  the 
moral  equivalent  of  the  anti-Black  sentiments  expressed 
by  Vincent’s  family  and  neighbors;  and  Clara’s 
willingness  to  relate  with  some  whites  winds  up  looking 
less  like  a  gift  of  tremendous  faith  and  courage  than  like 
a  simple  act  of  rebellion  against  her  father,  just  like  the 
white  kids’  rebellions  against  their  elders. 

This  coupled  with  the  distance  the  author 
maintains  from  her  Black  characters  sometimes  brings 
the  book  ominously  close  to  the  “good-white-liberal” 
brand  of  racism.  Referring  to  some  of  Jules  Golden’s 
writings,  Vincent  says  of  Clara,  “This  girl  had  just  made 
the  poems  real.  She  had  put  people’s  faces  in  them,  and 
crying  and  cursing.  She  herself  seemed  to  have  jumped 
out  of  one  of  those  poems.”  (p.  130)  Unfortunately, 
right  up  to  the  end  Clara  does  seem  more  like  an 
illustration  of  a  well-intentioned  white  person’s  poetic 
imagination  than  like  a  full-blooded  person  in  her  own 
right. 

The  politics  of  this  novel  are  not  above  reproach, 
then.  And  its  prose  is  less  than  perfect.  The  book  some¬ 
times  lacks  grace.  Occasionally  its  author  loses  control, 
with  too  much  going  on  at  once,  too  many  characters 
and  plot -twists  to  keep  track  of. 

Yet  even  with  its  flaws,  this  is  an  exciting  and 
unusual  venture.  I  have  personal  as  well  as  political  and 
literary  reasons  for  appreciating  it.  Of  particular  interest 
to  me  as  someone  Jewish  on  one  side  of  my  family, 
raised  working-class  but  isolated  from  other  Jews,  is  the 
book’s  grasp  of  some  of  the  forces  —  the  internal 
cleavages  over  class  differences,  the  desire  for  “the  good 
life,”  the  white  racist  flight  from  the  die  schwartze  — 
which  shattered  Jewish  working-class  community  in  the 
Continued  on  Book  Review  page  2 
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Last  September  21 ,  Paul  Rogers,  former  school  teach¬ 
er  and  social  worker,  was  found  dead  in  his  New 
York  apartment.  He  was  killed  by  his  adopted  son, 
to  whom  he  dedicated  his  first  novel,  Saul’s  Book.  The 
youth  and  a  friend  allegedly  bludgeoned  Rogers  to 
death  in  order  to  raid  his  bank  account  to  buy  drugs.  1 
The  circumstances  of  Rogers’  demise  form  a  fitting 
epitaph  to  his  life,  and  an  ironic  epilogue  to  his  book. 
Following  as  they  do  a  work  laced  with  irony  and 
despair,  they  may  have  been  unexpected,  but  they  were 
not  surprising. 

Saul’s  Book  is  a  gripping  and  bleak  account  of  New 
York,  of  the  people  who  inhabit  Times  Square,  and 
above  all,  of  the  relationship  between  a  streetwise  youth 
named  Sinbad  and  his  domineering  man  friend,  Saul. 
Superbly  written,  it  raises  provocative  questions  about 
man /boy  relationships. 

Rogers  gives  us  striking  portraits  of  Saul,  an  intel¬ 
lectual,  middle-aged  con  artist  who  is  as  addicted  to 
booze  as  he  is  to  sloth,  and  of  Sinbad,  a  prostitute  at  12, 
strung  out  on  a  variety  of  drugs,  and  battling  inner  de¬ 
mons  —  chief  among  them  his  older  lover’s  indiffer¬ 
ence.  Each  hustles  his  lover,  the  world-at-large,  and 
ultimately  himself  in  order  to  survive. 

The  author  charts  Sinbad’s  course  from  the  time  he 
is  an  11 -year-old  boy,  fully  aware  of  his  beauty,  until  he 
becomes  a  quietly  desperate  man  of  30,  massaging  his 
balding  scalp  with  a  worthless  patent  medicine.  Along 
the  way,  Rogers  draws  scenes  of  occasional  hilarity  and 
enormous  depravity,  set  against  an  ever-varied  backdrop 
of  New  York  City  street  life. 

In  many  ways  Saul’s  Book  comes  close  to  other 
autobiographical  classics  that  portray  coming-of-age  in 
the  inner-city  streets:  The  Autobiography  of  Malcolm 
X,  Claude  Brown’s  Manchild  in  the  Promised  Land ,  Piri 
Thomas’  Down  These  Mean  Streets. 

What  sets  it  apart  is  its  homosexual  orientation. 
One  cannot  use  the  word  “gay”  in  this  context;  none  of 
the  principal  characters  has  anything  approaching  a  gay 
identity,  even  though  all  seek  sexual  pleasure  almost 
exclusively  with  members  of  their  own  sex.  The  events  at 
Stonewall  are  as  alien  to  them  as  liberation  theology 
would  have  been  to  a  medieval  monk. 

Rogers  details  the  ravages  experienced  by  Sinbad  as 
he  fights  for  survival  in  an  uncaring  city  and  the  often- 
contemptible  way  in  which  Saul  treats  his  younger 
partner.  For  every  instance  of  Saul’s  good-humoredly 
putting  one  over  on  the  criminal  justice  system  —  pos¬ 
ing  variously  as  Sinbad’s  employer  or  psychiatrist  —  to 
free  his  younger  lover  from  his  latest  legal  trouble,  Rog¬ 
ers  recounts  callous  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  older 
man. 

In  addition,  Sinbad  suffers  "Brutal  depredations 
from  the  city’s  other  chicken  hawks.  There  are  scenes  of 
degradation  so  enormous  that  they  leave  the  reader 
drained  of  feeling.  Rogers’  dry,  third-person  description 
in  these  passages  makes  them  almost  lyrical,  in  a  way. 
The  technique  demonstrates  well  his  mastery  of  the 
language. 

Most  of  the  book,  however,  is  written  in  Sinbad’s 
voice,  and  it  depicts  his  life  with  deft  irony.  Witness  the 
youth  at  16,  waking  up  to  a  new  day: 

The  announcer  says  it’s  twelve  past  six  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  •  I  got  a  bitch  of  a  headache  and  I  stop  smiling, 
fast.  I  look  around.  Well,  it’s  a  hotel  room,  that’s  for 
sure,  but  I  have  no  idea  which  hotel.  They  all  look  the 
same  to  me,  the  ones  1  crash  in.  The  walls  are  always 
painted  shit  green  and  there's  plaster  all  over  the  floor 
and  a  chair  which  if  you  sat  in  you’d  fall  flat  on  your  ass. 


A  fat  guy  is  in  bed  with  me.  Except  that  he  is  wearing^ 
polka-dot  drawers,  he  is  buck  naked.  He  looks  like  a 
fucking  beached  whale  or  something,  snoring  and  snort¬ 
ing  on  his  back. 

My  head  hurts  so  bad  I  wonder  if  I  got  another  migrane 
coming  on.  Every  fucking  nerve  in  my  body  says  lay 
there,  don’t  get  up  or  you’ll  be  sorry,  but  I  got  too  much 
to  take  care  of  today .... 

The  whale  is  still  snorting.  He’s  a  real  beauty,  the  whale. 
Got  this  thick  curly  hair  all  over  his  chest  and  stomach 
and  legs.  Well,  at  least  he’s  white.  As  Saul  would  say, 
“Thank  God  for  small  favors.”  When  did  I  meet  the 
whale?  His  little  cock  is  hanging  out  of  the  slit  in  his 
drawers.  He’s  a  real  beauty,  the  whale  is. 

At  first,  the  bleakness  of  Sinbad’s  situation  seems 
to  buttress  the  arguments  of  the  anti-man /boy  love  ad¬ 
vocates,  many  of  whom  believe  boy-lovers  prey  upon  al¬ 
ready  vulnerable  youth.  But  Rogers’  book  is  no  anti- 
pederastic  polemic.  Its  power  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  is  as 
ambiguous  as  life  itself. 

Both  Sinbad  and  Saul  are  complex  individuals, 
each  of  whom  acts,  in  a  moral  sense,  both  rightly  and 
wrongly.  Both  have  traits  (e.g. ,  Sinbad’s  enduring  erotic 
fascination  for  the  older  man)  which  are  condemned  by 
our  society  but  are  presented  here  as  valid  ends  in 
themselves. 

Rogers  does  us  a  service  by  forcing  us  to  examine 
the  moral  ramifications  of  Sinbad  and  Saul’s  relation¬ 
ship,  to  make  us  come  to  grips  with  their  actions,  to  try 
to  sort  out  what’s  right  and  what’s  wrong.  In  so  doing  he 
helps  us  to  better  understand  the  nature  of  man /boy 
love  and  the  nature  of  the  power  each  participant  has 
over  the  other. 

The  questions  raised  by  Rogers’  work  are  not  easily 
answered.  In  a  story  in  the  New  York  newspaper  the 
Voice  about  Rogers’  death,  his  son  Chris  asserts  that 
Rogers  asked  for  it:  “  ‘He  pushed  me  so  long  and  so 
much,  that  I  finally  had  to  do  it.  He  had  it  coming  for  a 
very  long  time,’  said  the  boy.  . .  .”2 

The  article,  by  Voice  editor  Guy  Trebay,  is  a  fasci¬ 
nating  glimpse  into  a  life  that  closely  paralleled  the 
character  Saul’s.  From  interviews  with  Rogers’  friends 
and  associates,  Trebay  recounts  the  author’s  overbearing 
nature  and  his  low  threshold  for  rage,  as  well  as  his 
numerous  scrapes  with  the  law  —  crimes  from  fraud  to 
drug  running,  including  assaults  upon  the  elderly.  From 


the  first,  Rogers  was  involved  with  the  boys,  even  paying 
for  the  bar  mitzvah  of  a  13 -year-old  with  whom  he  had  a 
year-long  affair  while  he  was  teaching  at  a  Brooklyn 
yeshiva. 

It  is  imperative  for  boy-lovers,  and  for  all  of  us 
interested  in  human  sexuality,  to  examine  the  issues 
raised  by  Rogers’  life.  Chief  among  them  is  the  nature  of 
Saul’s  domination  of  Sinbad  and  Rogers’  real-life 
domination  of  Chris.  Bad  enough  is  the  usual  adult 
manipulation  of  children.  What’s  worse  is  then  the  one 
being  manipulated  is  emotionally  dependent  on  the  one 
doing  the  manipulating,  and  when  this  manipulation  is 
not  “in  the  best  interests  of  the  child,”  to  borrow  a 
phrase  from  the  social  work  establishment.  Such  abuse 
of  adult  authority  may  occur  as  often  between  men  and 
boys  as  it  does  between  parents  and  children. 

In  a  world  where  children  are  forced  to  barter  their 
bodies  for  food  and  shelter,  how  can  those  who  propose 
elimrnating  age-of-consent  laws  assure  there  will  be  no 
further  exploitation?  They  can’t,  of  course,  but  at  least 
they  can  familiarize  themselves  with  the  issues  surround¬ 
ing  the  exploitation  of  children  in  order  to  meet  the 
arguments  of  those  who  deny  children  sexual  autonomy. 

In  addition,  men  and  youths  who  advocate  the  right 
to  have  sex  together  can  work  for  young  people’s 
empowerment.  Having  power  oneself  is  the  only  certain 
way  to  prevent  others  from  abusing  theirs. 

To  their  credit,  many  of  the  groups  that  have  called 
for  the  rightof  children  and  adults  to  engage  in  sexually 
expressed  relationships  have  also  advocated  children’s 
rights  and/or  liberation.  Chief  among  them  are: 
Britain’s  Gay  Youth  Movement,  the  North  American 
Man /Boy  Love  Association,  the  British  collective  that 
publishes  minor  PROBLEMS ,  West  Germany’s  Indian- 
erkommune,  and  the  Pedophile  Work  Group  of  the 
Netherlands  Society  for  Sexual  Reform. 

Spokespersons  from  groups  such  as  these  had  better 
be  familiar  with  the  issues  raised  by  works  like  Saul’s 
Book  if  they  expect  to  make  any  headway  against  the 
overwhelming  opposition  in  Western  society  to  children 
and  adults  having  sex. 

!“ Writer  Beaten  to  Death;  His  Adopted  Son  Is  Held,  ”  The 
New  York  Times,  September  25,  1984;  "In  Brief,"  P.A.N. 
magazine,  Amsterdam,  issue  20,  October,  1984,  p.8. 

2  "A  Novelist  is  Murdered  by  His  ‘Son’:  Dead  Man's  Bluff,” 
Voice,  New  York,  January  29,  1985,  p.l. 


An  Urban  Anger:  Jews,  Blacks,  and  a  Young  Butchette 
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generation  before  mine.  These  forces  have  sent  many 
community  institutions  to  the  more  affluent  (and  less 
accessible)  suburbs,  and  have  dispersed  many  of  those 
working-class  and  poor  Jews  who  have  remained  in 
urban,  less  wealthy  areas,  leaving  us  with  little 
connectedness  and  low  visibility. 

Seid’s  rendering  of  racism-with-a-Yiddish-accent, 
of  the  often  venomous  form  anti-Black  racism  has  taken 
among  some  U.S.  Jews,  made  me  squirm,  though  1 
couldn’t  help  but  recognize  its  familiar  face. 

But  the  book  also  illustrates  countervailing 
tendencies  among  some  Jews  toward  fighting  for  justice 
and  siding  with  the  oppressed.  These  latter  are 
historically  rooted,  often  institutionalized  tendencies, 
though  in  this  novel  they  manifest  only  as  responses  by 
Page  2  •  Book  Review  •  Gay  Community  News  •  August, 


individuals  and  not  as  organized  political  forces.  The 
overt,  unconscious  racism  of  most  of  Seid’s  Jewish 
characters  could  have  been  complemented  by  examples 
of  the  more  submerged  and  guilt-soaked  brand  I  grew 
up  with  as  the  daughter  of  a  Jewish  Communist. 
Perhaps  because  the  The  Changelings  takes  place 
during  the  McCarthy  era,  the  leftists  who  would  surely 
be  present  in  any  urban  working-class  Jewish 
community  didn’t  make  an  appearance  in  the  book.  In¬ 
clusion  of  some  activists  consciously  resisting  racism  on 
a  political  level,  even  as  they  might  be  perpetuating  it 
in  more  “personal”  ways,  would  have  added  a 
dimension  of  the  U.S.  Jewish  experience  of  particular 
interest  and  relevance  to  present-day  progressives. 

Though  Seid  does  not  excuse  bigotry,  she  is 
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witness  in  this  novel  to  the  real  terror  and  rage  that  were 
the  breeding  ground  for  the  virulent  racism  of  some  of 
her  characters.  Still  reeling  from  the  impact  of  recent 
genocide  in  Europe,  prey  to  economic  forces  beyond 
their  control,  the  displacement  and  distortion  of 
emotion  take  on  pathetic  and  somewhat  ludicrous, 
albeit  destructive,  form:  “If  [the  Black  Ones]  get 
together  —  five  hundred,  a  thousand  —  and  march  in 
here?”  exclaims  Mr.  Levine  at  one  point.  “Remember 
what  happened  in  Poland,  in  Vienna,  in  Berlin!” 
Without  excusing  or  forgiving  racism  in  all  its  brutal 
stupidity,  Seid  maintains  the  capacity  to  recognize  and 
honor  the  underlying  humanity  of  its  perpetrators, 
their  pain  and  their  ability  to  change,  and  to  hold  out 
hope  for  better  days. 


Japanese- Canadian  WWII  Relocation: 
A  Maiden  Aunt’s  View 


Obasan 

Joy  Kogawa 

David  R.  Godine,  Publisher ,  Boston ,  1982 
$8.95,  250 pp. 

Reviewed  by  Connie  Chan 


Megumi  Naomi  Nakane  is  a  “Sansei”  (third 
generation),  the  grandchild  of  immigrant 
parents  who  came  from  Japan  to  find  a  home 
and  a  new  life  in  Canada.  Fishing  people  from 
generations  past  in  Japan,  they  made  their  home  on  the 
coast  in  Vancouver,  British  Columbia.  Many  years  later, 
when  Naomi’s  grandparents  and  uncle  die,  they  are 
buried  not  on  the  coast  or  in  the  sea,  but  in  the  plains 
and  prairies  of  wind-swept  Alberta.  The  story  of  how 
they  and  other  Canadians  of  Japanese  ancestry  were 
forced  from  their  homes,  imprisoned,  and  forced  to  “re¬ 
locate”  during  World  War  II  is  the  story  of  Obasan. 

Obasan  is  an  enchanting  first  novel  by  Joy 
Kogawa,  a  “Nisei”  (second  generation)  writer.  It 
movingly  chronicles  one  Japanese-Canadian  family’s 
forced  relocation  from  Vancouver  to  the  internment 
camps  and  ghost  towns  —  the  godforsaken,  undesirable 
places  no  one  else  wanted.  It  also  tells  of  the  times  and 
of  the  country  that  would  not  allow  them  back  to  their 
home?  and  possessions  and  finally,  would  not  allow 
them  to  return  to  the  seacoast  areas  where  their  commu¬ 
nities  once  stood.  Their  crime?  Being  Canadian  citizens 
of  Japanese  ancestry,  their  children  Canadian  born  and 
bred.  They  were  people  of  Japanese  ancestry  during 
World  War  II,  and  they  no  longer  had  any  rights,  in  the 
United  States,  or  in  Canada. 

Obasan  is  a  very  personal  story.  It  is  Naomi’s  story, 
and  it  is  eloquently  told  in  images  and  rich  detail.  It  is 
told  in  a  manner  that  moves  the  reader  across  time, 
from  Naomi  as  a  grown-up  adult  school  teacher  in 
Alberta  — 

Marital  status:  Old  Maid...  Spinster?  Old  maid? 
Bachelor  lady?  The  terms  certainly  apply.  At  thirty-six, 

I’m  no  bargain  in  the  marriage  market.  But  Aunt  Emily 
in  Toronto,  still  single  at  fifty-six,  is  even  more  old- 
maidish  than  I  am  and  yet  she  refuses  the  label.  She 
says  if  we  laundered  the  term  properly,  she’d  put  it  on, 
but  it's  too  covered  with  cultural  accretions  for  com¬ 
fort.  [p.  8]  * 
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Joy  Kogawa 

—  to  Naomi’s  bewilderment  as  a  young  child,  hearing 
only  snatches  of  low  conversations  after  bedtime, 
sensing  the  fear  and  the  panic  among  her  parents  and 
other  adults.  With  her,  the  reader  endures  the  moves 
that  seem  to  make  no  sense,  leaving  home  in  Vancouver 
to  ghost  towns,  hearing  about  relatives  in  prison  for  no 
apparent  reason,  not  understanding  the  extent  of  the 
racism  and  paranoia,  the  hate  and  scapegoating 
directed  at  innocent  children  and  adults. 

It  is  a  story  told  by  different  voices.  One  strong 
voice  is  Naomi’s  Aunt  Emily,  through  her  letters  to 
Naomi’s  mother  in  Japan.  Ever  questioning,  she  seeks 
an  answer  to  the  reason  for  the  racism  and  the 
injustices.  Years  later,  in  1972,  she  feels  more  betrayed 
than  bitter.  At  56  years  old,  her  life  is  more  than  half 
over,  yet  she  still  searches  for  the  truth,  unable  to  forget 
or  forgive  those  who  separated  her  family  and  destroyed 
her  wav  of  life. 


As  readers,  we  experience  Aunt  Emily’s  anger  and 
anguish  first  hand  from  her  letters  and  then  again  from 
Naomi’s  perspective  as  she  reads  them.  Naomi’s  story 
unfolds  slowly;  instead  of  a  narrative,  she  gives  the 
reader  scenes  and  dreams  from  her  childhood,  along 
with  detail-laden  descriptions  of  the  present.  The 
images  are  so  strongly  presented  that  I  could  close  my 
eyes  and  visualize  the  rooms;  the  actions  so  deliberate  at 
times  I  felt  I  was  reading  a  haiku  poem.  Kogawa  is 
particularly  successful  in  her  development  of  the  action: 
she  gets  the  reader  to  move  at  Naomi’s  cautious  yet 
impatient  pace,  and  we  become  both  scared  and 
fascinated  with  a  secret  that  has  been  kept  from  Naomi 
for  forty  years.  In  the  end,  like  Naomi,  we  are  not 
disappointed. 

Obasan  is  well-written  and  well-paced,  with  strong 
female  characters.  Unfortunately,  we  do  not  get  to 
know  any  of  the  male  characters  as  well  —  they  seem  to 
be  more  flat  and  lack  substance.  This  is  only  a  minor 
flaw,  for  this  is  a  novel  that  tells  far  more  than  just  the 
story  of  one  Japanese-Canadian  family;  it  is  a  story  of 
gross  injustice,  of  losing  one’s  rights  in  a  democracy;  it 
is  a  story  of  a  people  who  were  betrayed  and  never 
understood  why.  Obasan  is  Naomi’s  story,  but  it  is  also 
a  story  for  any  and  all  of  us  who  have  been  treated 
unjustly,  or  pre-judged  by  our  race  and/or  sexuality.  In 
Obasan ,  we  recognize  the  pain  of  being  singled  out 
because  we  were  different;  we  can  also  share  in  the  hurt, 
and  in  the  small  triumphs  of  maintaining  our  identities 
and  our  pride. 

Where  do  any  of  us  come  from  in  this  cold  country? 

Oh  Canada,  whether  it  is  admitted  or  not,  we  come 
from  you  we  come  from  you.  From  the  same  soil,  the 
slugs  and  slime  and  bogs  and  twigs  and  roots.  We  come 
from  the  country  that  plucks  its  people  out  like  weeds  " 
and  flings  them  into  the  roadside.  We  grow  in  ditches 
and  sloughs,  untended  and  spindly.  We  erupt  in  the 
valleys  and  mountainsides,  in  small  towns  and  back 
alleys,  sprouting  upside-down  on  the  prairies,  our  hair 
wild  as  spiders’  legs,  our  feet  rooted  nowhere.  We  grow 
where  we'  are  not  seen,  we  flourish  where  we  are  not 
heard,  the  thick  undergrowth  of  an  unlikely  planting. 
Where  do  we  come  from  Obasan?  We  come  from 
cemeteries  full  of  skeletons  with  wild  roses  in  their 
grinning  teeth.  We  come  from  our  untold  tales  that 
wait  for  their  telling.  We  come  from  Canada,  this  land 
that  is  like  every  land,  filled  with  the  wise,  the  fearful 
the  compassionate,  the  corrupt. 


Uneven  Men’s  Comedy  from  Promising  Writer 


Extra  Credit 


Jeff  Black 

Alyson  Publications,  Boston,  1985 
$5.95,  177  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Bill  Kreidler 


Extra  Credit  is  the  story  of  Harper  King,  a  former 
college  gymnast  (doesn’t  it  seem  like  there  are  a 
lot  of  gay  novels  about  former  college  gymnasts?) 
who  is  pinned  to  the  mat  by  ennui.  Bored  with  his  job 
teaching  English  in  a  tough  junior  high  school,  lacking 
both  love  and  real  friendship,  he  tries  in  a  despondent 
way  to  sort  out  his  life.  The  task  is  complicated  by  the 
people  with  whom  he  must  cope,  including  Rose,  the 
martinet  chair  of  the  English  Department;  Connie,  a 
frustrated,  mercurial,  and  ultimately  vindictive 
colleague  (women  do  not  come  off  well  in  this  book); 
Garrick,  a  vague  and  insecure  new  teacher;  and  Mick, 
an  old  lover.  Life  is  something  that  happens  to  Harper 
King,  and  Extra  Credit  chronicles  his  successful  attempt 
to  gain  some  control  over  it,  to  become  an  actor  instead 
of  merely  a  reactor. 

For  most  of  the  book,  however,  Harper  King  is  the 
passive  victim  of  circumstance.  Only  through  his  cynical 
wit  does  he  fight  back,  and  pretty  ineffectual  fighting  it 
is,  too.  This  is  something  of  a  problem,  not  only  for 
King  but  also  for  the  reader. 

The  cover  of  Extra  Credit  hails  it  as  “the  funniest 
gay  novel  of  the  year.”  I  can  agree  with  that  only  if  I  am 
allowed  to  name  the  year.  Extra  Credit  is  frequently 
amusing;  it  often  made  me  smile,  but  it  never  made  me 
laugh.  Part  of  the  problem  is  that  King’s  pathetic 
situation  and  passive  outlook  overwhelm  the  humor. 
Certainly  such  dreary  circumstances  could  be  made  very 
funny,  but  I’m  afraid  this  requires  a  defter  touch  than 
Jeff  Black’s.  The  book’s  humor  usually  sinks  under  the 
weight  of  King’s  despair.  What  should  be  a  depressing 


bad  news  for  a  comic  novel. 

Another  problem  with  Extra  Credit  is  that  Black 


doesn’t  always  allow  the  humor  to  arise  naturally  from 
his  characters’  insights.  The  times  that  he  does  provide 
the  book  with  its  best  moments.  King’s  experience  in  a 
gay  bar,  for  example,  is  both  funny  and  perceptive,  as  is 
his  soliloquy  on  his  feelings  about  love: 

How  many  times  had  my  feelings  about  love  changed? 
The  figure  was  starting  to  mount.  Once  it  had  been  a 
religion:  I  was  awestruck  and  averted  my  eyes.  Then  it 
was  a  game:  Milton  Bradley  blew  a  bundle  when  he 
didn’t  invent  this  one.  Love  then  seemed  a  second  job 
with  an  occasional  fringe  benefit.  Now  it  had  evolved 
into  a  combination  of  all  three  with  a  dash  of  more 
ambiguous  feelings  thrown  in  for  spice  —  and  a  little 
quiet  patch  where  there  were  no  feelings  for  love  at  all, 
just  a  bit  of  numbness,  not  really  unpleasant  once  you 
got  used  to  it. 

In  contrast  with  these  moments,  however,  are  the 
jokes  that  Black  insists  on  dropping  into  the  narrative, 
even  when  it  means  pummeling  the  characters  and  plot 
to  make  room  for  them. 

Only  in  the  last  three  chapters  does  Extra  Credit 
come  close  to  saving  itself.  The  plot  suddenly  becomes 
wilder  and  looser.  During  a  confrontation  with  Rose, 
King  quits  his  job  and  impetuously  flees  to  Chicago 
looking  for  Mick,  only  to  find  him  with  another  man. 
He  returns  home  where  he  is  seduced  by  one  of  his 
students,  and  is,  for  reasons  I  won’t  go  into,  locked  into 
the  school  overnight  with  Garrick.  All  of  this 
culminates  in  King’s  taking  decisive  action  to  change 
and  improve  his  life:  All  in  just  three  chapters!  Bljck 
controls  these  new  and  zany  developments  well, 
making  them  credible  and  never  allowing  them  to 
degenerate  into  an  I-Love-Lucy  type  of  farce. 

Jeff  Black  writes  well  and  perceptively.  The  last 
chapters  of  Extra  Credit  indicate  that  when  it  misses  the 
mark,  as  it  so  frequently  does,  it  isn’t  because  he  hasn’t 
tried.  It’s  because  he  has  tried  too  hard. 
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Fellow  Travellers 

T.C.  Worsley 

Gay  Men’s  Press,  London 

$7.50  paper,  249  pp- 

T.C.  Worslcy’s  autobiographical  Fellow 
Travellers  is  a  novel  of  British  intellectuals  — 
many  of  them  homosexuals  —  and  their  ef¬ 
forts  to  aid  Spain  in  the  Civil  War.  First 
published  in  1971,  it  was  actually  written 
during  the  period  it  describes.  It  is  imperative 
to  keep  this  in  mind  because  the  book  is 
much  more  than  a  mere  historical  roman  a 
clef  examining  the  past  lives,  loves  and 
politics  of  1930s  gay  male  radicals.  Written  as 


T.e.woRUEy 

FELLOW  TRAVELLERS 


a  collection  of  letters  and  diaries,  authors’ 
notes  and  characters’  commentaries,  it 
resembles  what  has  been  called  the  non- 
fictional  novel.  It  convinces  us,  with  all  of  the 
power  of  an  imagined  fiction,  but  also  has  the 
hard  slap  of  truth  and  history. 

The  story,  for  there  is  very  little  plot  in  the 
traditional  sense,  centers  around  Martin 
Murry,  based  very  closely  upon  poet  and  critic 
Stephen  Spender,  and  his  working-class  lover 
Harry  Watson.  Murry  is  a  beacon  of  inspira¬ 
tion  for  his  leftist  friends,  but  it  is  Harry, 
fired  by  his  lover’s  articulated  politics,  who 
actually  leaves  London  and  joins  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Brigade  to  fight  in  Spain.  This  action 
forces  Murry,  and  many  of  his  upper-class 
radical  friends,  to  deal  with  the  realities  of 
their  intellectualized  and  only  semi-acted- 
upon  politics. 

But  beyond  its  story,  and  the  new  insight  it 
offers  about  real  historical  figures,  Fellow 
Travellers  is  a  pungent  and  sometimes 
frightening  examination  of  the  complexities 
of  love,  friendship  and  politics.  Although 
there  is  no  doubt  of  the  author’s  (and  his 
characters’)  dedication  to  anti-fascism, 
Worsley  has  dissected  both  his  time  and  set¬ 
ting  so  carefully  as  to  expose  the  most  in¬ 
tricately  hidden  emotion,  the  most  expertly 
concealed  motivation.  He  examines  that  par¬ 
ticular  point  where  the  personal  meets  the 
political  and  has  found  not  only  truth,  but 
also  fear,  hypocrisy  and  the  self-serving. 

But  aside  from  being  a  great  read,  Fellow 
Travellers  is  a  document  of  gay  history. 
Homosexual  radicalism  is  a  fact  that  is  both 
unacknowledged  by  many  gay  people  and 
generally  hidden  by  many  leftists.  This  novel 
not  only  presents  us  with  the  indisputable 
facts  of  the  situation  in  1930s  England  and 
Spain;  it  presents  them  in  a  way  which  makes 
the  connection  between  them  not  only 
reasonable,  but  inevitable. 

—  Michael  Bronski 


The  Lavender  Couch 

Dr.  Mamy  Flail 
Boston:  Alyson,  1985 
$7.95  paper,  199  pp. 

Classified  Affairs 

John  Preston  and  Frederick  Brandt 
Boston:  Alyson,  1984 
$6.95  paper,  116  pp. 

A  long  time  ago  when  I  was  first  a  college 
student,  I  went  to  see  a  psychiatrist  who 
taught  at  my  university's  medical  school.  At 
the  time  I  was  struggling  to  free  myself  from 
the  clutches  of  my  overprotective  family,  be¬ 
ginning  on  a  personal  transformation  that 
eventually  was  to  lead  to  my  coming  out.  But 
my  doctor  “friend”  was  no  help:  He  was  one  of 
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the  coldest  persons  I  have  ever  met;  if  I 
learned  anything  from  my  sessions  with  him, 
it  was  that  I  should  look  for  counseling  from 
someone  with  a  spark  of  human  compassion. 

I  had  not  quite  recognized  my  sexual  feel¬ 
ings  for  what  they  were.  It  was  just  as  well, 
given  the  circumstances.  Years  later  I  learned 
that  he  was  involved  in  a  debate  with  a  local 
gay  group,  defending  the  traditional 
psychiatric  view  of  homosexuality  as  a  per¬ 
sonality  disorder. 

Yet  at  the  time  I  only  knew  I  deserved  bet¬ 
ter  than  this  reptile.  I  was  fortunate  that  the 
psychiatrists  I  would  deal  with  as  I  was  defin¬ 
ing  my  sexual  identity  were  infinitely 
superior.  They  were  supportive,  even  if  at 
times  they  may  have  disagreed  with  some  of 
my  choices.  Only  later  when  I  heard  some  of 
the  psychiatric  horror  stories,  including  that  of 
a  friend  who  had  been  subjected  to  repeated 
electroshock  therapy  intended  to  “cure”  him 
of  his  homosexuality  (and  nearly  had  his 
brains  burned  out  in  the  process),  did  I  realize 
just  how  lucky  I  had  been. 

Since  then  I  have  implicitly  recognized  the 
basic  importance  of  gay-affirmative  therapy 
whenever  I  have  needed  outside  help,  therapy 
that  respects  my  personhood  and  does  not  in¬ 
sult  me  with  the  arrogant  assumption  that  my 
homosexuality  is  the  “problem.”  Such  is  the 
premise  behind  The  Lavender  Couch,  a  “con¬ 
sumer’s  guide”  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  who 
are  considering  therapy.  Marny  Hall  is  a  les¬ 
bian  psychiatrist  in  private  practice  in  San 
Francisco. 

The  book  is  arranged  in  a  logical  progres¬ 
sion:  how  to  begin  searching  for  a  therapist, 
matching  up  with  one  who  meets  your  needs, 
negotiating  a  contract  and  fees,  dealing  with 
any  problems  that  may  arise  in  the  course  of 
therapy,  recognizing  when  and  how  to  end 
therapy.  Adding  to  its  utility  are  a  sample 
client-therapist  contract  and  a  list  of  resources. 
This  is  a  most  useful  and  badly-needed  hand¬ 
book  for  the  person  who  is  embarking  on  this 
perilous  quest. 

*  *  * 

Classified  Affairs  is  another  kind  of  guide, 
for  gay  men  interested  in  the  personal  ads.  For 
many  people,  placing  or  answering  such 
advertisements  has  the  air  of  the  exotic  —  it’s 
still  slightly  taboo.  For  me  the  results  have 
been,  frankly,  prosaic:  I’ve  occasionally  an¬ 
swered  ads,  and  some  of  the  responses  have  re¬ 
sulted  in  sex  or  friendship,  though  (alas!) 
never  romance.  They  are  a  comparatively  new 


John  Preston 


way  of  making  contact,  developing  in  under¬ 
ground  newspapers  of  the  1960s  like  the 
famous  Los  Angeles  Free  Press,  and  coming  of 
age  with  the  rise  of  gay  journalism  in  the  last 
decade  and  a  half. 

John  Preston  and  Frederick  Brandt  have 
written  a  short  work  that  examines  and  de¬ 
mystifies  what  has  by  now  become  almost  a 
venerable  institution  in  our  community.  The 
stereotype  that  only  “losers”  place  or  respond 
to  ads  is  far  from  the  truth.  Instead,  they  de¬ 
scribe  a  varied  clientele,  including:  people 
who  live  in  isolated  areas,  men  who  dislike 
bars,  those  who  are  coming  out  or  who  must 
be  discreet,  people  concerned  about  disease 
and  avoiding  anonymous  contacts,  and 
prisoners. 

The  authors  give  many  helpful  suggestions 
for  writing  and  answering  the  personals,  in¬ 
cluding  definitions  to  many  of  those 
mysterious  codes  and  abbreviations.  Laudibly 
emphasized  throughout  is  the  importance  of  a 
sense  of  humor  in  this  undertaking.  Also 
useful  is  the  inclusion  of  a  coupon  good  for  a 
free  classified  in  any  one  of  25  gay  periodicals. 

—  John  Kyper 

ews  •  August,  1985 


Other  Halves 

Sue  McCauley 
Penguin  Books,  1985 
$5.95,  254pp. 

A  thirty-five-year-old,  white,  middle-class 
housewife,  Liz,  meets  Tug,  a  sixteen-year-old 
unemployed  Maori  boy,  in  a  psychiatric 
hospital.  Liz  is  a  voluntary  patient  escaping 
marriage,  motherhood,  and  desperate 
boredom.  Tug  has  been  hospitalized  after 
pleading  drug  addiction  in  an  attempt  to 
escape  a  prison  sentence  for  stealing.  Other 
Flalves,  New  Zealand  writer  Sue  McCauley’s 
first  novel,  is  the  tale  of  this  unlikely  couple’s 
love  relationship. 

Through  her  association  with  Tug,  Liz 
begins  to  comprehend  the  experience  of  race, 
class,  and  age  prejudice  in  a  way  that  she  failed 
to  grasp  within  the  sexually  oppressive  con¬ 
fines  of  her  marriage.  With  Liz’  support,  Tug 
begins  to  have  hope  of  leaving  his  marginal 
life  on  the  streets. 

The  couple’s  attempt  to  build  a  life  together 
is  continually  thwarted  by  the  disapproval  of 
friends  and  community  and  by  the  racism  that 
prevents  Tug  from  finding  work.  These  fac¬ 
tors,  combined  with  the  enormous  emotional 
differences  between  them,  gradually  bring  the 
relationship  to  its  breaking  point.  They  are 
rescued  by  an  invitation  from  a  gay  male 
friend  to  join  a  community  in  the  North 
Island.  “Different’s  normal  there,”  Martyn, 
the  gay  man,  says.  And  for  Liz  and  Tug  the 
community  is  different  enough  for  them  to 
pull  together. 

Martyn  and  his  lover  Pete  live  a  quiet, 
domestic  life  amidst  straight  hippie  couples, 
but  —  disappointingly  for  the  gay  or  lesbian 
reader  —  the  two  men  have  no  connection  to 
gay  culture  outside  of  each  other.  In  this 
respect,  Other  Flalves  is  a  straight  novel. 
However,  the  ease  with  which  the  gay 
characters  are  introduced,  and  the  pro¬ 
tagonist’s  almost  innocent  .acceptance  of  the 
vast  differences  inherent  in  her  relationship 
with  Tug,  allow  us  to  believe  in  the  workabili¬ 
ty  of  non-traditional  coupling. 

Particularly  striking  is  McCauley’s  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  intergenerational  theme.  Her 
unself-conscious  portrayal  of  a  woman /youth 
relationship  exposes  both  difficult  and  joyous 
aspects.  The  protagonists  are  both,  at  times, 
embarrassed  by  their  association  with  each 


other.  They  fight  about  responsibility  and 
freedom,  but  they  also  delight  in  their  dif¬ 
ference.  Liz’  guidance  allows  Tug  to  take  risks 
finding  work  and  to  build  a  more  indepen¬ 
dent  lifestyle.  Tug  draws  Liz  into  spontaneous 
play  that  she  had  long  ago  forgotten,  and  we 
are  treated  to  a  couple  of  delightful  sexual 
scenes  in  which  he  initiates  play  with  gender 
roles. 

Other  Flalves  is  a  very  satisfying  novel .  We 
are  given  a  glimpse  of  life  in  New  Zealand  in 
the  mid -seventies,  a  couple  of  gay  characters 
presented  in  a  sympathetic  light,  and  a  well- 
written,  realistic  portrayal  of  an  intergenera¬ 
tional,  interracial  relationship. 

—  Carolyn  Stack 


The  Two  of  Us:  Affirming, 
Celebrating  and  Symbolizing 
Gay  and  Lesbian 
Relationships 

Larry  J.  Uhrig 
Alyson  Publications 
$6.95  paper,  140  pp. 

The  first  thing  that  one  notices  about  this 
book  is  that  the  cover  features  something 
which  looks  like  a  melted  Gumby  doll  with  a 
cock  ring  tossed  on  it.  Actually  it’s  a  lambda 
and  a  wedding  ring. 

Books  like  The  Two  of  Us  elicit  very  specific 
responses.  One  group  of  people  will  hate  it  for 
its  touchy-feely,  I’m  o-gay/ You’re  o-gay 
approach  to  relationships  and  perhaps 
especially  for  its  stance  on  “blessing”  a  gay 
relationship.  Although  the  author  makes 
distinctions  between  gay  relationships  and 
straight  “marriages,”  what  may  seem  to  some 
as  respecting  our  lives  seems  to  others  as 
restricting  and  living  in  imitation  of  straight 
norms. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  are  interested  in 
celebrating  and  institutionalizing  gay 
relationships,  this  book  may  be  for  you.  Aside 
from  the  usual  advice  on  the  do’s  and  don’t’s 
of  relationships,  the  book  contains  formal 
“contracts  of  commitments,”  and  formats  for 
an  “Order  of  Worship”  complete  with 
suggested  processional  hymns  and  benedic¬ 
tions. 

As  I  said,  you’ll  either  love  it  or  hate  it. 

—  Michael  Bronski 
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FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

K  HaviUnd  Sheet 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02U5  (617)  267-7573 

Open  Monday-Saturday  Appointment  necessary  -  evert i^s  available 
located  between  Auditorium  and  Symphony  Green  Line  T  slops, 
one  Hock  west  at  Massachusetts  fee.  at  BetVIee  College  of  Munc. 

RUTENTCENTERED  HEALTH  CARE  IS  OUR  HALLMARK 
Rstiahy  •  General  Medicine  •  femfly  Planning  •  Women’.  Health 
•  Geriatrics  •  Mental  Health  •  Spurts  Medicine  •  Nutrition  • 

Minor  Surgery  •  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  •  Dermatology  - 

-  24-HOUR  ON-CALL  EMERGENCY  SERVICE 

-  OPEN  TO  ALL  REGARDLESS  OF  RESIDENCE 

-  REASONABLE  FEESTRIYMENT  PLANS 

-  MAJOR  INSURANCE  AND  V1SA/MASIERCARD  ACCEPTED 


M  YEARS  OF  QUALITY  HEALTH  CARE  TO  BOSTON'S  LESBIAN/GAV 
COMMUNITY  AND  BACK  BACK  BAy/FENWAT  STUDENT  fc  ELDERtY  RESIDENTS 
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YOU  might  IlOt  know  it,  but  the  field  of  women’s  writing  is 
growing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  You  might  not  know  it,  because  most  mainstream 
review  periodicals  don’t  cover  the  majority  of  women’s  writing,  printing  only 
occasional  reviews  of  books  by  women  writers  loo  famous  to  ignore.  You  might 
not  know  it,  because  even  feminist  publications  can’t  cover  it  all  within  the 
confines  of  a  book  review  section.  You  might  not  know  il— unless  you  subscribe 
to  The  Women’s  Review  of  Books. 

Each  issue  of  the  Women’s  Review  is  filled  with  in-depth  reviews  of  the  most 
current  and  controversial  in  writing  by  and/or  about  women.  In  our  pages, 
you’ll  find  a  forum  for  lively  debate  on  a  wide  range  of  feminist  concerns; 
thoughtful,  thought-provoking  writing  on  everything  from  poetry  to  politics, 
sexuality  to  sociology,  fiction  to  physics,  and  more. 

If  you  subscribe  to  the  Women’s  Review,  you  know  all  this. 

If  you  don’t,  what  are  you  waiting  for? 


□  1  want  to  know— -send  me  a  FREE  sample  copy  of  the  Women’s  Review. 

□  I  can’t  wait — here’s  my  subscription: 

X  G  1  enclose  S _ (and  get  a  FREE  extra  issue  on  my  subscription). 

514  individuals,  $25  institutions;  outside  US:  Canada,  add  $3  postage,  elsewhere,  add  $5 
for  surface  mail,  $18  airmail  Please  make  all  payments  in  US  dollars. 

□  Bill  me  later  -but  start  my  subscription  now. 

Name _ _ _ _ _ 

Street  _ _ _ _ _ 

Oty - - - State _ Zip _ 

Send  to:  The  Women’s  Review  of  Books,  Dept.  16,  Wellesley  College  Center  for 
Research  on  Women,  Wellesley,  MA  02181  -8255. 


Us  in  the  Eyes  of  Them 

Titles  of  Interest  from  the  Mainstream  Press 


Women  in  Academe 

While  mainstream  trade  publishers  occupy 
their  time  publishing  books  that  tell  women 
how  to  maximize  their  middle-management 
potential,  the  university  presses  have  been 
busy  with  explorations  of  women’s  history  and 
scholarship.  If  at  times  a  little  too  academic, 
they  are  nevertheless  of  interest  and  impor¬ 
tance. 

Emily  Herring  Wilson’s  Hope  and  Dignity: 
Older  Black  Women  in  the  South  (Temple  U. 
Press,  $19.95)  is  a  series  of  narratives  and 
dialogues  with  Black  women  in  their  seven¬ 
ties,  eighties,  and  nineties  about  their  lives 
and  histories.  A  fine  blend  of  scholarship  and 
oral  history.  In  a  similar  vein  is  Bessie  Jones’s 
For  the  Ancestors,  collected  and  edited  by 
John  Stewart  (U.  of  Illinois  Press,  $14.95),  a 
self-portrait  of  a  rural  Black  woman’s  life  and 
career  as  a  domestic,  farm  worker,  and  self- 
appointed  collector  and  historian  of  Black 
musical  traditions.  Jacqueline  Jones’s  Labor  of 
Love,  Labor  of  Sorrow  (Basic  Books,  $22.95)  is 
a  solid,  if  Somewhat  analytical,  look  at  Black 
women  and  their  relationships  to  the  family 
and  to  work,  from  slavery  to  the  present. 

Martha  Vicinus'  Independent  Women: 
Work  and  Community  for  Single  Women 
1850-1920  (U.  of  Chicago,  $27.50)  deals  with 
white,  middle -class  women  in  relationship  to 
one  another,  especially  in  work.  While  les¬ 
bianism  does  not  play  a  huge  part  in  the 
book’s  analysis,  there  is  plenty  here  to  satisfy. 
Also  concerned  with  work  is  Flora  Tristan’s 
The  Worker’s  Union  (U.  of  Illinois,  $14.95). 
First  published  in  1843,  Tristan  argues  (long 
before  most  anyone  else)  for  a  worker’s  con¬ 
sciousness  of  class  as  an  imperative  for  organiz¬ 
ing,  with  a  special  emphasis  on  women. 

Another  analysis  of  women  workers,  Leah 
Lydia  Otis’  Prostitution  in  Medieval  Society 
(U.  of  Chicago,  $22.50),  is  a  fascinating,  if 
very  detailed,  look  at  women,  sexism,  and 
economics.  Likewise,  Christine 
Klapish-Zuber’s  Women,  Family,  and  Ritual 
in  Renaissance  Italy  (U.  of  Chicago,  $27.50)  is 
a  painstakingly  researched  work  which  looks  at 
the  origins  of  much  of  our  contemporary 
culture.  Wider  in  scope  is  Penny  Schine  Gold’s 
The  Lady  and  the  Virgin  (U.  of  Chicago, 
$20.00)  which  examines  the  popular  culture 
which  reinforced  dichotomies  in  the  images  of 
and  attitudes  towards  women  in  twelfth - 
:  century  France.  Although  specific  in  time  and 
place,  the  book  makes  clear  connections  to  the 
present. 


Impact  of  the  past  on  the  present  is  also 
clear  in  Charles  Bernheimer’s  collection  of 
pieces  In  Dora’s  Case:  Freud  —  Hys¬ 
teria  —  Feminism  (Columbia  U.  Press, 
$22.00),  a  close  look  at  both  Freudian  theory 
and  its  application  to  therapy  and  society  over 
the  years.  An  ultimately  superficial  look  at 
psychological  theory  in  relation  to  children  is 
Uwe  Peters’  Anna  Freud.  Mostly  a  compen¬ 
dium  of  papers  and  dates,  the  book  does  in¬ 
clude  material  and  photos  on  her  lifetime 
companion,  Dorothy  Burlingham. 

Equally  connected  to  fame  —  and  hating  it 
—  is  Angelica  Garnett,  Virginia  Woolf s 
niece,  who  tells  of  the  hell  of  growing  up 
bohemian  in  Deceived  with  Kindness  (Har- 
court,  Brace,  Jovanovich,  $14.95).  It’s  not 
quite  “Bloomsbury  Dearest,”  but  almost. 

Respectful,  and  well-written,  is  Nancy 
Reich’s  Clara  Schumann:  The  Artist  and  the 
Woman  (Cornell  U.,  $25.00).  Nothing  shock¬ 
ing,  but  of  value  to  those  interested  in  the 
history  of  women  and  music. 

Queens  of  Stage 

The  genre  of  the  film-star  bio/autobio  can 
be  informative  and  fun:  these  aren’t.  Three 
Phases  of  Eve  (St.  Martin’s,  $17.95)  by  Eve 
Arden  is  pulpy  and  sentimental,  nothing  like 
her  film  persona.  Glenys  Robert’s  Bardot  (St. 
Martin's,  $14.95)  could  have  dwelt  more  on 
the  horrors  of  being  a  sex  goddess  in  pop- 
culture.  It  doesn’t  and  is  silly  and  trivializing. 
Michael  Feeney  Callan’s  Julie  Christie  (St. 
Martin’s,  $14.95)  has  the  advantage  of  being 
about  an  intelligent,  articulate  woman.  Still, 
it’s  silly  too  and,  even  worse,  written  with 
pretention  ;  nice  photos.  Raymond  Strait  /Leif 
Henie’s  Queen  of  Ice,  Queen  of  Shadows 
(Stein  and  Day,  $19-95)  tries  to  be  “Sonia 
Dearest,”  but  ends  up  as  shallow  as  skate 
blades  on  ice.  The  best  of  the  lot  is  Robert 
Laguardia’s  Red:  The  Tempestuous  Life  of 
Susan  Hayward  (Macmillan,  $16.95).  His 
earlier  bio -of  Montgomery  Clift  was  better, 
but  this  is  a  good  examination  of  what  it  was 
like  to  be  a  woman,  a  star,  and  a  worker  in  a 
culture  which  used  and  ultimately  denigrated 
all  three. 

Dick  Moore’s  Twinkle,  Twinkle,  Little  Star 
(but  don’t  have  sex  or  take  the  car)  (Harper 
and  Row ,  $  1 6 . 95 )  is  a  memoir  of  growing  up  a 
young  star  in  Hollywood,  and  while  entertain¬ 
ing,  exposes  the  exploitation  of  children,  not 
only  in  the  industry  but  in  American  life.  Not 
much  more  than  a  footnote  to  the 
pathologically  sexist  career  and  life  of  Alfred 


Hitchcock  is  David  Freeman’s  The  Last  Days  of 
Alfred  Hitchcock  (Overlook,  $17.95).  It 
features  the  unfilmed  script  of  his  last  movie, 
but  all  in  all,  is  only  of  interest  when  read  in 
conjunction  with  Donald  Spoto’s  detailed 
biography. 

Both  Carey  Schofield’s  Jagger  (Beaufort, 
$8.95)  and  Chet  Flippo’s  On  the  Road  with 
the  Rolling  Stones:  Twenty  Years  of  Lipstick, 
Handcuffs  and  Chemicals  (Doubleday,  $6.95) 
are  glib,  gonzo  journalism  about  the  world’s 
favorite  musical  sex  purveyors.  Both  avoid 
much  mention  of  the  homosexuality  which 
has  always  been  attendant  to  the  group. 

Fables  of  Passion 

Ann  Beattie’s  newest,  Love  Always  (Ran¬ 
dom  House,  $16.95),  is  sort  of  the  indiscreet 
charmlessness  of  the  bourgeoisie  —  with 
several  well-drawn  characters.  And  indiscreet 
though  charming  is  the  last  installment  in 
Ann  Rice’s  “Beauty  Trilogy.”  Written  under 
the  pseudonym  of  A.N.  Roquelaure,  Beauty’s 
Release  (Dutton,  $8.95)  is  equally  divided  be¬ 
tween  homo-(male)  and  hetero-sex.  Ornately 
written,  this  is  about  the  hottest  book  of  the 
summer.  Less  good,  but  interesting,  is  Ann 
Rice’s  (under  the  pseudonym  Ann  Rampling) 
Exit  to  Eden  (Arbor  House,  $17.95):  sort  of  an 
S/M  Club  Med,  not  that  hot,  but  some  good 
thoughts  about  sex,  S/M,  and  power. 

From  one  utopia  to  another  we  have  Daring 
to  Dream  (Pandora,  $9. 95),  a  collection  of 
women’s  utopian  stories  from  the  late  1800s. 
A  great  mix  of  speculative,  science, 
psychological,  and  social  fictions.  Jim 
Heynan’s  You  Know  What  is  Right  (North 
Point,  $13  95)  consists  of  short  sketches  of 
rural  American  life.  Precise  and  to  the  point, 
they  deal  with  growing  up  and  sex.  Equally  as 
specific  to  locale  is  Faye  Moskowitz’s  A  Leak  in 
the  Heart  (David  Godine,  $13.95), 
autobiographical  story /essays  about  growing 
up  Jewish  Orthodox  in  1930s  Michigan.  What 
it  lacks  in  elegance,  it  more  than  makes  up  in 
feeling  and  thought.  And  combining  feeling, 
depth,  elegance,  and  genius  is  Grace  Paley’s 
newest  collection,  Later  the  Same  Day  (Farrar, 
Straus,  Giroux  $13.95).  If  you  know  her  other 
work,  this  is  a  must;  if  you  don’t,  read  it  all. 

William  Goyen’s  Had  I  a  Hundred  Mouths 
(Clarkson  Potter,  $15.95)  is  a  final  collection 
of  the  late  author’s  stories.  Mysterious,  some¬ 
times  violent,  they  have  a  perverse,  brooding 
sexual  undertone  reminiscent  of  Flannery 
O’Connor.  Ntozake  Shange’s  Betsey  Brown 
(St.  Martin’s,  $12.95)  is  the  author’s  first  full- 
length  novel.  Lyrical  and  funny,  it  details 
growing  up  Black,  female,  and  confused  in 
the  1950s.  From  the  other  end  of  the  age  spec¬ 
trum  is  Julius  Lester’s  Do  Lord  Remember  Me 


(Holt,  Rinehart,  $13.95),  the  last-day  remem¬ 
brances  of  a  Black  minister  from  slavery  to  the 
early  civil  rights  movement. 

Cecile  Pineda’s  Face  (Viking,  $14.95)  is  a 
strange  fable  of  a  Brazilian  man  who  loses  his 
face  in  an  accident,  and  of  his  painstaking 
physical  reconstruction  and  rediscovery  of  a 
sexual,  national,  and  personal  sense  of  self. 
Just  as  disturbing  is  Iain  Banks’  The  Wasp  Fac¬ 
tory  (Houghton  Mifflin,  $13.95),  concerning 
a  distruhed  English  boy  who  lives  in  a  fantasy 
world  of  paranoia  and  twisted  sexual  sen¬ 
sibilities.  Ultimately,  it’s  about  identity,  but 
with  a  shocker  of  an  ending.  Francis  King’s 
Voices  in  an  Empty  Room  (Little,  Brown, 
$  1 5.95)  is  about  loss  and  dependency  and  how 
the  two  may  bring  about  a  catharsis.  Also  look 
for  two  earlier  works  —  The  Domestic  Animal 
and  The  Firewalkers  —  both  just  reissued  by 
Gay  Men’s  Press. 

Eric  Higgs’  The  Happy  Man  (St.  Martin’s 
Press,  $11.95)  pretends  to  look  at  sexuality 
and  violence  in  modern  society.  It  doesn’t, 
and  it’s  exploitative  and  stupid.  Thomas 
Berger’s  Nowhere  (Delacourt,  $14.95)  is 
homophobic,  misogynist  and  repulsive.  The 
question  is  not  why  it  got  published,  but  why 
Berger’s  literary  reputation  keeps  getting  bet¬ 
ter  and  better.  Edward  Stewart’s  Ariana 
(Crown,  $17.95)  is  a  roman  a  clef  of  Maria 
Callas.  It’s  at  least  fun  in  a  trashy  sort  of  way,  if 
a  little  too  long. 

Words  of  Fame 

Gertrude  Stein  is  seeing  a  minor  revival  this 
summer  with  Picasso:  The  Complete  Writings 
(Beacon,  $7.95)  and  Lectures  in  America 
(Beacon,  $10.95),  both  back  in  print  after 
years  and  well  worth  checking  out.  As  is  Virgil 
Thompson’s  Autobiography  (Dutton, 
$1 1.95):  not  as  revealing  or  gossipy  as  it  might 
be,  but  cranky,  fun  reading.  Kay  Boyle’s 
Words  That  Must  Somehow  Be  Said 
1927-1984  is  a  good  selection  of  a  woman’s 
journey  through  progressive  politics  and  the 
good  fight  for  almost  sixty  years.  In  a  similar 
vein,  although  more  literary,  is  Mary  McCar¬ 
thy’s  Occasional  Prose  (Harcourt,  $17.95). 
Peppered  with  politics  and  insights  on  sex, 
culture,  and  writing,  this  is  McCarthy  at  her 
pungent,  quick-witted  best.  Stevie  Smith:  A 
Selection  (Faber  and  Faber,  $6.95)  is  a  concise 
sampling  of  her  poetry  and  prose.  Mordantly 
feminist  and  scathing,  it’s  unlike  anything 
else:  quite  odd  and  wonderful.  A  Learical  Lex¬ 
icon  (Atheneum,  $12.95)  is  a  fanciful  collec¬ 
tion  of  words  invented  by  the  great,  gay 
limerist  and  word  diddler,  Edward  Lear.  Near¬ 
ly  put  together,  there  is  more  gay  imagination 
here  than  in  any  batch  of  current  gay  novels  or 
magazines.  _  Michael  Bronski 
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ACCOMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACCOUNTING 

BOOKKEEPING 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 60  State  Street 
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BOOKSTORES 
GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
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CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  T remont  Street 
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CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  BARNA  &  AMY 
WETTER 

790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1 500 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
678  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
497-2019 
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REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  Ma 
926-4289 
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BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 


1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
Insurance  Agency 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

MARGARET  M.  LAPRE 

INSURANCE 

697  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-8187 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Sq. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7860 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELIN  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
Room  219 
542-5188 

Francis  Giambrone, 

MA  Counseling 
110  Orchard-St. 

Somerville  Ma.  02144 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyer  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
641-1234 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  No.  31 
The  Arcade  Bldg. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

SOUTH  BAY  REALTY 
105  W.  Newton  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 


678  Mass  Av. 

Suite  405 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 


576-1493 


864-1197 


628-6988 


ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
265-2264 


TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553 

COMPUTER  CONSULTING 

JUDY  HOUSMAN 
285  Harvard  St.  206 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
354-2365 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC  SER¬ 
VICES 

Linda  Hall,  Jan  Savoy, 

Anni  Waterflow 
152  Plymouth  St. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
288-3106/294-1948 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

NOBSCOTT  TRAVEL  AND  SHUT¬ 
TLE  SERVICE 
795  Water  Street 
Framingham,  MA  01701 
877-2278 
235-2040 


WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 
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Cummings  on  Lowenstein 

CIA-Baiting  a  Liberal  Closet  Queen 


The  Pied  Piper:  Allard  K.  Lowenstein 
and  the  Liberal  Dream 

Richard  Cummings 
Grove  Press,  New  York,  1985 
$19.95,  569  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Gordon  Gottlieb 


After  liberal  activist  Allard  Lowenstein  was  elected 
to  Congress  in  1968,  so  the  story  goes,  his 
conservative  colleagues-to-be  anticipated  his 
arrival  on  the  congressional  scene  with  dread.  But  he 
turned  out  not  to  be  the  wild-eyed,  bomb-throwing  Jew¬ 
ish  radical  they  feared .  He  even  won  the  respect  of  South 
Carolina  Rep.  Mendel  Rivers  —  then  the  chair  of  the 
House  Armed  Services  Committee  —  who  proudly 
informed  him,  “We  don’t  have  just  one,  but  two 
(pronounced  “tee-yew”),  two  synagogues  in  Charleston.” 
Later  into  his  term,  Rivers  took  Lowenstein  aside  and 
said,  “Lowenstein,  my  boy,  you  and  I  may  not  see  eye  to 
eye  on  lots  of  things.  But  I  like  you,  and  when  you  run 
for  re-election,  I  will  campaign  for  you,  or  against  you, 
whichever  you  want!” 

That  Lowenstein,  who  was  viewed  as  the  driving 
force  behind  the  1968  Dump  Johnson  movement, 
could  make  a  friend  and  occasional  ally  of  Congress’ 
number  one  booster  of  the  military-industrial  complex 
is  just  one  part  of  the  legend  that  surrounds  a 
remarkable  man.  (There  is,  of  course,  the  underlying 
question  of  even  a  temporary  alliance  with  a  personable 
reactionary,  but  most  good  liberals  would  opt,  I  think, 
for  pragmatism  over  principle.)  And  in  liberal  circles, 
Lowenstein  is  still  viewed  with  awe  and  admiration  for 
his  leadership  from  the  1950s  through  the  1970s. 

In  some  ways,  he  represents  the  quintessential 
(and  in  his  case  seemingly  ubiquitous)  liberal  —  as  a 
student,  he  played  a  leadership  role  in  the  National 
Student  Association  (NSA);  in  the  1960s,  he  was  active 
in  the  church-led  wing  of  the  civil  rights  movement  in 
the  South  and  the  anti-apartheid  movement  in  South 
Africa;  and  he  worked  on  human  rights  issues  at  the 
U.N.  under  Andrew  Young  in  the  late  1970s.  Like  all 
good  liberals,  he  was  an  optimist.  He  had  faith:  Give 
people  the  right  tools,  access  to  the  system,  and  their 
problems  would  be  addressed  and  —  ultimately  — 
solved.  He  conveyed  this  faith  with  almost  messianic 
fervor,  aiming  his  words  at  the  young,  particularly 
college  students,  keeping  them  in  the  fold  of  liberalism 
—  or  at  least  within  the  electoral  system. 

Richard  Cummings  has  written  a  comprehensive 
and  controversial  biography  of  Lowenstein.  Not  only 
does  it  chronicle  in  impressive  detail  Lowenstein’s  life 


and  death  (he  was  assassinated  by  a  crazed  ex-protege  in 
1980),  but  The  Pied  Piper  treats  Lowenstein  as  a 
metaphor  for  American  post-war  liberalism  and 
subjects  a  once  highly  regarded  political  movement  to 
the  same  scrutiny  Lowenstein  himself  faces.  Not  too 
surprisingly,  both  come  out  wanting,  though  their 
boosters  claim  otherwise. 

The  most  provocative  (and  frequently  challenged) 
aspect  of  the  book  is  Cummings’  contention  that 
Lowenstein  was  a  CIA  operative  in  Spain  and  South 
Africa,  informed  on  Communists  in  the  civil  rights 
movement,  and  helped  the  CIA  manipulate  the 
National  Student  Association  in  the  1950s.  Motivated 
by  the  staunch  anti-communism  of  leading  post-war 
liberals  like  Norman  Thomas,  Eleanor  Roosevelt  and 
Duke  University  President  Frank  Graham,  Lowenstein 
actively  sought  out  non-communist  alternatives  to  the 
pressing  foreign  policy  problems  of  that  era.  It  is 
difficult  to  remember  that  —  even  as  it  finalizes  plans 
to  invade  Nicaragua  —  the  CIA  was  once  viewed  as  the 
last  refuge  of  Cold  War  liberals  in  foreign  policy 
decision-making  circles.  Cummings  identifies  what  is 
called  the  “good  wing”  of  the  CIA,  which  sought  to 
shore  up  the  anti -Communist  left  in  countries  where 


Allard  Lowenstein,  1972 


Russian  influence  was  feared,  channeling  millions  into 
various  domestic  and  foreign  front  groups,  which  could 
in  turn  fund  seemingly  independent,  autonomous 
political  parties  and  movements.  Lowenstein  was  a 
likely  conduit,  says  Cummings^,  by  virtue  of  his 
impressive  contacts  within  the  socialist,  anti-Franco 
movement  in  Spain,  among  white  liberals  in  South 
Africa,  and  the  more  moderate  of  the  Black  African 
liberation  groups  in  what  was  then  South  West  Africa. 

Ah,  but  was  he  really  an  actual  agent  or  just  an 
independent  soul  whose  interests  and  activities 
coincided  with  the  CIA’s?  It’s  one  thing  to  have 
overlapping  interests,  it’s  quite  something  else  to  take 
home  a  little  paycheck  every  week.  A  number  of 
leading  liberals  have  indignantly  rejected  any 
Lowenstein-CIA  connection,  using  various  forums  to 
denounce  the  book.  Even  before  the  book’s 
publication,  the  Washington  Post  printed  a  spirited 
(and  fairly  bitchy,  even  for  the  Post)  defense  of 
Lowenstein,  taking  Cummings  equally  to  task  for 
drawing  conclusions  where  no  proof  -could  be 
presented,  for  conducting  sloppy  research,  and  for 
changing  his  name  from  Cohen  to  Cummings.  And 
indeed,  Cummings  does  rely  on  unnamed  sources, 
inference,  and  occasional  cryptic  notations  by 
Lowenstein  to  make  good  his  charge.  Yet  the  liberals’ 
fury  is  somewhat  counterbalanced  by  the  longevity  of 
speculation  about  Lowenstein.  As  early  as  the 
mid-1960s,  the  SDS  and  other  New  Left  types  openly 
called  Lowenstein  a  CIA  plant,  and  many  other  liberals 
during  the  1950s  and  early  1960s  did  have  connections 
with  the  “good  wing”  of  the  CIA.  Since  what  was  once 
seen  as  the  left’s  paranoia  about  government  infiltration 
and  manipulation  has  been  in  part  subsequently 
verified,  so  claims  of  agents  among  us  should  not  be  so 
routinely  discounted. 

And  no  one  seems  to  ask:  How  does  one  prove  that 
a  dead  man  was  a  CIA  operative?  Regretably,  there  are 
no  paycheck  stubs  lying  around.  Cummings  actually 
spends  several  pages  describing  the  difficulty  in 
determining  how  an  individual  can  be  formally  and 
informally  associated  with  the  CIA.  Certainly,  the 
Agency  won’t  say.  Friends  are  quoted  as  having 
suspicions,  but  nothing  more  is  offered. 

*>  Interestingly,  all  this  spook  speculation  has  drawn 
|  attention  away  from  another  controversial  part  of 
Lowenstein’s  life  that  is  more  effectively  verified  —  that 
Lowenstein  was  gay.  Lowenstein  was  always  lauded  for 
t  his  emphasis  on  incorporating  young  people  into  the 
S  electoral  process  and  used  college  students  as  a  major 
|  power  base  for  his  organizing  efforts.  This  important 
|  political  goal  apparently  coincided  with  his  attraction  to 
the  many  WASPy  young  men  his  crusade  attracted.  He 
Continued  on  Book  Review  page  8 


Short  Political  Fiction  Well  Worth  Reading 
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The  Things  That  Divide  Us 

Edited  by  Faith  Conlon,  Racehl  da  Silva  and 

Barbara  Wilson 

The  Seal  Press,  Seattle,  1985 

$7.95,  191  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Pat  M.  Kuras 

The  Things  That  Divide  Us  is  a  collection  of  fifteen 
short  stories  by  women.  The  stories  explore 
various  barriers  which  women  have  for  keeping 
themselves  separate  from  one  another.  The  women  are 
separated  by  varying  degrees  of  intolerance,  ignorance, 
jealousy,  hate  and  social  pressures.  The  factors  causing 
these  enforced  barriers  are  racial,  ethnic  and  financial 
differences,  heterosexism  versus  lesbianism,  and 
alcoholism  juxtaposing  sobriety. 

As  with  any  anthology,  some  of  the  contents 
surpass  other  work  in  the  book.  I  tend  to  read  stories 
solely  for  enjoyment.  With  feminist  fiction,  literary 
conventions  seem  to  be  tossed  aside  in  order  to  project 
rhetoric  and  preaching.  In  a  recent  interview,  Edmund 
White  said,  “In  the  mid-’70s  there  was  a  kind  of 
enthusiasm  for  publishing  lots  of  gay  titles,  but  a  lot  of 
junk  was  brought  out  that  didn’t  do  very  well,  so  now 
the  number  of  gay  books  has  fallen  off  for  commercial 
think  this  remark  of  White’s  would  be  just  as 


reasons.  _ _ _ 

accurate  if  you  substituted  the  word  feminist  for  gay,  »  an  accumpiisnea  poet  ana,  in  iy«v 

or  possibly  even,  say,  political  fiction.  The  trouble  published  an  exquisite  collection  of  short  stories  ( For 
with  delivering  messages,  whether  it  be  in  fiction,  Nights  Like  This  One:  Stories  of  Loving  Women,  Frog 


surprisingly  good  book.  Surprising,  I  say,  because  it  is  towards  Lisa,  a  white  lesbian  and  Ernestine’s  former 
so  seldom  that  I  find  heavy,  theme-laden  work  making  lover.  As  Shirley  puts  it:  “I’m  still  thinking  about  that 
good  fiction.  I  enjoyed  many  of  the  stories,  particularly  Continued  on  Book  Review  page  8 
two  by  women  whom  I  have  known  primarily  as  poets 
—  the  Boston  area’s  Robin  Becker  and  Philadelphia’s 
Becky  Birtha. 

Becker’s  story,  “In  the  Badlands,”  concerns  a 
young  lesbian  who  returns  to  her  hometown  in  South 
Dakota,  bringing  along  her  female  lover.  The  story  is 
told  from  the  viewpoint  of  the  hometown  lesbian’s 
mother.  Mrs.  Stokes  has  lived  in  the  area  all  her  life  and 
finds  nothing  exotic  about  the  mesas  of  the  National 
Park  or  working  along  side  Chippewa  women  in  the 
Bulova  watch  factory.  Helen,  the  new  arrival,  is  unin¬ 
tentionally  patronizing.  Mrs.  Stokes  is  well  aware  of  the 
nature  of  her  daughter’s  relationship  with  Helen: 

‘“Extinct  is  Forever’  read  her  bumper  sticker  and  ‘Save 
the  Ferret.’  She  was  trying  to  save  the  world;  I  just 
wished  she’d  forget  about  my  daughter.”  When  her 
daughter  pleads  with  her  to  accept  Helen,  Mrs.  Stokes 
counters  with:  “‘Aren’t  I  trying?  Do  I  laugh  when  she 
asks  me  what  I  know  about  Calamity  Jane?”’  There  is 
no  real  resolution  with  this  story;  Mrs.  Stokes  learns  that 
she  will  have  to  accept  Helen.  Becker’s  writing  truly 
captures  Mrs.  Stokes’  dilemma:  her  isolation  in  wanting 
to  dislike  Helen  and  her  inability  to  openly  discuss  les¬ 
bianism.  This  is  a  story  told  with  wit  and  grace.  I  look 
foward  to  seeing  more  of  Becker’s  fiction. 

Becky  Birtha  is  an  accomplished  poet  and,  in  1983, 


.  o  ’  - 

poetry  or  song,  is  that  the  composer  usually  finds  the 
message  more  important  than  the  medium  and,  as  a 
result,  the  work  suffers. 

A  couple  of  the  stories  in  The  Things  That  Divide 
Us  are  real  clunkers,  but,  for  the  most  part,  it’s  a 


In  the  Well  Press).  The  contributor  notes  state  that  she 
is  a  Black,  lesbian  feminist  and  is  involved  in  an  eight- 
year-old  interracial  relationship.  Her  story,  called  “Her 
Ex-Lover,”  is  about  Ernestine  and  Shirley,  two  Black 
lesbians,  and  Shirley’s  on-going  anger  and  jealousy  Becky  Birtha 


Tee  Corinne 


Decades  of  Love  and  Life  from  Lesbians 


Inland  Passage  and  Other  Stories 

Jane  Rule 

Naiad  Press,  Tallahassee,  1985 
$7.95,  273  pp. 

Misfortune’s  Friend 

Sarah  Aldridge 

Naiad  Press,  Tallahassee,  1985 
$7.95,  296  pp. 

The  Swashbuckler 

Lee  Lynch 

Naiad  Press,  Tallahassee,  1985 
$7.95,  288  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Diane  Hamer 

The  stories  of  Inland  Passage  are  set  within  the 
structure  of  young  adulthood,  maturity,  and  old 
age.  This  structure  also  speaks  for  these  three 
books  as  they  chronicle  individual  lives  that  grow  as 
time  passes:  Misfortune’s  Friend  takes  place  in  the  late 
1920s  and  ’30s,  The  Swashbuckler  from  1960-’72,  and 
Inland  Passage  the  1980s.  Each  presents  examples  of  in¬ 
dividual  lesbian  lives,  rather  than  the  politics  of  each 
time  period.  Each  examines  in  microcosm  the  ways  that 
lesbians  have  lived. 


Sarah  Aldridge 


In  Misfortune's  Friend ,  Althea,  fourteen  and 
disabled  with  a  limp  from  polio  and  wearing  a  brace  on 
her  leg,  goes  to  live  with  her  maiden  Aunt  Marjorie  in 
Washington,  D.C.  Her  grandmother,  who  had  been 
caring  for  her  since  her  mother  died,  can  no  longer  pro¬ 
vide  a  place  for  her.  Marjorie  is  an  outcast  in  the  family 
but  at  this  point,  there  is  no  one  else  in  the  family  will¬ 
ing  to  take  Althea  in.  She  is  a  quiet,  withdrawn  child 
who  leans  toward  pensive  afternoons  of  staring  out  the 
window  or  reading  books.  Years  go  by,  some  in  a  line  or 


two,  a  technique  of  Aldridge’s  that  annoyed  me, 
especially  in  light  of  how  hazy  the  passage  of  time 
became  later  on.  Living  in  Aunt  Marjorie’s  home, 
Althea  meets  many  interesting,  if  not  fascinating, 
women,  most  notably  Mrs.  Henshaw,  an  old  boarding 
school  friend  of  Marjorie’s.  It  is  she  who  is  referred  to  by 
the  title  as  she  spends  her  life  coming  to  the  aid  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  need. 

Eventually,  Althea  graduates  from  college  with  no 
apparent  important  interactions  or  relationships  along 
the  way.  Deciding  to  do  graduate  work,  she  makes  the 
big  break  and  moves  to  London,  where  by  chance,  Mrs. 
Henshaw  lives.  In  case  Althea  needs  any  help,  Mrs. 
Henshaw  will  be  available.  And  through  Mrs.  Hen¬ 
shaw,  Althea  meets  more  fascinating  people,  including 
Fern,  “whose  frankness  caused  Althea’s  shyness  to 
recede.”  They  begin  a  friendship  that  turns  to  love.  Od¬ 
dly  enough,  Althea  accepts  this  love  with  no  apprehen¬ 
sion,  no  fright,  and  almost  no  question  —  no  self-con¬ 
sciousness,  no  recriminations.  Eventually  Mrs.  Henshaw 
realizes  what  has  developed  and  she  screams  at  Althea, 
“...It  is  most  unsuitable  for  her  [Fern]  to  be  living  with 
you... you  imagine  yourselves  in  love... but  you  must 
stop  it!  It  cannot  go  on!  It  is  unhealthy!”  Althea  re¬ 
sponds  that  there  isn’t  anything  wrong  with  it  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  defends  her  position. 

All  along,  the  relationship  between  Marjorie  and 
Mrs.  Henshaw  has  been  touched  on,  hinted  at  and  sur¬ 
mised  about,  but  never  are  we  given  any  details  except 
description  that  seems  to  say  that  Marjorie  is  deeply  in 
love  with  Mrs.  Henshaw  (who  married  early  and  then 
lost  her  husband).  At  this  point  Mrs.  Henshaw  also 
learns  that  another  woman  had  been  living  with  Aunt 
Marjorie  but  has  since  left  her,  and  so  “Misfortune’s 
Friend”  rushes  to  the  States  to  be  with  her  old  friend, 
telling  Althea,  “I  have  taken  very  much  to  heart  what 
you  have  said....  My  dear,  you  must  believe  me  when  I 
say  that  your  aunt  has  always  meant  more  to  me  than 
anyone  else  in  life.”  We  see  that  Althea’s  calm  accep¬ 
tance  of  herself  has  enabled  Mrs.  Henshaw  to  admit 
something  to  herself. 

Fans  of  Sarah  Aldridge  will  probably  find  this 
novel  satisfying,  but  I  found  it  frustrating  and  hard  to 
finish.  There  were  loose  ends,  such  as  the  full 
significance  of  Althea’s  limp  and  brace.  We  see  her 
withdraw,  but  she  never  suffers  any  discrimination  or 
abuse,  and  since  she  contracted  polio  during  the  great 
epidemic  of  1913,  I’m  surprised  there  weren’t  other  dis¬ 
abled  people  around.  There  is  also  anachronistic 
language  such  as  able-bodied,  a  word  rarely  used  until 
recently . 

The  Swashbuckler  picks  up  this  social  history  in 
1962  with  Frenchie  on  her  way  to  a  lesbian  bar  in 
Greenwich  Village.  For  Frenchie,  life  is  lived  for  Satur¬ 
day  night  and  whichever  girl  she  is  interested  in  this 
week.  Frenchie  is  a  butch.  “...All  4'  11"  of  her  was  in 
the  tough,  bouncing  walk....  Yeah,  she  was  a  bulldyke 
and  every  Saturday  night  she  loved  being  a  bulldyke  in 
a  bulldyke ’s  world.” 

This  is  the  story  of  a  bar  dyke  in  the  days  when 
roles  were  very  strong.  But  as  time  passes  and  different 
voices  and  perspectives  speak  to  us,  we  see  the  roles, 
and  choices,  change.  Frenchie  meets  a  lesbian  with  a 
daughter;  later  she  becomes  lovers  with  a  woman  who 
wears  dresses,  has  other  lovers  at  the  same  time,  doesn’t 
identify  as  either  butch  or  femme,  and  is  openly  gay 
with  her  straight  friends.  For  Frenchie  these  are  new 
and  wonderous  things.  All  her  life  she  has  kept  her  les¬ 
bian  life  completely  separate  from  her  home  life.  She 


lives  with  her  elderly  mother  and  in  one  excellently 
written  scene,  Frenchie  discards  her  bulldyke  attire  and 
attitude  as  the  subway  speeds  toward  her  stop.  She  is  so 
able  to  pass  in  her  other  world  that  one  day  when  one  of 
her  bar  acquaintances  turns  up  in  her  checkout  line  at 
the  supermarket,  she  tells  Frenchie  she  looks  familiar, 
and  asks  if  she  has  a  sister.  Frenchie  says  yes,  she  does. 
Later  on,  as  Frenchie  changes,  she  is  able  to  consolidate 
somewhat  these  two  sides  of  her  life.  But  as  she  says  in 
the  end,  times  haven’t  changed  enough:  “I’d  settle  for 
being  able  to  get  off  the  subway  at  Times  Square  in¬ 
stead  of  Fourteenth,  [settle]  for  walking  like  a  dyke,  like 
myself....  Is  that  too  much  to  ask?” 

There  is  a  frustrating  but  moving  chapter  when 
Frenchie  goes  to  Provincetown  with  some  gay  male 
friends  of  hers.  She  is  alone,  insecure  and  out  of  her 
own  familiar  world.  At  the  outset  she  gets  her  period 
for  which  she  is  unprepared.  She  is  crampy,  sick,  and 
feeling  ugly.  This  is  a  pivotal  episode,  however,  because 
she  meets  a  beautiful  woman  who,  after  both  ex¬ 
perience  painful  and  troubling  times,  becomes  her 
lover.  The  reader  waits  breathlessly  for  them  to  finally 
reach  out  to  one  another.  The  novel  ends  in  a  rushed 
last  chapter,  but  very  happily  and  optimistically. 


Jane  Rule 


Inland  Passage  goes  even  further  in  exploring 
changing  times:  hardly  any  of  the  stories  are  about  les¬ 
bians.  Most  involve  heterosexual  couples;  in  some,  les¬ 
bians  are  the  peripheral  characters.  However,  in  a  series 
of  six  of  these  stories,  some  of  Jane  Rule’s  most 
memorable  characters  live.  In  what  could  be  a  novella, 
or  the  start  of  one,  we  meet  a  family  of  four:  Anna  and 
Harry,  their  daughter  Sally  and  son  Joey. 

In  “A  Chair  for  George,”  Harry  decides  his  family 
needs  a  grandmother;  his  own  mother  is  a  globe-trot¬ 
ting,  much-married  lady  he  hasn’t  seen  in  years.  His 
mother-in-law  died  before  his  marriage  to  Anna.  So 
when  the  local  YWCA  holds  an  adopt-a-grandparent 
tea,  “Harry  was  determined  that  they  would  all  go  and 
come  home  with  a  grandmother  of  all  their  dreams.” 
Continued  on  Book  Review  page  8 


JlCargarei  HIC.  Sap  re 

insurance  Jtyency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  tor  all  types  of  insurance 

•  Same  Day  Plate  Service  /^jjTN 

•  Low  Down  Payments  *  OPen  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 

•  Notary  Public  Sa*- 10  4 

277-8187  697  Washington  Street,  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 


PLEASE  SUPPORT  OUR  ADVERTISERS 


-  yMi  -  v  '  V ? y  •  v‘  '--v 

healthy  teeth  . . . 

they’re  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DOS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.  Sat.  &  evenings 


Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 


•  Free  initial  consultations  •  Nutritional  counseling 

•  Non-force  techniques  •  Exercise  programs 


669  Somerville  Avenue,  Somerville,  MA  02143 
Near  the  Porter  Square  T  station 

(617)  628-9547 

insurance  accepted  MC  &  VISA  welcome 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  R.D.H. 

790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
617-353  1500 


Book  Review  •  Gay  Community  News  •  August,  1985  •  Page  7 


Susan  Fleischmann 


Decades  of  Love  and  Life  from  Lesbians 


Continued  from  page  7 

When  they  arrive  at  the  tea,  they  are  initially  disap¬ 
pointed  in  the  people  they  meet,  but  then  Sally  and 
Joey  find  a  lady  giving  away  "maggots,”  magnets  in  th« 
shape  of  insects.  Joey  wants  to  take  her  home,  but  she 
has  her  own  home  with  a  husband.  (He  wouldn’t  come 
to  the  “rummage  sale.”)  Harry  invites  her  to  the  zoo; 
she  refuses  the  zoo  but  accepts  the  beach. 

That  next  Sunday,  George  and  Mary  come  to  din¬ 
ner.  George  sits  in  Harry’s  chair,  leaving  Harry  dis¬ 
placed;  Mary  sits  in  a  rocker  and  looks  right  at  home. 
After  a  few  glasses  of  Anna’s  wine,  George  was  teaching 
the  children  hand  tricks  "which  Harry  himself  had 
known  years  ago  and  could  have  taught  the  children 
himself  if  he’d  thought  of  it.”  And  when  at  dinner, 
Harry  contemplates  carving  the  leg  of  lamb,  George 


says,  “Would  you  like  me  to  have  a  go  at  it,  Son?  I  used 
to  be  a  butcher.”  And  Harry  “felt  the  protest  at  being 
again  displaced  rise  and  stop  at  the  word  ‘Son.’”  “To  be 
called  ‘Son,’  which  he  never  had  been  before  in  his  life, 
was  to  be  given  time  between  himself  and  all  he  still 
had  to  learn.” 

In  another  story,  there  is  a  hilarious  dinner  scene 
when  George  gets  a  letter  from  his  mother  saying  she’d 
like  to  come  to  visit,  bringing  her  new  friend,  Jose.  Sal¬ 
ly,  now  six,  asks  where  they  will  sleep  and  if  they  will 
sleep  together.  It  turns  out  they  haven’t  enough  beds. 

I  could  go  on  and  on  quoting  from  this  set  of 
stories,  building  on  each  other  as  the  reader  palpably 
feels  the  love  and  security  and  wisdom  in  Anna  and 
Harry’s  home. 


CIA-Baiting  a  Liberal  Closet  Queen 


Continued  from  page  6 
talked  with  them,  he  challenged  them  intellectually,  he 
inspired  them,  he  wrestled  with  them,  and  he  made 
advances  toward  them,  all  this  while  married  and  the 
father  of  several  children.  Like  many  people  of  his 
generation,  open  homosexuality  was  not  an  option,  and 
so  his  desires  were  limited  to  more  furtive  couplings  and 
rechanneled  into  a  whirlwind  of  frenzied  political 
activity,  a  Lowenstein  trademark. 

By  the  1.970s,  Lowenstein  seems  to  have  started  to 
address  more  openly  gay  issues.  To  his  credit,  he 
actively  sought  gay  political  support  in  his  perennial 


Short  Political  Fiction  Well  Worth  Reading 


Continued  from  page  6 
fight,  and  so  many  others  Ernestine  and  I  have  had 
because  of  this  woman.  Who  is  supposed  to  be 
Ernestine’s  <?x-lover,  but  has  just  never  made  her  grace¬ 
ful  exit  off  this  stage.” 

Birtha  covers  a  lot  of  territory  with  this  story: 
attitudes  on  white  and  Black  culture,  how  members  of 
each  race  validate  and/or  negate  the  importance  of 
their  own  and  each  other’s  cultures.  Most  interesting, 
though,  is  the  presentation  of  that  unique  problem  in 
the  tight-knit  lesbian  community:  the  constant 
nuisance  and  danger  of  connecting  with  and  stumbling 
over  ex-lovers  and  other  members  of  our  community 
whom  we’d  rather  avoid.  This  story  captures  the  anger 
and  frustration  of  being  forced  to  deal  with  an 
unwanted  third  party. 

Two  other  stories,  “The  Year  of  Hannah  Koznoff” 
by  Elaine  Starkman  and  “Keeping  Sacred  Secrets”  by 
Vickie  L.  Sears,  are  told  from  a  child 's-eye-view.  The 


narrators,  because  of  their  youth,  are  fascinated  by 
differences  which  are  threatening  to  other  characters  in 
the  stories.  In  “Hanna  Koznoff,”  a  young  Jewish  girl  is 
intrigued  by  ajewish  family  far  different  from  her  own. 
In  “Sacred  Secrets,”  a  girl  of  mixed  white-Indian 
ancestry  is  forced  to  deny  her  Indian  heritage.  The 
story,  “Who  Said  We  All  Have  To  Talk  Alike?”  by 
Wilma  Elizabeth  McDaniel,  is  an  amusing,  though 
poignant,  study  of  class  conflicts.  A  well-to-do 
California  lady  hires  an  Ozark  woman  to  be  nursemaid 
to  her  children  and  is  appalled  when  the  children  are 
exposed  to  the  new  woman’s  “incorrect  speech 
patterns.” 

There  is  some  very  good  fiction  in  this  anthology, 
mainly  from  lesser-known  writers.  It  is  a  volume  well 
worth  reading. 


Jane  Rule’s  novels  have  never  been  favorites  of 
mine.  I’ve  found  the  plots  too  deliberate,  her  characters 
simpy  and  the  dialogue  sappy  and  artificial.  In  this 
book,  however,  all  her  techniques  and  methods  come 
together  —  the  dialogue  works,  the  characters  are  ab¬ 
sorbing  and  their  lives  interesting.  Possibly  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  short  story  itself  lends  to  their  success  here: 
Rule  can  concentrate  on  incidents,  characterizations, 
moments  and  motives.  I  liked  some  of  the  people  very 
much.  Not  all  the  stories  work  quite  as  well  as  those 
about  Harry  and  Anna,  and  I  was  surprised  at  how  few 
lesbians  there  were.  Still,  I  was  satisfied  by  the  wisdom 
Rule  has  to  offer. 


congressional  races.  He  even  met  privately  with  Bruce 
Voeller,  then  executive  director  of  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force,  to  explore  the  feasibility  of  coming  out  to 
his  family,  yet  remaining  married.  A  meeting  with 
Howard  Brown ,  a  Lindsay  administration  health  official 
who  attracted  national  attention  when  he  came  out,  was 
suggested  but  never  acted  upon . 

What  is  important  about  Lowenstein’s  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  not  that  we  can  add  one  more  famous  name 
to  the  rosier,  so  much  as  it  allows  us  to  explore  in  one 
more  variation  the  intersection  of  sex  and  politics. 


Striving  for  power,  the  will  to  lead,  the  desire  for 
change  originate  out  of  many  sources.  Only  recently  — 
and  this  thanks  in  part  to  gay  and  feminist  writers  — 
have  biographies  incorporated  an  analysis  of  an 
individual’s  sexuality,  not  in  some  vulgar  Freudian 
sense,  but  as  helping  to  explain  someone’s  internal 
sense  of  differentness  or  specialness  —  or,  as  I  suspect  in 
Lowenstein’s  case,  aloneness  —  that  becomes  a 
springboard  for  a  special  life. 
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Ito  all  those  who  in  and  out  of. 
■prison  fight  against  their  bondage! 

■(Alexander  Berfcman.  Prison  Memoirs  ot  an] 
[anarchist). 


ISeeking  gay  correspondence  from 
(older  butch  women  only.  I'm  25,  ex¬ 
perienced  and  sexy.  Donna  WIND- 
ISOR,  PO  Box  535,  Jessup  MD  20794 
[Lonely  lesbian  needs  mail  from  car- 

|mg  free  lesbians  who  have  time  to 
[write  (not  allowed  to  write  other 
[prisoners).  If  interested  please  write 
I  Kathy  Jo  ELLIOTT  800697 A,  Box  A 
|  Unit  4,  Oakdale  IA  52319 


People's  Law  School  is  looking  for  sug¬ 
gestions  for  how  lo  focus  some  more 
prison  support  work  on  women  prisoners. ' 
They  would  also  like  to  hear  about  other 
groups  lhal  are  doing  support  work  and 
make  some  connections.  Please  write: 
Women  Prisoners  Project,  c/o  Peoples 
l.aw  School,  558  L  app  St.,  San  Francisco, 
CA  941 10. 
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GCN  GA  V  AND  LESBIAN 
PRISONER  PROJECT 
We  send  free  papers,  books  (when 
they  are  donated  and  money  for . 
I  postage  is  available),  and  run  free 
\  penpal  ads.  (There's  sometimes  a 
long  waiting  list  because  of  limited 
I  space.)  As  we  get  more  volunteers 
we'll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
make  the  connections  between  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  behind  bars  and 
those  of  us  on  the  outside.  If  you  can 
help  with  your  time  or  a  contribu- 
|  tion  of  mainly  gay  paperbacks  or  of 
money),  we  are  at  167  Tremont, 
Boston,  MA  02 Ill.  THANKS! 


Handsome  and  lonely  in  Nebraska. 
University  graduate,  bodybuilder, 
soon  to  be  released.  Seeking  an  ag¬ 
gressive  and  dominant  man  for  a  long 
term  relationship.  All  correspondence 
answered  with  honesty  and  discre¬ 
tion.  Chip  SKINNER,  36286,  Box  2800, 
Lincoln  NE  68502. _ 

I'd  like  to  correspond  with  any  TS/TV 
that  will  write.  Doing  10  yrs.  Please, 
all  TV(TSs  with  a  heart,  write  this 
lonely  prisoner.  David  Lewis  ADAMS, 
360846  Eastham,  Rt  1  Box  16, 
Lovelady  TX  75851. _ 

Could  I  please  run  a  penpal  ad?  (I 
could  pay  for  it  with  some  poems,  if 
that  is  acceptable.)  I  am  looking  for 
the  right  man  to  settle  down  with.  I 
enjoy  music,  dance,  outdoors,  and 
good  people.  George  NEWTON, 
75190,  Box  600  (F-2),  Canon  City  CO 
81212. 


We're  two  fern  queens  living  in  a  7X10 
cell  desiring  correspondence.  One  of 
us  is  quiet,  the  other  semi-outspoken,  i 
Both  are  boisfrous  to  gay  rights.  Both 
are  active  in  sports  as  well  as  sex  as 
well  as  finding  sincere  husbands, 
penpals  or  just  friends.  Hobbies  in¬ 
clude  interior  decorating,  sailing, 
rock  music,  poetry.  Please  contact 
either  Paul  EVERSON,  090563  [aka 
Robin]  PO  Box  1100(1584),  Avon  Park 
FL  33825;  or  Gregg  LEVENDOSKI, 
091911  [aka  Vicki],  PO  Box  1100 
(1453),  Avon  Park  FL  33825. _ 

Gay  American  Indian,  long  black  hair, 
would  love  to  hear  from  TSs  or  TVs  I 
am  clean.  Will  answer  all.  Can  receive 
mail  from  other  prisons,  so  shoot  a 
lonely  person  a  kite  ASAP  Leo  SAN¬ 
CHEZ,  631575  (A-3-31),  PO  Box  777, 
Monroe  WA  98272. _ _ 

ROBIN,  I  LOVE  YOU!!  SPIDER 


Prisoners 

Seeking 


PRISONER  POETS!!! 

I  Limited  edition  poetry  mag  seeking 
poets.  Lucky  Jim’s,  5860  Hutchinson 
Ave.  Montreal  PQ  H2V  4C1  Canada. 
(22c  stamp  will  do  for  Canada). 


PRISONER  POETRY  BOOK!!! 

I  We  want  your  poetry,  artwork  & 
I  essays  that  focus  on  life  and  love 
within  prison.  They  can  be  explicit, 
but  it  has  to  capture  a  feeling  of  life 
I  behind  the  walls.  Payment  is  on 
I  publication.  SASE  for  safe  return.  L. 

I  BUton  Rd.  Somers,  CT  06071  c/o 
|  Steven  L.  Smith,  Ed.,  GPP. 

Caged  Brothers  &  Sisters 
Free  legal  advice!  1  have  14  yrs  in 
l  and  am  a  damn  good  jailhousc 
lawyer.  Know  criminal  and  constitu¬ 
tional  law  and  will  do  my  best  to 
answer  your  questions.  All  but  NY 
prisoners  write  to:  Michael  DiOrio, 
74 A 185 1 ,  Box  149,  Attica,  NY  1401 1. 


I’d  like  to  hear  from  prisoners  who  have 
undergone  involuntary  medication/treat- 
ment  in  prison:  particularly  the  reasons 
for  their  being  medicated/drugged  and 
situations  where  prisoners  have  been 
threatened  with  disciplinary  action  for 
refusing  to  take  drugs.  Send  info  lo:  GCN 
Prisoner  Project,  167  Tremont  St.. 
Boston  MA  02111. 
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I  would  really  like  to  get  your  paper 
I  but  don’t  have  any  money.  Wonder  if 
we  can  work  something  out  (fmile); 

|  and  please  put  me  on  your  penpal  list. 
i  Maybe  I’ll  get  lucky  and  get  a  letter  or 
two.  God  Bless:  Sam  J  MARTZ, 
47755,  2605  State  St,  Salem  OR 
97310. _ 

I’m  a  very  understanding  person  with 
a  good  personality  towards  all  races. 
We  are  all  human  beings  and  we’re 
(being  discriminated  against  by  the 
system  cause  they  don’t  understand 
us.  I  enjoy  reading  and  sports  and 
I  sharing  with  others.  Gary  RILEY, 

1 34689,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City  MO 
65102. _ _ 

I’d  like  to  write  other  gays,  bis,  etc. 
Race  doesn’t  matter  to  me.  I’ll  write  I 
all  honest  people  who  write.  Iowa 
doesn’t  let  us  write  other  prisoners.  | 
Robert  DENNEN,  207935,  Box  A,  | 
Oakdale  IA  52319. _ 

Seeking  corresondence  with  gay  or  bi 
men  that  have  a  few  moments  to  I 
share  with  lonely  person  without  a  | 
family  (basically).  David  BERRY, 

I EF-1 29684,  Box  276,  Chester  GA 
31012 _ 

Aries  into  art,  fishing,  camping,  hun-  j 
I  ting  and  sex.  I  love  hot  sexy  letters.  If 
[you  want  a  mouthful  of  meat  and 
[cream  write  me  and  I’ll  fill  your  | 
[dreams.  Kenny  (the  STUD),  MURPHY, 

1 49046  (4-M-3),  818  Jefferson  Ave, 

|  Moundsville  WV  26041. _ 

GBM  into  hot  sexy  letters.  Bubbie[ 
butt,  10",  I  love  to  french  with  older  | 
whites.  I’m  20.  C.F  McNEAL,  048277 
(1-K-10),  818  Jefferson  Ave,  Mound  ] 
sville  WV  26041. _ 

My  family  and  friends  turned  their] 
back  on  me  because  of  my  gay  life. 
Would  like  to  hear  from  anyone  who’d 
like  to  drop  a  few  lines.  Billy  | 
WILCHER,'  176-025,  Box  45699 
Lucasville  OH  45699. _ 

Love  to  read,  write,  play  chess  and  I 
bridge.  Have  an  associate  degree  in 
business  and  accounting,  also  a 
degree  from  cooking  school.  Please 
write  Larry  CASH,  150-946,  Box  j 
45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699  _ 

Into  bodybuilding,  well  hung,  uncut,  j 
very  hairy  body  W  SNYDER,  45073, 

|  (l-D-18).  818  Jefferson  Ave.  Mound- j 
sville  WV  26041. _ _ 

I  Leaving  one  institution  for  another 
when  you  were  doing  ok  is  something 
to  bear  but  leaving  the  one  you  love 
|  is  greater  pain  Loving  the  way  he  did 
all  things  when  we  were  together  for  a  j 
small  time  will  stay  with  me  forever, 
for  always,  for  love.  From  MR  (SF.VA)  I 


TV  doing  time  for  love.  Vi  American 
Indian,  Vi  Italian.  Capricorn,  into  hun¬ 
ting,  dressing  in  drag,  knitting  and 
growing  flowers.  Interested  in  writing 
all.  J.W.  PITZER,  49372  (4-M-5),  818 
Jefferson  Ave,  Moundsville  WV  26041 

Gay  male  30  in  an  ocean  of 
loneliness,  on  an  island  whose  hopes 
are  rocks  and  whose  trees  are 
dreams.  I  would  like  to  correspond 
with  all  races.  Thomas  PORTER, 

|  22390,  Box  2,  Lansing  KS  66043 

enjoy  are,  the  Renaissance,  soft 
soul  music  and  being  alone  with  my 
love,  my  heart.  Please  send  photo  if 
possible  Brian  CLUNE,  A-070583, 
Box  1500  1 153),  Cross  City  FL  32628 

Friendly,  mature,  serious-minded  per¬ 
son  seeking  correspondence  and 
friendship.  My  interests  include  law, 
history,  and  reading.  Do  I  have  a  | 
possible  friend  out  there?  W.H. 
FORD.  206291.  Box  500,  Olustee  FL  | 
1 32072.  _ 

My  Creed 

1 1  do  not  choose  to  be  a  common  man. 
lit  is  my  right  to  be  uncommon,  if  I 
jean.  1  seek  opportunity  not  security.  I 
|  do  not  wish  to  be  a  kept  citizen, 
[humbled  and  dulled  by  having  the 
|  state  look  after  me.  I  want  to  take  the 
|  calculated  risk;  to  dream  and  to  build, 

|  to  fail  and  to  succeed.  ’  refuse  to  give 
[up  the  challenges  of  life  for  the 
[guaranteed  existence  I  enjoy  the 
[benefit  of  my  creations  and  will  face 
|  the  world  boldly.  —  Dean  Alfange 


I'Z 


«•» 


Page  8  •  Book  Review  •  Gay  Community  News  •  August,  1985 


=  Gay  Community  News,  August -24,  1985  •  Page  7 


Rock  Hudson:  The  Great  Gay  Hope 


Mark  Miller,  “Hudson’s  Secretary”;  Doris  Day  and  Rock  Hudson  before  the  news  broke;  “AIDS 
during  the  last  week  of  July.) 


Confirmed”  on  the  6  o’clock  news.  (All  photos  taken  from  T.V.  broadcasts 


By  Michael  Bronski 
The  newest  image  being  main¬ 
lined  into  the  popular  American 
consciousness  about  AIDS  is 
undeniably  the  front  page:  6 
o’clock  TV  news  specials  concern¬ 
ing  a  famous  Hollywood  movie 
star  who  has  been  diagnosed  with 
the  syndrome.  It  had  to  happen 
sooner  or  later.  (In  fact  it  probably 
has  happened  sooner,  but  the 
tenor  of  the  times  and  the  closets 
of  the  people  were  no  doubt  more 
secure.)  This  is  the  sort  of  news 
that  everyone  is  interested  in.  It’s 
more  sensational  than  the  hostages 
in  Beirut  and  more  personal  than 
the  arms  talks.  And  for  better  or 
worse,  it’s  probably  a  turning 
point  in  both  the  news  media’s 
perception  and  public  understan¬ 
ding  of  AIDS. 


It  is  ironic  that  Rock  Hudson 
should  be  the  first  public  person  to 
come  to  the  forefront  with  an 
AIDS  diagnosis.  Since  the  early 
1950s  he  has  been  viewed  as  the 
ultimate  romantic,  heterosexual 
leading  man  in  movies,  first  in 
such  films  as  All  That  Heaven 
Allows  and  Written  on  the  Wind 
and  then  elevated  to  the  status  of  a 
household  word  after  making 
several  enormously  popular  sex 
comedies  with  Doris  Day.  Hudson 
was  the  heart-throb  of  millions, 
and  an  icon  of  Hollywood  hetero¬ 
sexuality.  Yet  like  everything  else 
in  Hollywood,  that  status  was  a 
fraud.  No  surprise. 

Concurrent  with  Hudson’s 
public  image  were  the  never- 
ending  rumors  of  the  actor’s 


homosexuality.  The  story  that  he 
and  actor  Jim  (Gomer  Pyle) 
Nabors  were  not  only  lovers,  but 
had  had  a  (gasp)  marriage 
ceremony,  appeared  not  only  on 
the  gay  vine,  but  in  Sunday  sup¬ 
plements.  And  when  gossip  col¬ 
umnists  spend  so  much  time  deny¬ 
ing  something,  you  know  there  is 
something  behind  it. 

News  of  Hudson’s  illness  broke 
fast  and  was  full  of  contradictions. 
He  had  inoperable  liver  cancer;  he 
had  AIDS;  he  definitely  did  not 
have  AIDS;  he  was  tired;  he  was  in 
for  a  checkup.  All  that  was  certain 
was  that  he  had  checked  in  the 
Louis  Pasteur  Institute  in  Paris  — 
known  for  its  AIDS  work.  Most 
TV  news  reports  gave  Hudson 
the  reverential  “star”  treatment: 


his  celebrity  status  automatically 
making  his  illness  more  tragic, 
more  poignant  than  the  situation 
of  anyone  else  who  may  have  the 
malady.  But  what  was  con¬ 
spicuously  absent  from  all  of  the 
television  —  and  most  of  the 
newspaper  —  reports  was  any 
mention  of  Hudson’s  homosex¬ 
uality.  Entertainment  Tonight  did 
make  the  effort  to  describe  Mark 
Miller  as  Hudson’s  “long-time 
companion”  (he  ended  up  being 
“business  manager”  and  “per¬ 
sonal  secretary”  on  the  other 
reports),  but  almost  all  of  the 
other  news  items  ignored  the  ob¬ 
vious  connection  to  the  actor’s 
sexuality.  In  fact,  many  of  the 
news  shows  followed  the  Hudson 
report  with  a  tag  about  AIDS 


spreading  and  becoming  a  concern 
of  heterosexuals,  a  sentiment 
which  reflects  only  a  partial  truth 
about  the  AID5>  epidemic  and 
which  inaccurately  implies  that 
Hudson  is  heterosexual. 

The  avoidance  of  any  discussion 
of  Hudson’s  sexuality  is  a  clear 
case  of  the  hypocrisy  of  the 
American  press.  Always  more 
than  willing  to  expose  the  private 
lives  of  those  out  of  favor  —  in¬ 
cluding  printing  the  names  and  ad¬ 
dresses  of  anyone  charged  with  a 
sex  crime  —  they  have  been  more 
than  willing  to  distort  and  hide  the 
truth  about  those  with  whom  they 
have  sympathy.  (Hudson  in  this 
case  is  in  their  good  graces.)  Some¬ 
times  hiding  behind  an  unconvic- 
Continued on  page  8 


Pat  Parker 

Paine  Hall 
Harvard  University 

Saturday,  September  7,  8  pm 

$5  (more  if  you  can,  less  if  you  can't) 
to  Benefit  Gay  Community  News 


►  INDKVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


a 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON.  MA 
617-266*2240  _ 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 


Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


STANHOPE 

-FRAMERS — 


Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames _ 

Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and'galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 

Please  visit  both  our  locations 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02143 

by  appointment  only 


666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


10%  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD-g 

Printing  131 

(formerly  Copy  Cellar) 

Printing 
Copying 
Typesetting 

131  Charles  St. 

Boston 

(617)723-5130 


Mon.-Fri.  9-7,  Sat.  11-4 
Open  Evenings  and  Saturdays 


COUN0EUNQ 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  (Troup 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  $8 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Pee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


GAYF.LLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mall  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  group:,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc. .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  loo1 ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3  50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women  s  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50:  Alabama.  Arkansas. 
N.  &  S  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  ol  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Rhode  Island.  Vermont.  W.  Virguua 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  tor  men 
$20;  The  rest  ol  the  work)  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men’s  coverage  only 

Rwuouoci  House.  Bos  292GCN  Wfage  StoUoo, 

NY.  NY  WM  212-929-7720.  AH  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail .  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  tor  further 
information,  send  stamped  sett-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Ploooo  contact  us  I* 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Cono&.vitar  tram  GM 
Day  Books.  MSA  Yongo  St .  Toronto.  (Mario  M4Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (chock  lor  prices). 

Ask  us  about  GiyuBow  Paget  on  naNng  lobotsl 


SOUTHERN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
HEALTH  CENTER 

affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women's  Hospital 

•  Adult  Medicine  •  Pediatrics 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology  •  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Podiatry  •  Mental  Health 

•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 

Evening  hours,  convenient  to  public  trans. 

Sliding  scale  available,  all  health  insur.  accepted. 
Spanish  spoken. 

687  Centre  St.,  Jamaica  Plain  —  522-5900 


CAREER/JOB  CHANGE 

Graduation-Job  Search _ 

Our  experienced  staff  will  work  with  you 
individually  to: 

•  do  strategic  planning  for  your  marketing 
campaign 

•  develop  an  effective  resume 

•  make  best-fit  comparisons  of  your  offers 

•  assess  your  career  to  date 

- r - — — - 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  information  call  262-9116. 


Information-EValuation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 


behayior 

associates 


45  Newbury  Street,  Boston 
Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


Specializing  in  short-term,  pr.oblem-focused  therapy 


WORRIED  ABOUT 
AIDS  ? 

WE  ALL 
ARE. 

But  when  your  concern 
starts  to  interfere  with  your 
life,  maybe  you  need  some 
,  help. 

A  time  limited  support 
group  for  AIDS  Anxiety  is 
currently  being  formed. 


HAS  SOMEONE 
YOU  LOVE 
BEEN  DIAGNOSED 
WITH  AIDS  ? 

You  don’t  have  to  be  alone 
in  dealing  with  all  the  feel¬ 
ings. 

A  time  limited  support 
group  for  friends  and 
lovers  of  people  with  AIDS 
is  currently  being  formed. 


For  more  information  on  either  of  these  groups,  please 
cohtact  Steve  Wickson,  M.  T.S.  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Service  (GLCS).  GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental 
health  clinic  which  has  been  serving  the  community 
since  1971. 

542-5188 

WEEKDAYS  10AM  -  9PM  •  CONFIDENTIAL  SERVICES 
CONVENIENT  DOWNTOWN  LOCATION 

Sliding  fee  scale/Insurance  Accepted* 

•All  insurance  claims  filed  under  C.S.I.  *GLCS  is  a  non-profit  corporation 

NO  ONE  DENIED  SERVICES  FOR  INABILITY  TO  PAY 
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Now  Air  Conditioned!! 


jss*1  "DOWNTOWN 

CAFE 


12  UOranoe  Street  —  Boston  338-7037 


55  •  : 


1080  BELMONT  STREET 
WATERTOWN  MA  02172 


489  4047 


MMSSSISIfB 


HAIR  SKIN  NAILS 

MIN  AND  WOMEN 

AVANtGARDt  NEWWAVE  TRADITIONAL 


Goy  operoled 
l)oug  &  Joy 


Minutes  Irom  Rl  178  &  Moss  P ilc e 


Referrals  to  Lawyers  who  Charge 
Reasonable  Fees  Based  on  Your  Income 


National  Lawyers  Guild 
Lawyer  Referral  Service 


617-227-7008 

Monday-Friday  1  PM-5  PM 


»ir 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 

50  Congress  Street 
Boston,  Mass  02109 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E  Orleans,  Mass  02643 


1-800-352-3185 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


Your  Relationship  Is  In  Trouble 

when  you  wonder  if  your  lover  is  cheating . . . 
when  sex  is  unsatisfying.  .  when  you  no  longer 
talk  or  have  fun  together.  .  .when  the  fights  keep 
getting  worse. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund, 

Janice  Platner,  Barbara  J.  Macy 


Criminal  Defense 
Real  Estate  Transactions 
Domestic  Relations 
Discrimination 
Probate  of  Estates 
Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 


Estate  Planning 
Business  Representation 
Relationship  Agreements 
Civil  Litigation 
General  Practice  of  Law 


‘F’vi  Beacon  Street.  Suite  I  1 


617-266-0760 


22bb  Market  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  941 14 
(415)  b2b-4224 


VACATION 

OWNERSHIP 

OGUNQUIT*  PROVINCETOWN 
FT.  LAUDERDALE*  KEY  WEST 

Hillcrest  Inn  Resort  offers  fully 
owned  studio  units  Of  $49,900 
and  deeded  timeshare  weeks  from  $1900 
An  Affiliate  of 

Resort  Condominums  International 
Special  Inspection  Visits 
for  two  include  lodging  and  entertainment 
in  our  Art  Deco  PAINTED  LADY  LOUNGE 
For  details  call  Skip  or  Pam  at 

1-800-446-1139  or  207-646-4217 


Rock  Hudson:  AIDS  Hope 


Continued  from  page  7 

ing  plea  of  libel  fear  (you  cannot 
libel  with  the  truth),  the  media  cite 
a  person’s  right  to  privacy  as 
reason  not  to  discuss  their  sexual 
life.  But  the  press  notion  of 
“privacy”  is  clearly  regulated  by 
homophobic  assumptions  that  gay 
equals  bad,  and  that  it  is 
preferable  to  “protect”  someone, 
even  on  his  deathbed,  than  to 
discuss  his  sexuality,  however  per¬ 
tinent  it  may  be. 

But  what  effect  has  Hudson’s 
illness  had  upon  the  news  coverage 
of  AIDS  in  general?  It  was  clear 
that  within  the  first  week  of  the 
reports  there  had  been  more  TV 
and  newspaper  space  given  to  the 
topic  (and  Hudson)  than  in  the  en¬ 
tire  past  year.  Americans  love 
celebrities,  and  more  so  when  they 
are  sick.  (Even  Liz  Taylor,  con¬ 
sidered  by  most  of  America  to  be  a 
totally  fallen  woman,  won  an 
Oscar  for  her  mediocre  1960  per¬ 
formance  in  Butterfield  8  after  she 
had  nearly  died  of  pneumonia.) 


bizarre  disease  which  strikes  ‘those 
people’  ”  to  a  more  serious  “AIDS 
is  spreading,  and  is  of  concern  to 
everyone”  attitude. 

Probably  the  most  important  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  Hudson  news  is  the 
coverage  of  his  having  to  go  to 
Paris  for  treatment.  Both  20/20 
and  Night  Line  focused  on  the 
Americans  who  have  left  the  coun¬ 
try  to  be  treated.  And  both  shows 
articulated  severe  criticism  of  the 
American  government  and 
medical  community  for  placing  the 
treatment  of  people  with  AIDS  a 
sluggish  third  after  blood  screen¬ 
ing  and  discovering  a  vaccine. 
Geraldo  Rivera  on  20/20  went  so 
far  as  to  accuse  both  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  medical  industry  of 
deep-seated  bigotry  against  homo¬ 
sexuals,  IV  drug  users,  and  Hai¬ 
tians. 

Although  this  new,  and  more  in¬ 
sightful,  news  coverage  is 
welcome,  there  is  also  a  problem 
with  its  being  instigated  by  Rock 


(heterosexual,  by  omission)  movie 
star,  the  newscasters  and  writers 
can  ignore  the  real  and  important 
connections  that  do  exist  between 
AIDS  and  the  gay  community. 

But  for  all  the  drawbacks  —  and 
there  will  be  more  in  the  future  — 
the  added  news  coverage  is  a 
positive  step  in  the  right  direction. 
Even  the  language  being  used  is 
improving.  Entertainment 
Tonight  has  gradually  been  chang¬ 
ing  the  phrase  “AIDS  victim”  to 
“AIDS  patient.”  Several  of  the 
reports  on  fundraising  have  made 
it  quite  clear  that  the  work  which 
was  being  done  by  the  gay  commu¬ 
nity  was  helping  everyone.  And 
other  celebrities  have  been  more 
open  in  discussing  the  disease.  Ac¬ 
tor  Stephen  Stucker  (he  played  the 
ditzy  queen  air  controller  in  Air¬ 
plane!)  has  announced  that  he  has 
had  AIDS  for  five  years  and  has 
spoken  about  his  health  struggles 
and  working  in  the  industry.  Such 
publicity  can  only  help  inform  the 


Rock  Hudson 


Mark  Miller 


Given  the  tenor  and  paucity  of  news  reporting  on 
AIDS  over  the  past  three  years ,  any  increase  in 
coverage  would  be  an  improvement. 


Hudson  personalized,  for  the 
news  media  and  many  Americans, 
a  malady  that  most  people  refused 
to  talk  about,  or  when  they  did, 
presumed  was  restricted  to  self- 
inflicted  and  deserving  victims. 
Some  broadcasters  who  spoke  of 
the  syndrome  with  medical  detach¬ 
ment,  or  moralistic  condescen¬ 
sion,  now  had  a  heartfelt  tear  in 
their  voices.  (A  snide  tone  still 
crept  into  some  of  the  reports.) 
The  presentation  of  this  sort  of 
news  always  depends  upon  garner¬ 
ing  an  identification  with  the  sub¬ 
ject  —  “If  this  could  happen  to  a 
rich,  famous  movie  star,  it  could 
happen  to  me”;  that  identification 
would  be  more  difficult  (if  not  im¬ 
possible  for  some)  if  Hudson  were 
openly  spoken  of  as  being  gay. 

Given  the  tenor  and  the  paucity 
of  news  reporting  on  AIDS  over 
the  past  three  years,  any  increase 
in  coverage  would  be  an  improve¬ 
ment.  After  the  Hudson  news, 
many  of  the  stations  began  run¬ 
ning  updates,  or  backtracks,  on 
AIDS  news,  and  ABC’s  20/20 
rushed  an  almost  completed 
special  on  AIDS  to  the  air.  The 
tone  of  most  of  the  shows  has 
changed  from  the  usual  “This  is  a 


Hudson’s  coming  out  as  a  person 
with  AIDS.  Many  of  the  news¬ 
casters  have  used  the  Hudson  angle 
to  connect  AIDS  with  heterosex¬ 
ual  contagion,  while  continuing  to 
ignore  the  effect  the  syndrome  has 
had  upon  the  gay  community,  or 
more  importantly,  how  the 
perception  of  it  as  a  “gay  disease” 
has  affected  public  opinion,  news 
reporting  and  research. 

Even  more  obnoxious  is  the 
isolating  of  Hudson  as  an  AIDS 
“victim”  outside  of  any  social  (or 
sexual)  context.  At  the  end  of  the 
20/20  show,  much  of  it  quite  mov¬ 
ing  in  its  interviews  with  gay  men 
seeking  treatment  in  Paris,  host 
Hugh  Downs  wrapped  up  by  say¬ 
ing  “and  we  all  wish  Rock  Hudson 
the  best  of  luck  in  dealing  with  his 
illness.”  Although  not  intended  as 
malicious,  Downs’  remark  was  a 
slap  in  the  face  of  anyone  else  who 
has  been  coping  and  living  with 
AIDS  these  last  years.  This  same 
thinking, —  which  runs  endemic  in 
the  media’s  touting  of  the  famous 
—  was  echoed  by  a  gay  man  inter¬ 
viewed  on  Night  Line.  “Yesterday 
I  had  AIDS,1-’  he  said,  “today  I 
have  Rock  Hudson’s  Disease.”  By 
presenting  Hudson  as  a  famous 


public,  on  any  number  of  levels, 
about  AIDS  and  its  effects  upon 
people’s  lives.  Such  luminaries  as 
Bette  Midler  and  Liz  Taylor  have 
announced  large  fundraisers  to 
help  raise  money  both  for  research 
and  for  treatment  programs. 

The  other  side  of  this,  of  course, 
is  the  backlash.  The  Boston 
Herald  ran  a  piece  on  many 
Hollywood  industry  people  at¬ 
tacking  Hudson  for  working  with 
other  actors  after  he  knew  he  had 
AIDS.  One  producer  said  he 
would  not  let  his  actress  wife  do 
any  intimate  scenes  with  gay  ac¬ 
tors.  And  we  are  still  faced  with 
those  camera  crews  who  refuse  to 
work  on  the  set  while  anyone  with 
AIDS  is  being  interviewed. 

AIDS  is  not  only  a  physical 
reality.  On  another  level  it  is  an  in¬ 
dicator  of  social  attitudes  towards 
disease,  gay  people  and  other 
minorities.  The  revelations  about 
Rock  Hudson  have  changed  the 
way  the  news  media  reports  on 
AIDS.  Things  had  to  get  better. 
Now  it  is  up  to  us,  as  viewers,  to 
demand  that  they  remain  so. 


Kowalski 

Continued  from  page  l 


she  attempt  to  visit  Kowalski.  The 
next  day,  Thompson  was  told  by  a 
nursing  home  administrator  that 
she  could  not  visit  Kowalski  until  a 
decision  was  made  upon  the  return 
of  the  home’s  head  administrator 
the  next  week.  As  GCN  goes  to 
press,  Thompson  has  gained  the 
head  administrator’s  permission 
to  see  Kowalski,  and  is  traveling  to 
Hibbing  for  their  first  visit  since 
the  July  23  court  decision. 

A  decision  on  the  August  8  mo¬ 
tion  should  be  made  after  August 
21,  when  Donald  Kowalski’s 
lawyer  returns  from  vacation.  An- 
drzejewski  reports  that  Donald 
Kowalski  is  preparing  to  extend 
the  legal  battle  on  two  grounds: 
first,  his  lawyer  will  be  preparing  a 
motion  to  waive  the  Minnesota 


statute  that  throws  disputed  guar¬ 
dianship  decisions  back  to 
previous  agreements,  thus  block¬ 
ing  Thompson’s  access  to  her  lover 
once  again;  and  second,  his  lawyer 
will  be  preparing  a  motion  to  delay 
the  restraining  order  should  it  be 
granted. 

Thompson’s  case  has  been  a 
considerable  financial  drain.  Cur¬ 
rently,  she  owes  over  $25,000  in 
legal  fees.  Tax-deductible  dona¬ 
tions  may  be  sent  to  Minnesota 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Assistance 
or  Minnesota  Society  for  Personal 
Liberties,  c/o  Suzanne  Born,  3436 
Homes  Avenue,  Minneapolis,  MN 
55408. 

Andrzejewski  also  recommends 
that  people  write  letters  of  support 
to  Sharon  Kowalski,  who  has  re¬ 


portedly  had  several  bouts  of 
depression  due  to  strain  surround¬ 
ing  the  case.  She  can  be  reached  at 
the  Leisure  Hills  Nursing  Home, 
1500  East  Third  Avenue,  Hibbing, 
MN  55746. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


CORRECTION 

In  “Meese’s  Crew  Looks  at 
Porn”  by  Janice  Irvine,  Vol. 
13,  No. 6,  Hunter  refers  to  Nan 
Hunter  of  the  New  York  Anti- 
Censorship  Task  Force 
(FACT).  An  initial  reference 
to  Nan  Hunter  was  omitted 
from  the  article  by  mistake. 
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Classifieds 

GCN  SPECIAL 

FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME  ONLY! 

ALL  PERSONAL  ADS  WILL  BE  $1 
FOR  THE  FIRST  FOUR  LINES 
TAKE  A  CHANCE 
AND  MEET  THE  ONE 
YOU’VE  BEEN  LOOKING  FOR! 

This  offer  is  good  only  for  personal  ads 
and  all  other  charges  (box  numbers,  addi¬ 
tional  lines,  etc.)  remain  the  same. 


PERSONALS _ 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
II  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. 


L  CUBED  IN  SOMERVILLE 

I'm  leaving  on  a  lengthy  trip. 

And  you’ll  be  far  behind. 

I’ll  drive  aways  and  turn  to  look. 

And  see  you  in  my  mind. 

The  radio  will  play  our  songs. 

I’ll  think  of  evenings  past. 

Familiar  foods,  familiar  moods. 

Those  memories  that  last. 

Postcards  will  keep  me  near  to  you. 
As  the  miles  between  us  grow. 

For  14  cents  I’ll  write  and  say 
All  those  things  you  know. 

I  Love  You, 

Hershey 

GWF  seeks  wf  35-50  who  lives  near  me- 
to  be  my  friend  and  lover.  Am  gentle  & 
romantic. Box  445  Needham  MA  02194 
(11) _ 

SURROGATE  MOTHER 
We  are  looking  for  a  surrogate  mother 
to  bear  our  child.  Applicant  must  be 
22-35  healthy  and  intelligent.  Reply  to 
Box  356,  89  Mass  Ave,  Boston,  MA 
02115 

_ (8) 

GM,  28,  intact,  atheist,  59", 140  Tbs., 
seeks  similar  guy  20-30  for  conversa¬ 
tion  and  other  forms  of  communication. 

I  have  many  interest-not  including 
alcohol,  tobacco,  drugs,  and  religion. 
Cpntral  NH  is  home-my  work  takes  me 
to  MA,  CT,  Rl.  Write  GCN  Box  228 
_ (6) 

Jeff  from  Conn-met  you  Sunday  8/4  at 
Tanglewood  playing  trivia.  Lizzie  could 
not  plead  Twinkie  defense,  but  I’d  like 
to  hear  from  -you— Tom  from  Boston 
Reply  Box  227 _ (7) 

WILL  YOU  MARRY  ME? 
Attractive  GWM  seeks  gay  female  for 
liberal  marriage.  If  you  can’t  beat  them  , 
join  them!  Box  226  (7) 

Attractive  intelligent  prof  L,36,  ex- 
Bostonian,  dying  by  degrees  in  Central 
Maine^seeks  gf  or  gm  c6mpan- 
ion/playmate.  C’mon  talk  to  me  .  RFD  2 
Box  490  Pittsfield,  ME  04967 _ (9) 

Lesbian,  34,  seeks  lesbians  who  enjoy 
occasional  anal  sex  and  role  plays. 
Light  s/m  ok  too.  Don't  respond  unless 
you  can  have  a  good  time  with  larger 
woman.  What’s  your  fantasy?  I  like 
spankings,  enemas,  bondage,  dildoes 
and  submission.  Box  225 _ (7) 

GWF,  mid  30’s,  tall,  thin,  fern,  attrac¬ 
tive.  Am  intelligent,  sens,  mat.,  honest, 
indep.  Seeks  same  between  ages  35-42. 
Looking  for  fun,  deep  conversation  and 
relationship.  Sincere  and  responsible 
only  please.  No  drug/smoke.  Really 
looking  for  more  but  write  note  and  find 
out  what  the  rest  is  about.  Box  223  (8) 

CLEAN  FUSSY  GAY  FEMALE 
GF  for  good  times  must  be  mature, 
sincere,  very  clean.  My  partner  is  semi¬ 
disabled.  No  ties,  no  drugs,  or  heavy 
drinkers.  Lynn  area  only.  Reply  Box  222 
_ (8) 

GF,  32,  covets  compatible  cuddling 
companion:  GF  30-35,  kind,  credible, 
contemplative,  curious,  competent, 
compassionate  and  connivial.  Contact 
PO  Box  1212,  Brookline,  MA  02146  (8) 

SLAVE  WANTED 
Bl  MALE  SEEKS  SLAVE 
18-35  call  874-5235;  PO  Box  219 
Westminster  Mass  01473.  Photo,  no 
collect  calls _ (6) 

Healthy,  wealthy,  wise  Lesbian,  40.  liv¬ 
ing  in  lovely  rural  area  seeks  intense, 
intelligent  friend  who  enjoys  people, 
play  and  travel.  Box  224 _ (8) 

TO:  CREAM  COLORED  CELICA 
From  the  Boston  area  who  was  in 
Ogunquit,  Sunday,  July, 14:  if  you 
remember  kafuffeling,  hand  cuffs,  big 
pink  hooters,  an  adjustable  cock  ring, 
your  red  bottom  and  my  pained  expres¬ 
sion  re:  dancing,  then  get  in  touch.  Jim 
PO  Box  4341  Champlain  Branch  Burl- 
ington,  VT  05401 _ (8) 

Would  the  woman  who  ran  the  ad  6/1 
“If, 32,  grad  student  in  humanities,  af¬ 
fectionate,  lively,  politcal..."  please 
write  PO  Box  978  JPMA  02130  (7) 

BUST  MY  BALLOONS 
Balloon  fetish  gwm,  25,  college  gym¬ 
nast.  Wants  to  hear  from  other  guys 
who  are  into  balloons.  I  know  you  are 
out  there.  If  interested  write  PO  Box 
669531  Charlotte,  NC  28266 _ (10) 


MARRIAGE  PARTNER  SOUGHT 

By  gay  man.  Please  reply  to  Box  29750 
Wash  DC  2001 7  (sept.) 


SPERM  DONOR/FATHERHOOD? 

Known  sperm  donor  sought  for  ar¬ 
tificial  insemination.  (Nonparticipa¬ 
tion  negotiate.  Family  history  and 
general  physical  condition.  Serious 
inquiries-PO  Box  5042,  Billerica,  MA 
01822.  Confidential. _ (8) 

Prof.  L,  34,  fun-loving  and  quasi- 
politically  incorrect  seeks  30ish  L  to 
share  racquetball,  dancing,  beach  trips, 
ice  cream,  and  other  good  times.  Look- 
ing  for  friendship  or  more.  Box  219  (8) 

GWM,  5T0",  155  lbs.  seeks  GWM 
preferably  45 +  .  I  ski  the  Whites,  bike, 
swim  a  lot  at  our  local  secluded 
beaches.  Have  interest  in  nature,  lore, 
seek  out  avantgarde,  jazz,  dance,  film, 
art,  theater,  hope  to  meet  friend  sim 
ascetic  atheist  Akhenatan  Mesophorph 
bent  wary  of  gay  sensibility.  Noewport- 
Boston-Conway  vector  only.  Box  412 
Westport,  M A  02790. _ (7) 

GWM,  27.  5’5”,  130  obs.,  bl/bl,  moust, 
gdlkg,  masc.  enjoy  film,  dnr,  dance,  out¬ 
doors,  day  trips,  quiet  times,  very  into 
j/o  seeking  new  friendships,  pos.  rel.,  ur 
non-smoker,  masc,  hairy,  25-35.  Send 
letter  about  yourself.  Reply  to  Box 
217. _  (7) 

WANTED:  YOUR  COMPANY... 

...if  you  are  33 +  ,  5’11"  +  ,  and  enjoy 
dancing,  humor,  intell,  creative  im¬ 
agination.  I'm  31,  5’1 1 ",  lean  and  look¬ 
ing  for  these  and  more.  Easy  going,  in¬ 
itially  shy,  sensuous.  Respond  Box  211. 
_ _ (J) 

Intelligent,  attractive  L  37  seeks  women 
In  Worcester.  Fitchburg,  or  Southern 
NH  areas  for  friendship  &  romance.  PO 
Box  52,  Ashby.  MA  01431  _ (7) 

I’d  like  to  meet  other  women  who  really 
thrive  on  living  alone.  I’m  33,  artist, 
guitarist,  gardener,  grad  student  PO 
Bpx  978  JPMA  02130 _ (7) 

SHY  AND  LONELY 

L  new  to  area  seeking  other  L  between 
South  Shore  and  Cape  Cod.  I  am  look¬ 
ing  for  more  than  bars  and  one-night 
stands.  Willing  to  travel.  Box  229  (9) 

FREE  MEN’S  HAIRCUT 

Mon-Friday  evenings,  also  Sat.  and 
Sun.  Watertown  926-5209 _ (2) 

Wanted  boy  in  teen  or  early  20’s.  For 
sex  or  companionship  and  possible 
relationship  with  disabled  man.  Any 
race  especially  Chinese  men.  Call  Ran¬ 
dy  at  787-2299.  Let  phone  ring.  (c) 

WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE  IN  ' 

YOUR  ROOM? 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights,  help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre- 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door. _ (c) 

Sex  symbol  wants  to  be  discovered  in 
mags  or  porno  films.  I  have  so  much  to 
show  (&  tell).  Write  GCN  c/o  Mke,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 11  (c) 

GWM.  67,  5T0”,  225,  retired  looking  for 
nice  man  to  share  apt.  and  love.  All  let¬ 
ters  answered;  all  ages.  Please  write 
CWG  PO  Box  20538,  Mont.  Al  36120  (7) 

Bi  F  seeks  dyke  tor  fun-  sensual  times 
w  straight  husband-we  are  mid  30’s  at¬ 
tractive.  clean.  Box  129  Brookline  Ave., 
Boston.  MA  02215  (7) _ 

Rhode  Island  S&M  dyke  seeks  others  in 
area  interested  in  S&M.  Would  like  to 
form  local  support  group.  P.O.  Box  261 
Providence,  Rl  02901 _ (8) 

Gay  Black  male  5’11 "  165  lbs.,  30  look¬ 
ing  for  gay  white  male,  over  40  pre¬ 
ferred.  Chubby  especially  welcomed. 
Photo  and  phone  appreciated.  Respond 
Box  1987  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  (11) 

Attractive  and  muscular  GM,  5’8",  34, 
150  lbs.  seeks  other  bright-attractive 
men  for  healthy  &  supportive  sexual 
friendships.  Write  Box  1054,  JP,  MA 
02130.  (7) 


L  couple,  mid  30’s,  looking  to  meet 
same  for  socializing  and  friendship.  En¬ 
joy  humor,  conversation,  dinners, 
theatre,  concerts,  cards.  Reply  Box 
220  _ (10) 


Take  me  home!  Can’t  you  see  I  want 
you  near?  I'm  24,  6',  husky,  good  looks. 
Seeks  romantic  male,  23-40.  you  can 
always  call  on  me.  Mike  1-774-1254.  (8) 

WOMEN’S  MUSIC 

F,30,  wishes  to  borrow/rent 
albums/tapes  of  Holly,  Meg,  Chris,  ect. 
Must  be  in  good  condition  and  will  be 
returned  the  same.  792-3912  or 
322-4953. _ (8) 

VERMONT~MAN 

GWM, 46,  6’1 ",  170  lbs.,  looking  for  man 
(30  +  )  to  share  things  with.  Plain  and 
simple.  Into  teddy  bears.  Reply  PO  Box 
479  Norwich,  VT  05055  (7) 

L,  22,  musician/intel,  attractive  with  wit 
and  sensitivity  seeks  similar,  22-32,  for 
friendship,  developing  a  relationship  of 
richness  and  depth.  I  enjoy  classical 
music,  healthy  food,  dancing  and 
stimulating  conversations.  Reply  to 
Box  230  (Q) 

HOW  SOON  IS  NOW?? 

Luscious  gwm,  21,  goodlooking,  light 
brown,  hazel,  6’1",  160  lbs.,  HTLV  +  . 
Looking  for  love,  lust  and  commitment. 
Likes  marriage,  safe  sex,  Madonna, 
hairy  men  25 +  ,  hugging  and  stormy 
nights.  Reply  231 _  (10) 

EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES 

PART-TIME  POSITION 

Help  wanted  by  disabled  man.  2  hours 
per  day  in  evenings  from  5-7  p.m. 
Weekdays  or  weekends  (except  Wed.) 
Light  housekeeping  and  must  be  able 
to  cook.  Over  $5.00/hr.  In  Brighton  on 
Green  Line.  Must  be  reliable.  Call  Ran¬ 
dy  at  787-2299.  Let  phone  ring.  Call 
after  4:30  p.m. _ (c) 

STAFF  THERAPIST 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  is 
seeking  persons  to  fill  staff  therapist 
positions.  Applicants  must  have: 
Master’s  level  degree  in  mental  health 
field,  familiarity  with  needs/issues  of 
gay/lesbian  clients,  professional  ex¬ 
perience  in  related  issues,  commitment 
to  community-oriented  mental  health 
service.  Two  years  full-time,  supervised 
primary-care  experience  in  community- 
oriented  setting  preferred.  Responsi¬ 
bilities  include:  25  hours/week  direct 
service  delivery,  participation  in  in¬ 
direct  services,  participation  in  plan¬ 
ning/implementation  of  agency  pro¬ 
grams  &  outreach  programs  for  gay/les¬ 
bian  community.  Base  salary: 
$13,500-$15,000  plus  complete  benefit 
package;  40  hour  work  week,  schedule 
negotiable.  GLCS  is  a  non-profit,  li¬ 
censed  mental  health  clinic  and  is  an 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer  with  a 
commitment  to  affirmative  action. 
WOMEN  &  PERSONS  OF  COLOR  EN¬ 
COURAGED  TO  APPLY.  ASL  Proficien¬ 
cy  a  plus!  Please  send  resumes  to: 
Alan  Tweedy,  Clinical  Director,  600 
Washington  St.,  Suite  219,  Boston,  MA 
02111. _ _ p 

Person  to  wait  fulltime:  3  lunches,  3 
dinners.  Call  338-7037  and  ask  for  ap¬ 
pointment.  Downtown  Cafe  ask  for 
Dan. 


HUMAN  SERVICE 
OPPORTUNITIES 

We  seek  dedicated  human  service 
providers.  You  will  work  with  human 
service  professionals  while  pursuing 
career  growth  and  personal  development. 
Education,  training  and  promotional 
opportunities,  available  and  encouraged. 
As  a  provider  you  will  assist  develop- 
mentally  disabled  adults  with  daily  living 
skills  and  maintain  a  high  quality  of  basic 
care. 

Starting  salary  $13,450. 

Excellent  benefits  package. 

Secure  employment. 

Ideal  location  20  minutes  from 
Boston. 

Public  transportation  to  the  area. 

For  further  information  call  WALTER  E. 
FERNALD  STATE  SCHOOL, 
Recruitment  Department,  894-3600,  Ext. 
2492  or  come  and  visit  us  at  200  Trapelo 
Road,  Waltham,  MA  02 1 54.  AA  EEO 
M/F/H. 


BOSTON  MOBE  SEEKS 
FULL  TIME  STAFFPERSON 

BOSTON  MOBILIZATION  FOR  SUR¬ 
VIVAL,  a  peace  &  social  justice 
organization  seeks  full  time  staffper- 
son  to  begin  Oct.1.  Must  be  strong 
feminist  with  commitment  to  develop¬ 
ing  membership  skills.  Interest  in  & 
commitment  to  working  on  Mideast 
issues  necessary.  Previous  organizing 
experience  essential,  fundraising  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Salary  $12,000  yr. 
Resume  &  writing  sample  by  Sept  1  to 
MfS,  11  Garden  St.  Cambridge,  MA 
02138. _ _ (8) 

FUNDRAISER 

for  multicultural  battered  women’s 
shelter.  1  yr  exp.  32  hrs/wk.  $14,000  - 
$16,380/yr.  RESUMES  BY  SEPT  3.  Tran¬ 
sition  House, PO  Box  530.  Camb.  MA 
02238.  Women  of  color  please  apply* 
Info:  354-2676.  (7) 

AD  SALES 

For  weekly  gay  paper;  earnings  poten¬ 
tial  $20K+  in  first  year.  Must  relocate. 
The  Washington  Blade,  930  F  Street, 
NW,  Washington,  DC  20004;  (202) 
347-2038 _ (8) 


PUBLICATIONS 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

Nat’l.  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M. 
Diverse,  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact, 
fiction  &  photos.  $1 1/yr.  single  issues 
$3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for 
info.  P.O.  Box  23,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 
_ _ _ (44) 


Issues  in  Gender, 


Sports  /  •  /  Poetry 
Gay  Issues  •  Men’s  Health 
Gay/Straight  Interactions 


Interested? 

Read  all  about  it  in  Changing  Men — 
a  nationwide  journal  oj  the  anu-sexist 
men 's  movement. 


Regular  subscription  $12  (4  issues) 
Sample  copy  of  current  issue  $3  50 
306  kN.  Brooks. Madison,  Wl  53715 


•  DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM  No  phone  ads  accepted. 

NAME  _ _ 

STREET _ _ _ APT - 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP _ 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ 

Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 

Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  it  we  can’t  read  them. 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


Category: 

1  . 

Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

P 

! 

I 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

_ 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

= 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

.75 

.50 

_ 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

TOTAL 

= 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 

5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  =  _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  =  _ 

SUBTOTAL  =  _ 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 

10%  = 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15%  = 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20%  = 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

= 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks. 

5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


I 

I 

I 

■ 

I 

I 


( 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

(Ads  will  not  be  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want  the 
ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted  only  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  10  a.m.*1  p.m.) 

ROOMMATES 


ROOMEZE 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


1  LF,  1  F  seek  1  responsible  self-loving, 

cln, humorous  F  for  sunny,  roomy, 
beautiful  home  in  Waltham.  Nr  T.  No 
cigs,  no  more  pets.  Yrd,  trees,  near  con- 
srvtn  land..  Rent  $150  includes  heat! 
899-9104 ,899-7915,  am/pm _ (7) 

WINTHROP 

LF  seeks  gay  m/f  for  beautiful  spacious 

2  bedroom  apt.  1  minute  from  beach,  2 

porches.  Immediate  occupancy 
846-7307  Keep  Trying! _ (6) 

UNION  SQUARE,  SOMERVILLE 
2  gm,  1  cat,  1  piano,  1  goldfish  seek 
mature  responsible  gm  to  share  7-rm 
duplex  on  T.  1  mile  to  Harvard,  Central, 
Kendall  Squares.  $196.67/month  in¬ 
cludes  heat.  $115  sec.  Avail  Oct.  1.  Call 
Jeff  or  Charlie  at  666-4283 _  (7) 

Lf  seeks  same  4  2  bedroom  sm,  qt 
biding  must  be  repon  no  alc/drugs. 
Camb  on  Blmt/Wat  In  nr  Har  sq.,  T 
$250/mo  incl  self  adjust  ht,  chp  elec 
Ginn  491-6095  (8) 

ROOMMATES  WANTED  IMMMED. 

2  gf  looking  for  same  to  share  huge 
house  in  Framingham-need  2  to  split 
rent  4  ways  +  utilities  10  minute  from 
Ma  Pike  &  Rte  9.  Please  call  for  more  in¬ 
fo  at  877-1231  after  7:00  pm  or  leave 
message. _ (7) 

PARTICULARLY  BEAUT  APT 
JP-progressive  &  political  household  of 

2  <1  gay,  1  not)  seeks  3rd-large  rooms, 
sunny  &  clean  in  quiet  area.  Rent  is 
$167  +  for  Sept.  1st.  Call  522-2184.  (8) 

NICE  SPOT  IN  JP  FOR  SEPT  1 

2  charming  LF’s  seek  3rd  25  + for  very 
nice  JP  apt.  Yard,  w/d,  wood  floors.  No 
smoke/pets  pis.  $253  +  .  Call  us  for 
more  details  .  522-2921  eves _ (7) 

Prof  F  30+  to  share  house  in  JP.  Sun¬ 
ny,  spacious  3  bedroom,  near  T  &  pond. 
$425  includes  utils,  no  smoking,  drugs, 
pets.  Call  522-2466 _ J6) 

4  LF’s  seek  5th  for  newly  renovated 
spacious  house  near  Green  and  Center 
Streets.  No  smoking,  no  pets.  $235  +  . 
623-2475  Available  9/1 _ (8) 

Muscleman/Athlete/Jock  -  enjoy 
Brookline  home  with  doctor,  35,  in¬ 
terested  in  exercize  training  and  com¬ 
panionship.  Pref  20-30  prof/grad  stu¬ 
dent,  quiet,  neat,  non-smoker. 
$190/month  includes  utils.  Near  T. 
Available  9/1  .  PO  Box  1482  Brookline, 
M  A  02146 _ (9) 

1  LF.  40,  seeks  2  LF’s  25+  to  share 
spacious,  sportive,  spiritual  household 
in  Brookline,  near  T.  Min  drugs/alc. 
Rent  $220/month  +  util  +  pkg.  Call 

232-9089.  Jasmine _ (10) 

L,  34,  looking  for  L  30  or  older  to  share 
spacious  6  room  apt.  in  JP.  Owner  oc¬ 
cupied.  Must  be  willing  to  live  with  dog. 
Non-smoker  pref.  Call  524-7774 _ (8) 


CAMBRIDGE— SOMERVILLE 
Middle-aged  ,  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  please.  Call  David  at  923-0082 
at  any  hour.  (c) 

L,  30  + ,  independent,  responsible, 
seeks  same  to  share  large  2  bedroom 
apt.  in  Somerville.  Available  9/1 
$250  + utils,  incl.  w/d.  Call  776-2705  or 
Ive  message  at  277-9355 _ (7) 

3  LF’s  seek  4th  for  spacious  JP  apt. 
Smoke,  ale,  and  drug  free.  Please  no 
more  pets.  Near  Orange  line.  $175  +  . 
522-9094.  Available  immediately.  (8) 

BROOKLINE  FOR  SEPT.  1st 
Rm  available  in  4-bdrm  rent-cotrolled 
apt  for  woman  28  +  .  Seeking  long-term. 
Someone  who  would  like  to  make  a 
home  here.  Womonspace/quiet  suppor¬ 
tive  environment.  No  smoke  or  pets- 
$153/month  includes  heat.  232-9349/lv 
message/gone  to  P’town  for  w-end--will 
return  calls  Monday _ (7) 

F,  43,  seeks  F  any  age  to  share 
2  bedroom  apt.  in  East  Somer¬ 
ville.  Near  rapid  transit.  No 
smoking  or  pets.  Sunny, 
spacious.  $250  +  .  Call 
626-1038  eves  (8) 


FRAMINGHAM 

2  LW  seek  housemates  for  Ige.  7  rm,  1  Vi 
baths,  fireplace,  pool,  wash  &  dry,  nr 
public  trans,  great  location.  Avail  9/1 
$350  inc.  util.  Call  783-2149  eves  (4) 

Gay  male  looking  for  nice  warm  person 
to  share  apt.  in  Boston.  I  can  pay  up  to 
$200  (inc.  utils.)  Kitten,  sex  toys,  and 
mags  also  included.  Call  Michael  (a 
friend)  at  GCN  426-4469  _ (c) 


LF  30’s  seeks  LF  to  share  large,  sunny 
apt  in  JP.  2  bdrms,  study,  modern  kit¬ 
chen  &  bath,  near  T.  Have  2  cats 
already,  so  no  addtl  pets.  Non-smoker, 
no  drugs,  semi-vegit,  coop  arrgmnt, 
neat.  $287.50  +  util.  522-5617.  Call  after 
7/8 _  (2) 

CAMBRIDGE 

GM,  35,  MIT  grad  student  seeks  1 
housemate  for  large  2br  apt.  by  Porter 
Square  (5  minute  walk  to  new  T  station) 
pkg,  2  porches,  den,  Ir,  furn.  Available 
9/1  $375  (includes  heat)  and  utils.  Write 
Peter,  Apt.  2-C,  60  West  13  Street,  NYC 
10011 _ (6) 

Independent  L  grad  student,  25,  seeks 
room  in  apt.  2  nights  a  week.  I’m  com¬ 
muting  from  Western  Mass.  Prefer 
Brookline/Allston  area.  Can  pay  $100  a 
month.  Please  write  P.O.  Box  1213  Nor- 
thhampton,  MA  01060 _  (6) 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  2  bedroom  apt. 
in  JP.  Wood  floors,  porch,  very  near  T.  7 
minute  walk  to  Arboretum.  $205  + .  Call 
Susan  at  524-5462. _ (6) 


WEST  MEDFORD  SEPT.  1st  APT 

Sunny  4  room  1st  floor  of  lesbian 
household.  Convenient  to  T  on  street 
parking.  $500/month,  no  utilities.  No 
dog,  cat  maybe?!?  9-5  M-F  483-3685 
Talk/message  for  B _ (7) 

LOWELL  HOUSE  —  A  LARGE  ROOM 

Looking  for  1  or  couple  LF  to  share 
large  old  house  w/3  LF’s.  Must  be  resp., 
near  495,  Wang.  Immediate.  Yard, 
garden.  Stable.  Leave  message. 
459-6082 _ (6) 

2  LF’s  and  1  cat  seek  LF  for  3  bedroom 
Somerville  apt.  Supportive,  coop,  fun. 
Sorry,  no  smokers  or  pets.  For  Sept.  1st 
$200  +  .  Call  Claudia/Dianne  625- 
3910 _  (6) 

LF,  27,  w/cat  seeks  LF  25  +  ,  minus  rose 
colored  glasses,  for  spacious  2  Vi  br  apt 
in  gay  owned  home,  Dorchester.  Love 
to  play  and  converse,  committed  to 
career.  Vices  to  a  minimum.  $250  +  . 
Avail.  Sept.  1st.  288-2154  eves. _ (4) 

W25+  to  share  Beaut  7rm  farmhs  in 
Rosl  near  Arb.  Sun  Trees  Skylights. 
2rms  are  yours.  No  drugs,  dogs.  Cat  ok. 
$300.  I’m  32,  pianist.  327-3367  Dovida. 
_ (7) 


APARTMENTS 


Jamaica  Plain!  2  br  on  Orange  line. 
Sunny,  spacious,  2  porches.  Racially 
mixed  neighborhood.  $525  + .  Sept.  1st. 
Call  524-7390. _ (7) 

Sublet  8/24  to  9/24  furnished  studio 
near  Symphony  hall  and  T  station  $300. 
Call  after  6pm  267-9536  mornings  after 
8/24. _ (7) 

APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 
DORCHESTER 

Renovated,  6  room,  2  bdrm,  hdwd 
floors,  w/d  hookup,  eat  in  kitchen,  back 
pdrch  and  yard,  owner  occupied. 
$500/month,  no  utils.  Call  282-3216 
after  6:30.  Non-smokers  preferred.  (9) 


SUBLETS 


2- LF’s  seek  LF  for  Sept.-Nov.  sublet  in 
Cambridge.  Prefer  non-smoker, 
mid-20’s  +  ,  fun,  responsible,  w/time  to 
get  to  know  us.  Co-op  food,  mostly  veg. 
Great  room,  location  and  rent 
Call  354-7817  _ 


RENTALS 


SUBLEASE 

Prof  woman,  30 +  ,  quiet,  independent 
and  clean  wanted  for  sublease  of  very 
Ig  3rd  floor  of  2fl  apt.  Share  same  ac¬ 
cess,  kitchen,  bath  with  also  quiet, 
clean  prof  woman.  Call  625-7929.  Leave 
message  $300  including  utils _ (8) 


Nahant-Panoramic,  oceanview  2  BR  fur¬ 
nished  home.  Patio,  deck,  frpl,  wshg 
mch,  pkg.  2  cars.  Sept  15-June.  $800  + 
utils.  Ref.  683-1431. _ (5) 


HOUSING  WANTED 

L,  teacher,  33,  with  child, 6,  seeks  apt.  or 
shared  house.  Brookline,  Newton,  or 
other  west/south  suburb.  Start 
Aug. /Sept..  $500  max.  Possible 
childcare  barter.  Janet  899-0503.  Best 
time  to  call  7-8  am,  5-8  pm.  I  am  neat, 
calm, happy. _ (6) 

$500  reward  for  info  leading  to  rental  2 
bedroom  apt.  $500-$600/month  in 
Camb.  2  prof  with  cat  seek  home 
Sept./Oct.  1.  Excellent  tenants.  Can  ex¬ 
change  apt.  repair  for  less  rent. 
492-4648  eves.  8-10  pm  only. _ (6) 

GCN  writer  wants  to  trade  apartments 
for  school  year.  My  apt.  In  Boston  for 
yours  in  Providence  R.l.  Must  be  at 
least  1  bedroom  with  lots  of  light  and 
allow  for  one  well-trained  dog.  If  in¬ 
terested,  please  write  Box  197.  (c) 


SUMMER  RENTALS 

WELLFLEET  SUMMER  RENTAL 
SUBLET 

5  bedroom  house,  2  bathroom,  w/d, 
porch.  Bayside.  Available  8/24-8/31. 
$850.  Call  Lee  at  Wellfteet  Real  Estate. 
349-3911.  _ (c) 


MOVERS 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 


THE  JIM 'CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day— any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
’  Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
522-0826 


SERVICES 


MASSAGE  BY  MICK  HAZEN 

Relaxing,  energizing  synthesis  of  shiat- 
su,  acupressure,  muscular  work 
+  reflexology.  Dietary  recommenda- 
tions.  Call  522-9164 _ (VI) 

CREATIVE 

Custom  clothing  for  women.  Save 
money,  save  time.  End  your  frustration 
now!  Call  Melissa  232-6140 _ (7) 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  FrancisGiambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADOROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 
739-7860 


MASS  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSUP* "CL  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832  tor  appt. 


RESORTS 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights 
by  a  crackling  fire.  Peace  and  privacy 
on  100  scenic  acres.  Charming  guest 
rooms,  gracious  common  areas.  Pool 
and  hiking  at  the  Inn.  Canoeing,  antiqu¬ 
ing,  golf  &  tennis  nearby.  Make  this  a 
summer  to  remember.  The  Highlands 
Inn,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  &  Judi  inn 
keepers. _ (10) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 
Unique  all-women  country  space. 
Beautiful  post  and  beam  farmhouse, 
cozy  and  clean.  Gourmet  veg.  cooking, 
home-made  breads,  cheese  and  yogurt. 
Baby  horse,  goats  and  ducklings.  From 
skiing  to  skinny  dipping,  we’re  open 
year  round.  3%  hrs.  from  Boston.  (802) 
533-7772  _  (yr) 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Bed  and  cont.  breakfast  for  Lesbians 
and  Gay  men  in  a  country  village  house. 
2  hours  from  Boston.  Year  round.  Near 
lakes,  hikes,  skiing.  Dave  and  Mike 
(802)  348-7840 _ (yr) 

GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ (yr) 

CKECK’ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg, 
apts.  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P’town,  MA  02657 _ (yr) 

THE  GREENHOUSE 
Women’s  Guesthouse,  cozy,  comfor¬ 
table,  parking,  cont.  bkfst,  off  season 
rates.  18  Pearl  St.,  Box  22  P’town  MA 
02657.  (617)487-2270. _ (O) 

BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Explore  Newport  but  let  us  harbor  you 
with  warm  +  friendly  service,  romantic 
Victorian  decor,  fresh  flowers,  cont 
brkf 1.(401)849-7645. _ (13/1) 


RIDES 


RIDE  TO  MAINE 

Rides  needed  from  Boston  to  Ellsworth 
Aug.  23,  from  Boston  to  Rockland  Aug. 
26,  from  Ellsworth  to  Rockland  Aug.  26, 
&  from  Rockland  to  Boston  (for  2  peo¬ 
ple)  Aug.  28.  Call  Loie  (w)426-4469,  (h) 


628-' 


t  W 


FOREX  TRAVEL 


76  Arlington  St. 


LOW  AIRFARES  FROM  BOSTON 


London 

$199ow 

Pittsburgh 

98  rt 

Paris 

239ow 

Philidelphia 

98  r| 

Amsterdam 

199OW 

Lima 

629rl 

Los  Angeles 

236  r* 

Tokyo(NYC) 

729rl 

Montreal 

79  rt 

Hong  Kong(NYC) 

829rt 

New  York 

65  rl 

Mexico  City 

375f 

Quebec 

142 rt 

Seattle 

236rt 

Phone  482-2900 


Gay 
Cruise  ^ 

SS  Bermuda  Star 

•  New  Orleans  • 

•  Cozumel  (2  days)  • 

•  Key  West  (2  days)  • 

from  $795.00 

Feb.  15  thru  22, 
1986 


'*35  s**** 

RT  AIR  *  2NITES  B&B 


& 


ALL  AIRLINES 
LOWEST  PRICES 
NO  SERVICE  CHARGE 


AUTO 

INSURANCE 

•  Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 

•  Same  day  registration  service. 
Convenient  payment  plan. 

NO  SERVICE  FEES 
731-1015  782-0400 

Boston/ Brooklm*  Allston/Brlghton 

Kunevich  &  Lau 
Insurance  Agency 


Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner, 

Congratulations  on  owning  the 
best  Detroit  ever  built.  But  as  you 
know,  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally.  At  our  garage  we 
can  do  any  mechanical  or  body 
work  your  car  requires.  We  have 
most  of  the  parts  that  tend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock. 

We  also  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  of  American  and 
foreign  cars. 

Come  in  (8am-6pm)  or  call  for 
advice  and  an  estimate. 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300 


ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  LES8IAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Dali  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
?-amb,  MA  02238.  

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professsional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact 
Equity  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole  Lan 
nigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester 
F.d.D. _ (?) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 

A  support  group  for  intergenerationai 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (v.  13,no.22) 


QUEER  IN  QUINCY? 

Quincy  lesbian  and  gay  alliance  now 
forming  —  interested?  Have  ideas? 
Please  reply  QLGA  PO  Box  2607  Quincy 
MA  02269. _  (1) 


D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap  Chr.  Raps  evry 
Tues,  Thurs  8pm.  Special  raps  for  35  +  ; 
parents;  yngr  wmn;  baby  bmrs;  singles; 
coming-out;  issues  forum.  All  8pm. 
Mnthly  events,  outing  club,  library.  Info: 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate^ _ 0 

X 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  &  David  will 
slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to  come.  All 
because  you’re  too  scared  to  protect 
them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stamps  64  page 
newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp.  “REALI¬ 
TY  INC.,”  PO  Box  73,  Paramus,  NJ 
07653. _ 0 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 

A  support  group  for  intergenerationai 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
1 74,  New  York,  NY  1 001 8.  (v.  1 3,  no.22) 


NASHUA  AREA  GAYS  meet  on  Mon¬ 
days  at  8:00  pm.  For  info  write  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  PO  Box  885,  Nashua,  NH 
03060.  _ 0 


GCN  SPECIALS _ 

NEEDED:  Someone  who  would  like  to 

help  update  the  our  index  of  GCN  ar¬ 
ticles  (by  title).  To  be  typed,  but  no 
need  for  great  speed.  Call  Mike  at 
426-4469. _ _  (c) 

GA  Y  BOOKS  NEEDED !!  - 

If  you \e  got  some  gay  paperbacks 
you  won't  need  anymore,  please 
donate  them  to  GCN’s  Prisoner 
Project  to  be  sent  out  to  lesbians  and 
gay  men  behind  bars.  We're  at  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston  MA  02111. 
Thanks! _ 

Gay  Community  News  needs  help  or 
Friday  nights  mailing  the  paper  to  oui 
subscribers.  Come  and  help:  it’s  easy 
it’s  fun,  it’s  a  good  way  to  meet  people 
and  it’s  a  good  way  to  get  involved  with 
your  community’s  paper.  Just  come 
anytime  after  6PM  to  167  Tremont 
Street,  5th  floor  (between  the  Bylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops).  If  the  door  is 
locked,  buzz  us  on  the  GCN  intercom 
located  outside  the  door.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  call  Marcos  at 
426-4469.  ,r\ 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

ADVERTISING  REPRESENTATIVE 

Earn  Money.  Connect  to  the  Gay 
Community.  Gain  Experience. 

An  excellent  position  for  people 
seeking  part-time  work  on  a  free-lance 
basis  (20  percent  commission).  You 
must  be  responsible,  assertive,  and 
knowledgeable  about  GCN,  or  willing 
to  learn. 

Call  426-4469  or  send  a  letter  of 
interest  to: 

Laurie  Sherman,  Ad  Manager 

GCN 

167  Tremont  St.  5th  floor 

Boston,  MA  02111 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Feminist  poet  &  counselor  Ellen  Bass 
will  return  to  Boston  in  October  to  lead 
two  workshops: 

Friday,  Oct.  18  —  a  one-day  workshop 
for  women  lovers  and  friends  of  sur¬ 
vivors  of  child  sexual  abuse.  Call  Mady 
at  522-6813  for  info. 

Sat.  &  Sun.,  Oct.  19-20  —  a  weekend 
workshop  for  women  survivors  of 
childhood  sexual  abuse.  Call  Pam  at 
524-6209. 


G4L€NDM& 


August  17 
to 

September  14 

17  Saturday 

Boston  —  Lily  Tomlin  in  performance.  Wilbur 
Theater,  426  Tremont.  8PM.  Also  Monday 
8/19-9/7.  Box  office  opens  8/12.  $5-$25. 
Info:  423-4008. 

Brookline  —  Red  Hearts  monthly  potluck  for 

leftward-leaning  gay  men.  7-9PM.  Info: 
547-5166. 

Gloucester  —  D.O.B.  Annual  Picnic  at 

Jane’s.  1PM.  All  women  invited.  Bring  food, 
swimsuits,  toys;  grills  provided.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  Mirror-Images ,  Stories  of 
Moslem  Women..  Alley  Theater,  1253  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.  8PM.  $10.  Continues  through 
9/14.  Info:  491-8166  or  731-9153. 

Boston  —  “Beyond  Therapy,”  a  comedy  by 
Christopher  Durang.  949  Commonwealth 
Ave.  8PM.  $6/$4  students  and  senior 
citizenss.  Continues  through  8/31.  Wheel¬ 
chair  accessible.  Info:  424-1984. 

18  Sunday 

Boston  —  Boat  trip  to  George’s  Island  with 
Am  Tikva.  Picnic.  $3  for  ferry.  Info: 
782-8894. 

Norwell,  MA  —  North  River  Flatwater 
Canoeing  with  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Swim¬ 
ming  and  picnic.  Canoe  rental,  $10.  Info: 
Wayne,  536-3495. 

Ipswich  —  Ionian  Society,  a  group  for  les¬ 
bians  &  gay  men  of  Greek  heritage,  day  trip 
to  the  Grecian  Festival. Info:  Stephanie, 
357-5774. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Disabled  lesbian  potluck 
and  discussion  group.  2PM.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Info:  524-1142. 

Brookline  —  Brookline/Brighton/Allston 
Neighborhood  Gays  &  Lesbians  picnic 
barbecue.  Christian  Herter  Park,  Soldiers 
Field  Rd.  (opposite  the  Ramada  Inn). 
11:30AM.  Bring  food  to  share.  Info:  Ross, 
787-3775. 

New  Hampshire  —  Roaring  Brook/Lone¬ 
some  Lake  Day-Hike,  sponsored  by  Chiltern 
Mt.  Club.  Info:  Bob,  282-9192. 


19  monday 

Boston  —  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political 
Alliance  Candidates  Night:  at-large  can¬ 
didates  for  city  council  and  school  commit¬ 
tee.  Harriet  Tubman  House.  7PM. 


20  tuesday 

Boston  —  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political 
Alliance  Candidates  Night:  district  can¬ 
didates  for  city  council  and  school  commit¬ 
tee.  Old  South  Church,  Gordon  Chapel. 
7PM. 

21  Wednesday 

Concord  —  After-work  Birdwatching  with 
Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Leave  Cambridge 
5:45PM.  Info:  Peter,  623-5368. 

22  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night  when  ar¬ 
ticles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  Join  the 
fun;  read  tomorrow’s  news  today.  5-8PM 
for  proofing,  7:30-midnight  for  lay-out.  167 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  and  Boylston  “T”) 
GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  “AIDS:  Is  the  Gay  Community  Be¬ 
ing  Held  Hostage?”  a  program  with  Jack 
McCarty,  former  hostage  in  Beirut.  7PM, 
Arlington  St.  Church.  Info:  AIDS  Action 
Committee,  536-7733- 


Tom  Wilson-Weinberg,  August  24 


Cambridge  —  “Getting  Out”  by  Marsha 
Norman,  presented  by  Harvard-Radcliffe 
Summer  Theatre.  Loeb  Drama  Center,  64 
Brattle  St.  $5.50/$3.50  students.  Con¬ 
tinues  through  August  24.  Info:  864-2630. 


23  friday 

Boston  -  GCN’s  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT; 

come  help  send  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  &  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.  (near 
Park  and  Boylston  “T”)  To  be  let  in,  buzz 
GCN’s  intercom  outside  the  street  en¬ 
trance.  GCN:  426-4469. 


Susan  Abod,  August  24 

24  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Cabaret  and  boogie  benefit 
for  Gay/Lesbian  Defense  Committee. 
George  Fulginiti-Shakar,  Susan  Abod,  Tom 
Wilson-Weinberg,  Marcia  Taylor,  and  Buffy 
Berg.  Cabaret,  8PM.  Dance,  9:30PM.  $3 
each,  $5  for  both.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  Info:  661-0974. 

Boston  —  New  England  Women’s  Sports 
Connection’s  Softball  Tournament. 
Esplanade.  9AM  (All  day).  For  individuals, 
teams  &  spectators.  Registration: 
576-6788. 

Boston  —  Provincetown  Boat  Trip  with  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Boston. 
Commonwealth  Pier.  9AM-6:30PM.  $18. 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  Summer  Barbecue.  4PM.  Info:  Ed, 
288-4367  or  Diane,  288-9155. 

25  Sunday 

Boston  —  Brunch  at  Downtown  Cafe  to 

benefit  the  Scondras  Campaign.  Noon,  12 
LaGrange  St.  $5.  Info:  266-0735. 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  Neighborhood 
G.A.L.A.  Potluck  Supper.  6PM.  All 
residents  and  friends  from  Cambridge  are 
invited.  Info:  Robin  &  Laura,  354-6237. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian/Gay  Neighbors 
Potluck  Picnic.  Jamaica  Pond,  Moraine  St., 
entrance  by  ODT  sign.  Bring  food  to  share 
plus  nonalcoholic  beverage.  Rain  location: 
First  Church  Hall,  Eliot  &  Centre  Sts  Info- 
522-3894  or  522-6090. 


Provincetown  —  DeLaria  &  Strobel,  musical 
comedy  cabaret.  Pilgrim  House,  336  Com¬ 
mercial  St.  Performing  through  Labor  Day. 
Info:  487-0319. 

Cambridge  —  Bi-bicycling  with  the  Boston 
Bisexual  Women’s  Network.  Meet  at  Out  of 
Town  Newstand,  Harvard  Square. 
10:30AM.  Bike  to  Walden  Pond.  Info: 
731-1399. 

Upstate  New  York  —  Northeast  Fairie 
gathering  for  gay  men.  Continues  all  week 
long.  Info:  Bruce  Goldstein,  507  Columbus 
Ave.,  No.  4,  Boston  02118. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Softball  just-for- 
fun.  Magazine  Field,  Memorial  Drive. 
4-6PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 


28  Wednesday 

Brighton  —  BLG/PA  endorsements  meeting. 
7PM,  Jackson-Mann  School,  Union  Sq. 

Cambridge  —  Dinah  Washington  birthday 

party  with  Free  Lance  Wife  Review,  jazz  and 
poetry.  9:30PM,  Charlie’s  Tap,  380  Green 
St.,  Central  Sq.  $3.  Info:  492-8436. 


September  5  thursday 

Boston  —  Lily  Tomlin  benefit  performance 
for  the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  8PM,  Wilbur 
Theater.  Party  to  follow  at  the  Wang  Center. 
$37.50.  AAC,  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston 
02115. 

Haverhill  —  GALLYNS,  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Liberated  Youth  of  the  North  Shore.  For 
people  22  and  under.  Info:  Larry,  373-7618 
or  write:  P.0.  Box  1803,  Haverhill  01830. 


6  friday 

Watertown  —  “Hospice  and  Hope,”  a  2-day 
conference  with  keynote  speaker  Elizabeth 
Kubler-Ross.  Info:  894-1100. 

Cambridge  —  Sexuality  and  long-term  les¬ 
bian  relationships,  a  video  by  Catherine 
Russo.  7PM,  186  Hampshire  St.,  Inman  Sq. 
$2  donation. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Lawyers’  monthly 
meeting.  Info:  426-1350. 


7  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Pat  Parker,  Black  lesbian 
poet,  reads  to  benefit  GCN.  8PM,  Paine  Hall, 
Ha'rvard  Univ.  Reception  and  book-signing 
to  follow.  $5  more  or  less.  Wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible  and  sign  interpreted.  Info: 
426-4469. 

8  Sunday 

Boston  —  Cruise  to  P’town  with  Tri-County 
Assoc.  11:30AM,  Pier  4,  Charlestown. 
Return  11:30PM.  Lunch,  dancing,  movies. 
$25,  advance;  $30  at  the  boat.  Info: 
429-6593. 


11  Wednesday 

Brookline  —  Brookline  Human  Rights  Or¬ 
dinance  organizational  meeting.  Info:  Zev  or 
John,  445-8662. 

12  thursday 

Nantucket  —  4-day  fiesta  with  Chiltern  Mt. 
Club.  Reservations  with  $125: 
Sullivan/Gentle,  Box  HH,  Truro  02666. 


14  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  GCN  benefit  showing  of  Pink 
Triangles,  panel  on  homophobia  to  follow. 
8PM,  Paine  Hall,  Harvard  Univ.  $4,  ad¬ 
vance;  $5,  door.  Info:  426-4469. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Feminist  Cluster  potluck 

picnic,  social  and  organizing.  For  individuals 
and  affinity  groups.  Noon-3PM,  the  Ar¬ 
boretum.  Info:  522-7466. 


note  this! 

Mirror  images,  Stories  of  Moslem 
Women,  by  Eliza  Wyatt.  Directed  by 
Geralyn  Horton.  Produced  by  Page  Pro¬ 
ductions  at  the  Alley  Theater,  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Through  Sept.  14. 

Eliza  Wyatt’s  Mirror-Images  at¬ 
tempts  to  explore  the  conflict  between 
modern  and  traditional  ways  of  life  for 
residents  of  an  unnamed  Moslem  coun¬ 
try,  with  an  emphasis  on  women.  The  ti¬ 
tle  refers  to  a  game  of  two  twin  sisters 
and  to  the  idea  that  countries  can  serve 
as  mirrors  for  each  other  as  well.  A 
statement  by  the  company  uninten¬ 
tionally  also  describes  the  play,  written 
by  a  Western  woman  married  for  20 
years  to  a  Moslem  man:  "In  trying  to 
find  out  about  others  we  reveal  our  own 
strengths  and  weaknesses  reflected  in 
what  we  find,  what  we  choose  to  marvel 
at,  and  what  we  fail  to  see.” 

The  strength  of  the  play  is  its  depic¬ 
tion  of  loving  family  relationships  be¬ 
tween  the  women  in  Moslem  culture:  In- 
gy,  who  has  just  completed  her  medical 
training  in  France,  her  three  aunts,  and 
her  grandmother.  Ingy  returns  home  to 
take  up  medical  practice  and  is  jilted  by 
her  fiance,  who  offers  the  explanation, 
“We  love  each  other  too  much,”  a  con¬ 
cept  never  illuminated  in  the  play. 
Rahzi,  one  of  the  aunts,  has  just  been 
named  head  of  the  Welfare  Depart¬ 
ment,  in  the  same  government  shake- 
up  that  has  seen  the  creation  of  a 
Department  of  Religious  Teachings. 
The  fascistic  nature  of  the  religious 
controls  is  clearly  drawn,  but  where 
Wyatt  stops  short  is  in  identifying  the 
Western  cultural  imperialism  that 
preceded  it.  In  Wyatt’s  view,  Western 
culture  —  shown  as  nice  clothing, 
eating  in  fancy  French  restaurants,  and 
having  a  profession  —  is  unques¬ 
tionably  good  for  women,  and  any  of  its 
excesses,  such  as  materialism,  are  not 
acknowledged. 

Male  domination  of  this  country, 
which  closely  resembles  Iran  in  its 
theocracy,  is  neatly  brought  out  when  a 
male  religious  leader  explains  the  new 
dress  laws,  announcing  that  women 
want  to  wear  the  veil.  When  Rahzi  is  ar¬ 
rested  for  wearing  Western  clothes,  she 
refuses  to  sign  a  confession  of  general 
guilt,  and  fights  back  with  readings 
from  the  Koran,  which  show  that  the 
subjugation  of  women  is  not  called  for 
in  the  holy  text.  This  scene,  in  contrast 
to  an  earlier  overextended  one,  is  all 
too  short,  and  I  wish  we  could  have 
heard  more.  In  general,  though,  her 
rebellion  is  more  that  of  the  Western- 
identified  than  that  of  a  feminist.  The 
only  one  who  seems  to  have  political 
sense  is  the  smugly  modern  male 
newscaster,  and  it  is  he  who  joins  the 
resistance. 

The  play  does  not  so  much  end  as 
stop,  with  Ingy  reconciled  to  waiting  for 
another  true  love,  and  the  newscaster 
hoping  to  be  that  one;  Rahzi  still  im¬ 
prisoned;  and  the  rest  of  the  family  con¬ 
tinuing  on  in  their  chosen  ways  of  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  world.  Renee  Mardon,  Ann 
Dover,  and  Susan  Hackett  are  the  most 
believable  as  Aunt  Chelli,  the  grand¬ 
mother,  and  Rahzi,  respectively.  It 
was  somewhat  disturbing  to  see  this 
performed  by  an  all-white  cast,  as  well 
as  a  bit  confusing.  And  finally,  the  good 
efforts  of  the  actors  can’t  compensate 
for  a  script  the  lacks  cohesiveness  and 
is  ironically  a  bit  ethnocentric. 

—  Mara  Math 

Crompton-Noll  Award  for  Gay  Literary 
Studies 

Deadline  for  Entries:  October  1 
The  Crompton-Noll  Award,  honoring  the  two 
founders  of  the  Gay  Caucus  of  the  Modern 
Language  Association,  is  made  yearly  for  a 
bibliographical,  historical,  or  critical  essay, 
published  (during  1984)  or  unpublished,  on  a 
topic  related  to  gay  studies.  The  cash  award 
is  $200.  Submit  six  copies  of  the  essay  and  a 
nominating  letter. 

Cynthia  Secor,  HERS,  Mid-America,  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Denver,  Colorado  Women’s  College 
Campus,  Denver,  CO  80220. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 
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a  film  about  prejudice  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men 


a  benefit  showing  for 


Gay  Community  News 


Saturday,  September  14th 
A  discussion  with  the  filmmakers 

will  follow 
8:oo  p.m. 
Paine  Hall 

•  , 

Harvard  University 
Cambridge,  MA 

'  '  .*  '  V  ;  '  I  ,  '  •  , 

Four  Dollars  in  Advance 

available  from  Gay  Community  News 

Five  Dollars  at  the  door 


Pink  Triangles  was  produced  by  the  Pink  Triangle  Collective  for  Cambridge 
Documentary  Films,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  filmmaking  and  distribution  organization. 
Rental/sale  of  the  film  is  available.  Contact  the  Cambridge  Documentary  Films  at 
P.O.  Box  385,  Cambridge,  MA  02139,  (617)  354-3677. 


YES,  I  would  like  to  buy. _  tickets  at  $4  each. 

Enclosed  is  $ _ . 

I  am  unable  to  attend  the  screening,  but  would  like  to  contribute  $ 


Name 


Address  _ 

City  _  State  _  Zip 

.  /  ' 

Phone  _ 


All  contributions  are  fully  tax  deductable. 

Checks  may  be  made  payable  to  GCN  or  Gay  Community  News 
for  more  information  cal  GCN  at  426-4469 


•i 


